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Latest Mail dates in England, from China, 





BIRTH. 


At Shanghai, on the 27th January, Mrs. 
©. A. SAxCHES, of a daughter. 








DEATHS. 
At Shanghai, on the 29th January, of 
art disease, AnruuB W115 Saye, eldest 
Robert Sayle, of Cambridge, 
igland, in his 25th year. 
‘At Paris, on the 5th instant, ALEXANDER 
Macenensow, Esq., of H.ILM. Customs, China, 
(By telegram.) 
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Gray, who .undertake the entire 
charge of Children whose parents resi 
abroad, on very reasonable inclu 
terms. 

For Copies of Prospectus, and further 
particulars, application may be made to 
Messrs. Laxe, Crawronp & Co., Shanghai. 
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SHANGHAI, THURSDAY, JAN, 31, 1878. 


RETROSPECT OF 18 
Potitist. By far the most important 
incident in Chinese domestic affairs has 
been the famine which, continnally 
spreading in extent and severity, 
threatens to partially depopalate large 
areas in the Northern provinces. Shan- 
tung, which suffered so terribly last 
winter, appears to be at present in 
better circumstances; but Shansi is 
suffering more severely than did, last 
year, its sister province; and the 
drought which deprived its popalation 
of the means of subsistence has prevailed 








also over the greater portions of Shensi, 
Ghibli and Honan. “The Goverament 


has been roused to unwonted exertion 
by the magnitnde of the calamity ; 
decree after decree has appeared in the 
Peking Gazette, appointing special com- 
missioners and urging the local officials 
of the distressed provinces to take 
measures for the relief of the sufferers. 
Large quantities of grain and sums of 
money considerable for so poor a Gov- 
ernment, have been appropriated. But 
the organisation of the Chinese Govern- 
ment is utterly inadequate to cope with 
a disaster of such magnitude, and the 
want of roads opposes most serious 
difficulties to the transmission of such 
relief even as it is able to afford. The 
sums officially allotted scarcely equal 
the total even of those subscribed by 
private charity in England for the relief 
of the famine in India ; and it is beyond 
hope that the private subscriptions, 
which here also are not wanting, can 
have reached a tithe of the amount 
which the. Government of India has 
expended in grappling with a visitation 
less wide in its range than that under 
which China is now snffering. It is to 
be feared that terrible loss of life will 
have to be recorded before the advent 
of summer can cause the earth to yield 
its accustomed erops ; and the sufferings 
of the people in the meantime must be 


“| sadly aggravated by the rigour of 


a winter more severe than wo have 
experienced since the season of 1861-2. 
With all this distress, however, wo 
hear of no political distarhance, and 
of very little brigandage. Probably, 
indeed, the distress is so great, the 
country so atterly bare of food, that 
the people could not congregate and 
more abont in bodies even if they 
were so inclined. 

‘Amid all this distress, however, the 
Government has'found means to carry 
on the war in the North-West, and its 
generals have lately achieved some 
Signal successes. ‘The captare of Manas 
in the late satamn of '76—news of 
which bad not yet reached ns when 
writing our Retrospect of that year— 
was followed by: a temporary lull. 
Daring the past sammer active’ opera 
tions were resumed; and after one severe 
defeat at Harashar, which the Mahome- 
dans were apparently not a position 
to follow up, the Lmperiulists scem 
to have recovered themselves and made 
a dashing advance into Kashgavia, as 
far as the cities of Aksu and Ushi, 
some 700 miles beyond their base of 
operations at Torfun. It is said that 
the treachery of Hakim Beg,—whom 
rumour acenses of having poisoned the 
late Ameer, Yakoob, with a view to 
usurp the reins of Government—has 
greatly facilitated this advance; that, 
finding himself unable to make head 
against the son of his late Raler, this 
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chief surrendered the districts he oc- 
cupied to the! Chinese, seeki 
refage in Russian territory. Such action 
would be consistent with Ori icy, 
and would help to account for General 
Lin Kin-tang’s daring advance into 
Kashgaria.* ‘There can, at any rate, be 
no donbt that the dissensions which 
followed the death of the late Ameer 
reatly facilitated Chinese operations. 
it remains to be seen whether Kali 
has the power or the energy to avai 
himself of the opportunity to strike a 
“blow at their communications, which 
«might convert the successful raid into 
@ crashing disaster. ‘The expenditure 


entailed by this war has been a drain| the 


apon the resources of the Empire, which 
they are ill able to bear. Time and 
again reference has been made, in 
memorials from Provincial Governors, 
to the difficulty found in-sapplying the 
aired contributions ; even ab- 
solute inability is sometimes pleaded. 

A foreign loan of £1,600,000, equal- 
ling about Tis. 5,000,000, was resorted 
to as a partial relief to the Vice- 
roy Tso's embarrassed finances; and 
after prolonged negociations having 
for their object to obtain from the Im- 
peril Government ellective recognition 
‘and security, it was successfull 
through the Hongkong and Shanghai 
Bank, inDecember. ‘Uhe loanis secured 
on the revenues of the Shanghai, Han- 
kow, Ningpo, Foochow and Canton Cus- 
toms, and was issued to the public at 98 
and interest 8 per cent. ‘The operation 
must have been an expensive one for 
the Government and a profitable one 
for the Bank, which receives 10 per 
cent., while paying 8, and makes besides 
a handsome profit on the exchange. 
Declininsy moreover, equally with the 
Bank to take the risk of exchange in 
respect to repayment, the Government 
allows a large sum to Wa Sing-nan, a 
great Hangchow banker, who basacted 
as its financial agent in the transaction, 
and who takes fur this consideration a 
risk which seems quite likely to be a 
profitable one. 

But thongh willing to borrow money 
from others, the Chinese Government 
declines to coin any of its own. It has 
bluntly and absolutely rejected a sug- 
gestion said to have’ been made to. it 
conjoiatly by the foreign Ministers at 
Peking, in favour of establishing a 
Mint and a civilised coinage. It will 
be remembered that a hint was given 
by the Chairman, ata late meeting of 
the Chamber of Commerce, that the 
Government was believed to be well 
disposed towards the establishment of a 
Mint, and that an expression of opinion 
by the Chamber would strengthen 
the hands of foreign Ministers in 
advising that course. Now, however, 
that the advice basbeen at length given, 
the hope turns ont to have been utterly 
fallacions. ‘I'wo things are, above all, 
necessary to maintain the parity of a 
coinage—excellence of workmanship, 
and a sufficiently strong and far reach- 
ing execatire to detect and punish 
forgers. China enjoys neither condi- 
tion. Her previons attempts at coinage 
have been made by casting; and of 
coarse afford a premium for imitation 
which the Government is too weakly 
organised to repress. The skill conld 
be procured from Europe, if China were 
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not too jealous to employ it; and per- 
fection of worl ip is in itself a 
great safeguard against forgery: but 
the improved administration of the law, 
which would repress such attempts, is 
Jess easily enpplied. 

e obstinacy or. conscious impotence 
of the Chinese Government in. this 
respect, as in that of railways, contrasts 
strangely with the enterprise of Japan. 
While “Peking Statesmen réfase to 
entertain the idea of a Mint, and decree 
that the people shall be satisfied with 
wretched little coins of which 1,200 
barely equal the value of a dollar, 
Japan has successfully introduced ali 

inery and appliances for the 
most elaborate minting processes. And 
having engaged European artificers and 
teachers to found the institution, she 
has learnt from them, and sueceeded 
now for some years in carrying on the 
coinage independently and in maintain- 
ing pesfectly high standard of purty 
and excellence. Similarly, Japan has 
accepted, extended and ’successfally 
worked a railway system, while Chinese 
Statesmen have covered themselves with 
eternal ridicale by tearing up the little 
nine-mile railway which foreigners had 
constracted for their enlightenment 





ted, | between Shanghai and Woosung. Oar 


last Retrospect explained the terms of 
the agreement come to between Mr. 
‘Mayers and the Viceroy Shin Pao-chén, 
in the autumn of 1876, at Nanking. 
‘The railway was sold to the @hinese for a 
trifle over the cost price, atid was to be 
at their entire disposal at the expiry of 
a year from the date of the understand- 
ing. It was hoped that the success 
and evident appreviation of the under- 
taking shown by the natives, and, above 
all, the force of custom, would have 
ensured its continuance. But Shén 
Pao-chéng decreed otherwise. The 
affair seems to have been left in his 
hands, as an incident within his discre- 
tion as Viceroy; and he has carved 
for himself a name in history by tear- 
ing up the line, for transfer to his 
more enlightened colleague Ting Jih- 
chang, Governor of Fohkien, who pur- 
poses to establish it in Formosa. 

‘The empty talk of progress which 
philo-Chinese are always found to put 
forward, falls flat in face of damnable 
fact. If the Woosung railway had. con- 
tinned ramning to the present day, we 
should have thonght better of the mining 
projects expressed in a pamphlet pub- 
lished last antamn by the manager of the 
China Merchants’ Steamer Company, 
Mr. Tong King-sing. We give credit to 
this gentleman himself for an enlighten- 
ment due to his Singapore education 
we believe even that his patron, Li 
Hang-chang, is in favour of the intro- 
duction of foreign appliances in the 
shape of machinery and tramways for 
the parpose of developing the mineral 
resources of the Empire; but even the 
Grand Secretary is hampered by the 
instinetive jealousy of foreigners which 
weighs like an incabus on even the 
most enlightened of his class; and he 
is absolutely controlled by the mass of 
solid stapid salky conservatism which 
distinguishes the greater number of his 
colleagues and finds expression in such 
acts as that of the Viceroy Shén Pao- 
chéng. 

Only in Formosa—which, as an out- 
lying island, seems to have been selected 











as a:sort of corpus:vilevon which experi- 
ments may beamade without detriment 
to the sacred<soil of'the mainland— 
have'such pestilontial. abominations as 
telegraphs, foreign mining engincers, 
and, prospectively, the iron road and 
locomotives found toleration. English 
miners are employed in-the mines at 
Kelung; a line of telegraph has actually 
been erected in the island under the 
auspices of Ting Jih-chang; and the 
same high official has taken over Shén 
Pao-chéng’s condemned railway with 
the object of replanting it’on his island 
dependency. Let us hope that this 
small spot of leaven will gradually 
leaven the whole lump. 

‘The mainland has not yet got beyond 
arsenals and steamers; and if these 
can be considered in one way evidences 
of progress, in another the picture is 

nalified by a strong dash of retrogres- 
sion. ‘The primary object of the 
arsenals was to acquire arms with 
which to repel foreign intrusion, and 
the steamers were bought ‘to drive 
foreigners off the coast by a competi- 
tion which should render traffic ruinous, 
So far, their success has not been great. 
Instead of killing their English rivals, 
the China Merchants S.N. Co. have 
reduced themselves to.a state of weak- 
ness which has obliged them to make 
an agreement with the China Naviga- 
tion Co. to share the carrying trade, 

One sensible improvement has been 
the introduction of steam launches 
instead of the old gunvessels, on the 
rivers of Kwangtung. But this again is 
nota measure of progress tending to 
develope the resources of tho country, 
as would be done by the opening of 
mines and tho introduction of rail- 
ways and of merchant steamers on 
inland waters; thongh it certainly 
strengthens the hands of the execu- 
tive by furnishing a more efficient 
police. 

One measure which was forced on 
them by Sir Thomas Wade, the Chinese 
do seem to have accepted frankly 
and to be willing to extend; that 
is the system of foreign embassics, 
Required to send an onvoy to England, 
they have since voluntarily sent repre- 
sentatives to Berlin, Japan, and 
America; and we can scarcely dovbt 
that a country with which they have 
such delicate relations as France— 
through her protectorate of Roman mis- 
sions—will soon be similarly distin- 
gaished. These envoys must eventually 
exercise a marked influence on the tone 
of their colleagues in China. Not from 
the deceptive months of foreigners, but 
from the lips of their own confréres, 
will these at last hear described the 
civilisation, wealth and comfort to which 
Western nations have attained, by the 
aid chiefly of those scientific appliances 
which it seems to be the great anxiety 
of Chinese statesmen to repel from 
their shores. Slowly, perhaps, bat 
surely, the leaven mast tell, and the 
way be opened for the improvements 
which would raise China and her indus- 
trios inhabitants to a high scale in 
wealth and comfort. 

With the introduction of more rapid 
means of communication, and the dis- 
Semination of newspapers, the cases of 
oppression and misgovernment such as 
are too frequently recorded in the 
pages of the Peking Gazette would 
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ome less and less possible ; and such 
visitations as the famine which is now 
devastating whole provinces of north- 
ern China would be infinitely mitigated 
in soverity. 








Summary of Hews. 


We have had no mail arrival since our 
last issue. 

‘A mail leaves to-morrow for Europe, by 
the M.M. str. Sindh. 








(Supplied to the “N.-C. Daily News.”) 
London, 22nd January. 
‘The Queen has personally telegraphed to 
the Emperor of Russia the Sultan’s desire 
for peace. 
Russians have occupied Adrianople. 
28rd Jan. 


xe Russian forces have advanced to 


‘ochan, 

There is a panic at Gallipoli. 

The Turkish Parliament has petitioned 
the Sultan to hasten the conclusion of 
Peso, but if the conditions of peace asked 

yy Russia are exorbitant, it is resolved 
to carry on the war to the last extremity. 

Suleiman Pacha has reached the coast 
at Kavali. 

St. Petersburg semi-official journals 
state that the relations between England 
and Russia are improved. 

: 24th January. 


‘The Porte has received the conditions of 
peace proposed by Russia, which are harsh, 
and include a heavy indemnity, with occupa- 
tion of territory until the indemnity is 


id. 
‘A Russian advance on Gallipoli is semi- 
officially denied. 
25th January. 


Lord Carnarvon, Secretary of State for 
the Colonies, has tendered his resignation, 
which has been accepted. 
jot Derby has also tondored his resigna- 

ion, 

It is roported that the Commander of 
tho Mediterranean Squadron has been 
ordered to land a force to defend Gallipoli, 
and to send for the garrison of Malta if the 
‘Russians advance on the town. 

26th January. 

‘The Porte is pledged to conceal the 
conditions of peace until a treaty of peace 
has been concluded. 

‘The Porte is ignorant of the signature of 
an_ armistice. 

The conditions of peace have been com- 
municated confidentially to the Turkish 
parliament, and are not to be revealed ; 
otherwise the Russian head-quarters will be 
advanced and the British fleet, which has 
entered the Dardanelles, will withdraw 
directly to Besika Bay. 

‘The Chancellor of the Exchequer in reply 
to a question said that that the Mediter- 
ranean squadron had been ordered to enter 
the Dardanelles solely to keep the water- 
way and to protect British interests. 

rd Derby retains office provisionally. 
2th January. 

‘The appointment of Assistant Judge of 
tho Supreme Court of China and Japan, 
vacant through the death of the late 
Mr, C, W. Goodwin, will be conferred on 
. J. Hannen. 





At a meeting of the Chinese Famine 
Relief Fund Committee, on Saturday, it 
was resolved to divide the Settlements into 
districts as was done last year, and canvass 
for subscriptions in aid of the appalling 
distress revealed by the last accounts from 
Shansi. Telegrams were also sent through 
tho English and American Consuls to Lon- 
don and New York, appealing for assist- 
ance.—The Committeo took oceasion to 


expréss an opinion which we would like to 
‘hope may have some. effect on the. consci. 
ences of Chinese statemen ; viz., that the 
Government is itself in great measure 
responsible for the frightful loss oflife which 
is occurring, from its neglect to make roads 
or maintain communications ; thereby ren- 
dering infinitely difficult the transport of 
supplies which had been actually accumu- 
lated at the port of Tientsin. But there 
have been famines in China before, with- 
out this lesson being learned, and there 
are Mandarins elsewhere than at Nan- 
king, who would rather see the peoplo 
perish than admit such a pestilential foreign 
innovation as a railway. 

‘The constitution of the French Munici- 
pality differs materially from our own, in 
that the Council have there the right to 
frame and impose the budget, the Rate- 
payers being only invited to make any 
comment they may wish upon the published 
statement,—A meeting was called for this 
purpose Monday afternoon, and was at- 
tended by seven Ratepayers besides the 
eight members of Council.—M. Aymeri, 
who was the only spokesman, deprecated 
the proposed doubling of the Land and 
Foreign House Tax, and criticised the 
Budget at considerable length, with a view 
to show that economies were possible, and 
that the sums set aside for emergencies 
would probably not be needed, but would 
form a surplus at the end of the year. 
He ended by proposing that the Land-tax 
be fixed at 4 instead of 1 per cont., and 
the Foreign Houso Tax at 3 instead. 
of 4 per cent., and that if necessary a 
loan of Tis. 10,000 be raised for two 
years, to meet any excessive expendi- 
ture,—M. Millot answered M. Aymeri’s 
comments seriatim, and objected that it 
would be bad economy to raise loans to 
meet current expenditure ; they could only 
be fairly resorted to in case of extra- 
ordinary outlay.—Mr, Hannen supported 
M. Aymeri’s proposal, arguing that the 
proposed buildings for the accommodation 
of municipal employés were in the nature 
of extraordinary expenditure; they would 
not recur.—M. Aymeri asking that a vote 
be taken, DM. Millot reminded him that 
a vote would not bind the Council, which 
was empowered by the Réylements to 
deliberate upon and pass the Budget. 
A. majority of the Council, however, 
being in favour of a vote, a ballot would be 
taken. 36 Ratepayers only were repres- 
ented out of a total of 152. The result 
gave 14 in favour of M. Aymeri’s pro- 
posal and 22 against ; the “ public” presum- 
ably agreeing in his view, and the Council 
of course, sustaining their own Budget. 
On the proposal of M. Hennequin, 
seconded by M. Baron, the accounts for 
1877 were then passed,—Mr. Forbes next 
proposed and MI. Buissonnet seconded, 
that the Budget for 1878, as printed, 
be adopted. After a few moments’ con- 
sultation, the President announced that 
the Council had devidea to do so, with the 
hope of being able to reduce the Industrial 
taxes next year. 

‘A meeting of shareholders in the Racket 
Club was held Tuesday evening. Soine ex- 
ceptionally heavy repairs which had been 














required during the half-year, caused the 
Working Account to show a slight deficit, 





The Club, however, has a balance of 
Tis, 95 in hand, besides Tls. 500 at 
Reserve.—Resolutions were passed reducing 
the number of members necessary to con- 
stitute a meeting, from 15 to 12; andallow- 
ing honorary members to play Lawn 
Tennis on payment of $2.50 a month. 
—Messrs. Scott, Dodwell, Cooper, Layton, 
Harding, Percival, Ward, Dyce, and 
Myburgh, were elected a Committee for 
the ensuing year. 

The Conversazione at the Asiatic So- 
ciety’s rooms Monday afternoon, was very 
successful, considering the short time the 
Committee had in which to get up the 
affair. The museum was good; the sale 
collection a success as regards quantity, 
and there were really some good things 
init. The loan collection also contained 
some choice morceaux. Altogether a very 
pleasant afternoon was spent. 

A mecting was held last week in Union 
Chapel, for the purpose of according a 
welcome to the Rev. E. R. Palmer, as the 
Pastor of the church and congregation. 
‘The meoting was well-attended, and formed 
a pleasing expression of the interest felt. in 
the movement. The Rev. Mr. Muirhead 
commenced with devotional exercises, and 
then called on Dr. Johnston, as Chairman 
of the Committee of Management, to pre- 
side on the occasion. He stated in appro- 
priate terms the object of their gathering 
together, and congratulated the members 
of the congregation on having secured 


the services of the Rev. Mr. Palmer 
as their Pastor. The Revs. Messrs. 
Roberts, Barratt and Muirhead then 


addressed the meeting on the new 
relationship that was being formed, and 
extended a warm welcome to the new 
Pastor, wishing for him much prosperity 
and success in the duties of his office. 
‘Mr. Palmer followed in a suitable manner, 
intimating his earnest desire to be useful 
in the work on which he was entering, and 
his thankfulness for the kind reception he 
had met with at the hands of the office 
bearers on his arrival in Shanghai, and 
for the hearty words of welcome he had just 
listened to. ‘The very Rev. Dean Butchor 
came into the Chapel during Mr. Palmer's 
address, having just closed a service in the 
Cathedral, and, at the request of the Chair- 
man, expressed his satisfaction at being 
present on the occasion. He reciprocated 
the sentiments of catholicity that had just 
been uttered, and stated how often and 
pleasantly he had been associated in 
Christian work with the late Pastor of the 
congregation, the Rev. Mr. Thomas, and 
hoped that. the same happy fellowship 
would be maintained with their esteemed 
friend, the new Pastor of Union Chapel, 
for whom he sincerely wished a career of 
much usefulness in this place. ‘The Rev. 
Mr. Palmer then concluded with prayer 
and the benediction. We have only to 
add that the new Pastorate has been 
entered on under many happy auspices, 
and it is hoped that it will be highly suc- 
cessful in all the duties connected with it. 
‘A telegram. was received Tuesday, ari- 
nouncing that the appointment of Assistant 
Judge of the Supreme Court of China and 
Japan, vacant, through the death of Mr. 
Goodwin, will be conferred on Mr. N. J. 
Hannen. We believe we shall be giving 
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utterance to a very general feeling, when 
we express surprise at this announce- 
ment. No one will object to the personal 
appointment. Mr. Hannen has been long 
known to residents both in China and Japan, 
and hascommanded respectin his profession, 
besides having already filled for a short 
time the post of Assistant Judge, in 
Japan. But the appointment would be so 
unfair in that it passes over the patent 
claim of Mr. Mowat, that we can scarcely 
believe it has been actually decided on. 
‘Mr. Mowat has now, for a long period, since 
Sir Edmund Hornby's. departure and 
during Mr. Goodwin's illness, practically 
filled the office not only of Assistant but of 
Chief Judge ; and we believe wo express 
the feeling of the bar as well as of the 
community, in saying that he has conducted 
the’ onerous and responsible duties of that 
position in a manner which has gained 
general respect, and established his right 
to promotion on the vacancy which has 
now occurred. 

‘A case recently occurred at the Mixed 
Court, which has quite a dash of romance 
about it, A ruffian, unfortunately not in 
custody, hired three Tientsin blackguards 
to eflectthe forcible abduction of a pretty 
actress of about 16 years of age. The 
thing, was arranged in true melodramatic 
style. A carriage was waiting round the 


corner, One of the ruffians pretended to- 


be drunk, and knocked against the ‘chair 
carrying the girl. A row ensued, the chair 
was upset, and the girl dragged out of it. 
Luckily, among the chair coolies there was a 
celestial trump who, instead of bolting, 
stood over his fare and’ fought the rufans 
until the police came and grabbed them. 
The coolie got his head broken badly, and 
Aspasia’s pretty satins and furs got soiled 
with mud ; but the three Tientsin agents of 
love are the guests of the Municipal Council, 
and will continue so for two years, during 
which time they will enjoy, it is hoped, many 
walks in company with the M. ©., roller. 
Just now however, they have no taste for 
active exorcise, and still less inclination for 
sitting down. 

‘The China New Year opens on Saturday, 
and the’ holidays with which’ our native 
friends always celebrate the occasion begin 
to-morrow. Foreigners perforce follow 
suit, as business is at a stand still. All the 
Consulates and Public Oftices will be closed. 

From a paragraph which wo print else- 








_ Where it will be seen that the telephone has 


been successfully fitted up in the C.BL.S.N. 
Co.'s offices, in supercession of the telegraph 
which had been previously used betweon 
the Central Office and their wharves and 
godowns. 

The Fozhound, a new composite gunboat, 
has been commissioned at Devonport by 
Lieutenant-Commander W. H. Newell, for 
service on the China and Japan station, 

‘Wo understand that a new book, by Mr. 
H. A. Giles, will shortly be published, 
ontitled “A Glossary of reference on sub- 
jects connected with the Far East.” It 
‘will contain alphabetically arranged explan- 
ations of all the words, terms, titles, &c., in 
common use among foreigners in China, 
Sapan, and the Straits Settlements. 

‘We print elsewhere, forthe sake of record, 
the text of the Anti-Opium memorial in 
gevour of the Chefoo Convention, which 





was presented to Lord Derby in November 
last. 


‘We publish elsewhere two letters regard- 
ing the famine in the North of China, 
which bear out the most extreme state- 
ments that have been made regarding that 
calamity. Ono is from Pere Aymeri, 
quoting the substance of letters that have 
reached him from Shansi, Shensi and 
‘Honan ; the other from Mr. Richard, who 
is at Tai-yuen-foo, in the heart of Shansi. 
Both concur in describing the suffering as 
truly horrible. The names of 8 or 9 
millions are said to be down for relief in 
the three provinces most afflicted; but 
how far this is from representing the total 
number of sufferers, or how inadequate is 
the relief forthcoming, may be inferred 
from the accounts of children being boiled 
and eaten, clay and leaves even used for 
food, and men, women and children dying 
and dead by the roadside. — We can 
sympathise in the earnestness of the ap- 
peal for funds, made by those who are 
daily witnesses of such horrors; and we are 
convinced that the appeal which Dfr. 
Muirhead, on behalf of the Relief Com- 
mittee, makes for further aid will evoke a 
willing response from many who had 
not yet realised the horror of the scenes 
which aro described in Mr. Richard’ 
lotter. It may bo that what wo send is a 
drop in the bucket, but every hundred 
dollars suffices to save somo lives and 
relieve some measure of suffering. The 
whole of the funds hitherto subscribed 
havo been remitted ; but we share the hope 
of the Committeo that more will be forth- 
coming in answer to this renewed appeal. 

In tho Peking Gazette of the 28th 
December, Li Hung-chang reports that 
‘Tis. 75,050 have been raised since April, 
as contributions towards the requirements 
of famine-relief in Chihli, in addition 
to Tis. 214,344 previously collected and 
accounted for. 

In a note to the Censor T’eng K'ing-lin’s 
memorial in the Peking Gazette of the 29th 
December, the translator throws a new 
light on the seemingly purposeless homilies 
which are occasionally addressed to the 
Throne on the subject of good government. 
‘The impression generally conveyed is that 
the writer has accumulated a stock of 
platitudes of which he wishes to relieve his 
mind, and so strings them together in a 
memorial. It is now suggested, however, 
that these are often intended only as a cloak 
to the introduction of a “postscript,” 
much as a bouquet may be used to 
cover a letter which could not very 
well be otherwise delivered. ‘The pre- 
sent memorial is said to have covered a 
representation in favour of the release 
of the Manchu General Cheng-Luh, 
who was sentenced in 1874 for a 
massacre committed by troops under his 
orders in the province of Kansuh. It is 
not difficult to imagine the kind of per- 
suasion which may be occasionally brought 
to bear upon Censors, to induce them to 
submit such appeals. 

It is rather curious to hear of the me- 
morialist appealing in one breath for the 
release of a man guilty of such acts of 
cruelty ; and in the next remonstrating 











with all seeming sincerity against abuses ' 
alleged to prevail in the province of Kirin. + 





The Magistrates there allow inquest cases 
tolie over and accumulate for months, and 
then swoop down with a cloud of retainers 
and half rain the people concerned, by 
their squeezes.—Mention is also made of 
case where @ band of official retainers, 
numbering some hundred or more, invaded 
8 certain township “and compelled the 
traders of every degree, as well as the 
inhabitants generally, to pay duty over 
again upon all the merchandise in their 
possession ; besides which, by falsely de- 
claring acts of fraud upon the revenue 
to have been committed, they extorted 
penalties amounting to ten or fifteen times 
the legal rates of duty.” A state of com- 
plete anarchy is alleged to have resulted. 
The people gave up their business rather 
than submit to such intolerable oppression, 
whereupon the Customs revenue of course 
ceased to be, and the militis, which had 
been paid from this source, elected to dis- . 
band; leaving the field open to banditti who 
failed not to profit by the occasion, ‘The 
picture, indeed, is a charming one of 
oppression, and misrule. 

‘The Peking Gazette of the 30th December 
relates a ceremony which reminds one of 
“beating the bounds” of an English parish. 
‘The Governor-General of Manchuria re- 
ports the conclusion of the “autumn 
patrol of the frontier” betwoon China and 
Cores, by a Ohineso official and an officer 
appointed for the purpose by the King of 
Corea. 

If the Emperor could be guilty of a joke, 
we should fancy we descried one in the 
decree of the Slat December, rel 
proposed exchange of Genorals betwoon 
Kweichow and Kwangtung. The Governor- 
General of the two Kwang asks that one 
Chang Téh-luh, commanding a district in 
Kweichow, be allowed to exchange with 
Yang Yuh-ko, who is commanding o 
division in Kwangtung ; basing his recom. 
mendation on the groat merit of the former 
and the especial value his services would 
have in Kwangtung.—The Imperial reply 
snubs the Governor-General for his inter- 
ference, but, with a grim humour, sends 
him his protégé—out of employment. 
Chang Téh-luh may go to Kwangtung— 
but only to await a vacancy ; and the same 
Gazette appoints an officer to succeed him 
in his present post. 

Our Trentsix correspondent describes a 
frightful fire at one of the refugee soup- 
kitchens outside that city, by which nearly 
3,000 people were burned to death. 

Our Wexcnow correspondent records the 
collapse of the “wood” case, so far as that 
port is concerned. The man who was so 
misguided as to sell the timber, told his 
foreign protector that he preferred chancing 
it with his own authorities, to the ateady 
ruin which must come to him by eternally 
living confined in a foreign hong—and 
went forth. The truth of course is that, 
finding ‘the foreign officials made no pro- 
gress in tho matter, he has chosen the 
wiser part of coming to an understanding 
with his own. It was only a question of 
amount, probably. If the case were an 
English one, we should expect to see it end 
here, with the sole result of adding another 
docket to the Peking Archives; but we 
have some hope the German Legation will 
follow it up energetically. 
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Gditoyial Selections. 





‘THE CHINESE AMBASSADOR AT OXFORD. 
Tar accounts which have been re- 
cently printed of the visits of the 
Chinese Ambassador and his suite to 
the University of Oxford, have been 
the most interesting particulars of the 
movements of the Embassy that have 
yet reached us. They ate really far 
more important than the reports of the 
interviews with committees and doc- 
trinaires; and the actual sight of Oxford 
will probably make a far more lasting 
impression on the Chinese mind than 
all the deputations to whose oratory 
his Excellenoy Kwoh has been compelled 
to listen with becoming gravity, or, to 
adopt the inimitable Chinese phrase, 
with “respectful uneasiness.” The 

* Chinese are nothing if they are not 
& learned nation, The wholo system 
on which the Empire is based is oue of 
competitive examination. When all 
Europe was governed by successfal 
soldiers, or the descendants of successful 
soldiers, China had the courage and the 
originality to entrost her destinies to 
men of letters. There may be various 
opinions as to the result, but there can 
be no doubt as to the facts. China has 
elected that the seed plot of her great. 
ness shall be the examination hall. 
Now, for the first time, under strange 
‘suspices,and by a curious concurrence of 
circumstances, Ler representatives have 

isited the great University which 
Mr. Gladstone, in his earlier days, do- 
soribed as “tried and not found wanting 
through the vicissitudes of a thousand 
years to be a channel of blessings 
moral, social, and intellectual, to the 
present and fatare times.” One cannot 
get down deep into the recesses of the 
Chinese mind. The inner Chamber, 
which his thoughts inhabit, are mys- 
teries to us; and as it is the fashion to 
interpret China and the Chinese by 
the role of contrary, we must suppose 
that Kwoh was perpetually making con- 
trasta between the Enst and the Weat, 
largely to the disadvantage and dis- 
paragement of the latter. At the same 
time there must sorely bave been 
something to strike the Ambassador in 
the University on the banks of the 
Isia, Oxford would not impress him 
by its sizo, When wo hear of eleven 
thousaud men preseuting themselves 
‘a5 candidates for the degree of Kajiv, 
in the examination yard of Havgchow, 
in one year, we must not expect Kwoh 
to be impressed by the numerical 
strength of a University which bas not 
ten thousand names all told on the 
books. Nor would the representative 
of the Chinese Empire bo much im- 
pressed by the antiquity of Oxford. 
Two centuries before “Alfred the 
Great planted his seat of learning be- 
side the shrine of St. Frideswide,” 
Taitsung, the most illastrious Emperor 
of the Tang Dynasty, bad eatablished 
schools and brought system into liter- 
ary examinations, and enforced the 
perusal of the works of Confucias, 




















When China was reviving the carefal 
study of her own native Sage, we were 
groping our way and darkening with 
scholastic commentaries the writings 
of Aristotle. In effect, while China 
was appealing to a great national 
authority, we were misinterpreting an 
imported Oracle. The historical as- 
sociations which gather around the 
various colleges are venerable to us, but 
they are to the Chinese modern and 
seem almost events of yesterday. 

‘The varied architecture of the dif- 
ferent colleges did not say anything 
special to the Oriental Envoy. What 
does he know or care about our history ? 
He did not think of Wyoliffe at Baliol, 
of Erasmus at Corpus, of Wolsey at 
Christ Church. The Martyr’s Memorial 
could not kindle enthusiasm or anger. 
It would all be as uninteresting to 
Kwoh as the tomples and palaces of 
Poking are to the average English 
traveller. They would be quaint build- 
ings of an unusaal shape, and nothing 
more. No recollections would give 
them human interest and historic 
meaning. We conceive, however, that 
the vast libraries, containing so 
books in so many languages, woul 
up some little interest in the strange 
visitor ; and, indeed, though very many 
of the most important lessons Oxford 
has to offer would of necessity be 
missed, still some prejudices must have 
been cleared away, and some false 
impressions removed by the sight 
of a place so rich, and so splendid, 
dedicated to learning, by a people 
whose practical and unscientific charac- 
tor had generally been exclusively 
thrust before the notice of Chit 
The two points most constantly an 
perseveringly presented to the Chinese, 
and indeed to all other nations, by 
Great Britain, are her commercial 
activity and her naval supremacy. The 
prevalent idea in the minds of those 
who come in contact with us is that we 
aro a nation of traders and sailors. 
The sight of an important city of 
learning like Oxford, with its colleges, 
libraries, chapels, and musenms, mast 
disabuse the Chinaman of thi notion, 
and may perhaps induce him to place 
ug on # higher platform of estimation 
than he had previously been in the 
habit of doing. At all events, the day 
of the Oxford visit must be regarded 
as a noteworthy day in Kwoh’s sojourn 
in England, and the famous University 
may be suro that the sighta she had to 
show will not be quickly forgotten 
ind observant visitor from 
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‘THE TELEPHONE. 

Ox Monday afternoon our readers had 
an opportunity of seeing one of the 
most wonderful inventions of modern 
times, in actual operation in Shanghai. 


|The Committee of the conversazione 


held in connection with’ the North- 
China Branch of the Royal Asiatic 
Society were very fortunate in 
being able to secure the help of Mr. 





Bishop, and as might be conceived, 
the Telephone was one of the most 
attractive objects on view at the 
Society’s rooms. Forty years ago, 
the first idea or rather the dis- 
covery which must be regarded as the 
germ of the Telephone was made by 
Professor Page, who noticed that a 
sound was transmitted along the elec 
trie wire, caused by the breach of 
contact of the magnet at the other 
extremity. Later, several scientific mon 
followed up the hint with various 
results. De la Rue, amongst others, 
made some interesting discoveries as to 
the transmission of undulations of 
sound along electrical wires; but the 
first Telepbone was made by Mr. Rice, 
and this instrament has lately been 
exhibited by Professor Graham Bell, 
in London, This early attempt could 
not transmit words, but simply tones 
and undulations of sound. The next step 
apparently held a middle place between 
the early attempt of Rice and the 
Telephone of Professor Bell ; this was 
the phonautograph process. | This in 
strament gave tracings of the curves 
of various sounds, and this led to 
investigations of the current of velocity 
with a view (we quote the inventor's 
own words) “to send a current of the 
same velocity as that of the original 
pulsation of the air, so as by this 
meansto reproduce the sonnds accurately 
at the further extremity of the wire.” 

‘There is in all great discoveries, in 
all great revolutious, one notable day 
which decides the fate of the invention 
or the movement, Sometimes, as in 
the discovery of the safety valve by o 








.| boy, this crisis is brought nbout by 


accident. At other times it is the 
roward of long toil, 1s in the caso of 
Buffon, when, just before bis death 
had a large quantity of fossil bones and 
shells placed before him, und found 
them entirely different from the remains 
of animals then inhabiting the world, 
At that momen! the mind of the 
veteran naturalist sprang up the idea 
of infinite time, peopled -with other 
creations besides onr own. The fature 
of geology was compressed into that 
minute, ‘These are not perhaps the . 
best and aptest illustrations that might 
be chosen, but they are in a certain 
sense matched by the day when Pro- 
fessor Bell tried the memorable exper- 
iment in the Hall of Boston, and spoke 
to an assistant. at tie other end of the 
wire. “Do you understand what I 
say?” he asked. ‘The reply came in 
distinctly audible toues, “Yes, I : 
stand you perfectly.” ‘Ibe rest was 
comparatively easy. The instrament 
had to be simplified. The membrane 
was found to be unnecessary, and au 
iron plate soon satisfied all require. 
ments. Then the battery power was 
reduced. Then it was found that no 
battery was needed, a, constant maguet 
supplying a suificient current for the 
transmissiori of the sounds. Repeated 
experiments followed, by which the best 
size and thickness for the iron plate 
was ascertained ; and then the question 
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of the absolutely needfal length of 


“the coil to be wrapped round a 


small part of the megnet was settled. 
‘The disvovery is now an accomplished 


“faot; Much ‘more will probably be 


made of it than has hitherto been 
made, At this moment, Professor Bell 


only apprebends the causes that pro-| 


duce such wonderful effects. There 
seems to be reason to suppose that the 
sound is caused rather by molecular 
action than vibration. It is enough 
for us, however, to perceive that one of 
the greatest discoveries of this or any 
age has been made, When wo find 
that by this instrament the breathing 
of a man has been beard 149 miles off, 
we may well hold our breaths in 
wonder! 

‘Tho gathering at tho Asiatic Society's 
rooms was lerge, and there were 


* many objects of interest to be seen. 


Unique specimens of Chinese art 
and manufactures abounded, and the 
lithographic illustrations of Egyptian 
scenes and inscriptions were well worth 
seeing ; but to practical business men, 
the Telephone was probably the centre 
of attraction. 





THE P, AND 0. COMPANY, 


From. its commencement with the New 
Year of 1841, till the opening of the 
Suez Canal, the Peninsular and Oriental 
Steam Navigation Company was identi 
fied with every step in our commercial 
and political relations with the East; 
and though, since that date, the develop. 











_ ment of the steam shipping interest 


has tended more or less to overshadow 
the old institution, the P. & O, Co. may 
yet be anid to hold the foremost rank 
@mongst steam navigation companies 
trading with Asiatic aud Australian 
ports, Its career has been more or less 
an epitome of the course of trade,— 
prosperous when trade was flourishing, 
unfortunate when, owing to undue 
competition and other causes, trade was 
dall or disastrous. The opening of the 
Suez Canal changed entirely the con- 
ditions of steam transit between Europe 
and Asia; and it is undeniable that, 
although long forewarned, the Penin- 
ular and Oriental Company did not 
for a considerable period appreciate the 
altered conditions. Whether this arose 
from want of prescieuce, or whether the 
conditions of the money market were 
such as to prevent the P. & O. Co. 
taking the necessary steps to render 
their fleet available for the new line, 
now matters little; the fact remains 
that, for two or three years after the 
opening of the new route, the existence 
of the Company was in serious jeopardy ; 
and it was difficult to tell whether the 
Directors, notwithstanding their advan- 
tages in the possession of an official staff 
and established lines of traffic, would 
be able to carry it through safely. 
It may be said that the opening. of 
the Canal necessitated an entire recon- 
straction of the fleet. Admirable sea- 
boats as were the old ships, they were 
deficient in carrying capacity; while 





their very strength entailing as it 
did additional weight to be driven, and 
the old style of their engines, told 
heavily in the working expenses. It 
is satisfactory to be able .to report 
that these difficulties are in the main 
overcome, and that the fleet bas been 
almost entirely renewed with vessels 
of a superior class, capable of carrying 
large cargoes without any sacrifice of 
speed or efficiency. Few companies 
could produce so fine a ship as the 
Mirzapore, which has been in our har- 
bour during the present month ; and 
though all the ships of the com- 
pany are not of so high aclass, they 
are still in every respect of comfort and 
convenience in advance of their pre- 
decessors, It is undeniable that, in many 
minor matters, the P. & O. Co. for a 
time alienated the good wishes of many 
shippers in China; still, we believe most 
if not all of the residents have a regard 
for s Compeny which binds, as it does, 
the present with the past, aud we are 
sure there are none who envy its 
‘prosperity. In one respect the P. & O. 
Co, have always been exemplary. 
Except under the most untoward cir- 
cumstances, their mails have been 
landed safely and punctually, and their 
faith with the public in this respect 
has been well kept. The report for 
the past year refers with some degree 
of pride to the ‘services they have 
rendered in this respect, and it is un- 
doubtedly true “thet the Company 
have from the first commencement of 
their operations acted upon the princi- 
ple of reducing, in favour of the public 
revenue, the charge for conveying mails 
when they obtained anything more 
than a moderately fair return on 
their invested capital.” These facts 
establish an equitable claim in favour 
of the old Company on the next 
settlement of the postal contract, and 
we are glad to see that, with this 
hope in view, the Directors are keeping 
steadily before them the improvement 
of their fleet. We cordially hope 
they will not be disappointed in their 
expectation. But we also hope that 
a considerably increased rate of speed 
will be required under any future 
engagement. It is satisfactory to find, 
after a number of years of depression, 
that the Company is once more in a 
condition of comparative prosperity. 
‘The opening of the Canal has rendered 
possible one source of reduction, in the 
stocks of coals and stores found 
necessary at the Eastern stations ; and 
the Company has wisely used the 
reduction towards diminishing its linbi- 
lities. Withiu little more than a year, 
debentures representing upwards of 
quarter of a million sterling have been 
paid up, while ample fands remain on 
hand for renewal of ships. Indeed, the 
Company, repairing a mistake made 
ten years ago, of placing an insufficient 
amount to the credit of the renewal 
fond, bas been able still further to 
place to that fnnd an extraordinary 
sum of £200,000, in addition to the 
ordinary contribution of the year. The 








modest dividend of 4} per cent paid 
under these circumstances, seems to in- 
dicate that the affairs of the Company 
are in safe and cautious hands, 








@utyorts. 


PEKING. 


‘Tho famino is the great question of the 
day here. On all hands we hear of the 
most distressing condition of the people of 
Shansi, Sheusl, North Honan and South 
Chihli, A memorial of the Governor of 
Shansi in the Gazette, a few days ago, 
powreage the picture in most harrowing 
ines. It is calculated that in that province 
alone 1,000 aro dying daily; that it em- 
braces some five or six millions of people, 
probably 7/10ths of the entire population 
and hsiens of Shansi. In the four provinces 
the numbers must amount to 9 or 10 mil- 
lions—five times the number threatened 
with famine in India, the crisis of which is 
now passed. Tribute rice from the South 
to the amount of 6 millions piculs is ordered 
to be diverted at the Governor's urgent 
request, to meet their pressing wants, 
Money, too, is pouring in upon them. 
‘Mr, Richard, of Chefoo, is at the provincial 
capital in charge of one of the three 
Imperial soup-kitchens, and it would appear 
that the 2,000 taels he took with him, the 
residue of the money over from the Shan- 
tung famine, with sums since added from 
home, is being spent in this way. From 
his great experience of similar distress in 
Shantung, and the careful and discriminat- 
ing manner in which the funds placed in 
his hands were disposed of, we may rest 
assured he has adopted the best means to 
reach the largest number at the smallest 
working expense, A sum of 500 tacls 
remitted by the Shanghai Relief Com- 
mittee, besides some local sums, wero for- 
other day to him, through one 
of the native banks, at 3 per cent. discount. 
The greatest distress is in the South of the 
province. He informs us that news of 
the most appalling description reaches 
him; the dead lying on the roadside, 
supplying food for the hungry dogs and 
magpies, and. children being boiled and 
eaten. ‘The distress in Chihli is nearly 
as bad in some places, and is more easy 
of access. Wo hear that soveral of the 
missionaries at Peking and Tientsin are 
repared to go forth to the work of relief. 
subscription lists have been opened in 
Peking among the missionaries, and dona- 
tions to this end from $25 to 50 taels havo 
been subscribed by many of their number, 
Many refugees are collecting at the capital 
and at Tientsin, and we have just heard of 
the dreadful massacre of the innocents 
there on Sunday morning last, about 10 
o'clock, when some 2,500 to 3,000 helpless 
women and children’ lost their lives by 
being burned alive. They were encamped in 
a mat enclosure on the .E. corner outside 
the city wall. ‘Tickets for 4,000 were issued. 
for the place. ‘The sights, it is said, were 
something horrible. It is estimated there 
are 60,000 refugees in Tientsin. 

‘The weatherisintensely cold, theminimum 
at night falling as low as 3° above zero, and 
during the day to 21°. Many must die from 
cold, accelerated by insufficiency of food, and 
many from diseases following in the wake 
of famine. 

12th January. 









































TIENTSIN, 

The holidays have passed very quictly, 
and T ought fo say plensantly, to, T think 
—a quiet pleasure, which after all brings 
more real enjoyment than those which 
are mingled with great excitement. The 
only matter of note was an entertain. 
ment given by the Minstrel Club of H:M.S. 
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Midge, last evening, The farces.of “Box 
and Cox” and the “Mischievous Monkey” 
‘were: very well rendered, songs and other 
performances filling up. the evening, and 
greatly. amusing the audience till almost 
midnight... The proceeds.of the entertain- 
ment were intended to go to the ‘Famine 
Relief,” but. I have it said that 
some of the community refused to attend 
iPanyHhing was given to, the Chines and 
50. the funds may be diverted from this 
object. It is a great pity if such an un- 
veorty feling exists and it does not seem 
oil thot it can represent the general 
fentiment. ‘The feeling of the com- 
munity on the subject of relief is now 
being tested by a circular issued by the 
Committee of last year (Rev. C. A. Stanley, 
Chairman, and Rev, J. Lees, Treasurer), 
soliciting funds to be used in sections where 
Government aid is not given. It is to 
be hoped the reealt may show that such 
fa fecling as.is indicated above does not 
exist, or, if does exist ax an excuse for not 
doing aduty,. may it be shamed into con- 
ccalment, as unworthy of a manly character. 

‘About 10 o'clock yesterday morning (7th) 
f fire broke out among the matsheds in 
one of the relief yards just outside the 
8.E, comer of the city wall. A strong N.E. 
wind vas blowing a the time, and searcly 
an hour passed before the sheds were all 
burned, and between 2,800 and 3,000 
women’ and children were suffocated or 
burned to death. As correct an estimate 
‘as I can get gives the number of inmates 
8 9,000, of whom only a little over 100 


escaped. 
The location of this soup-kitchen was 
unfortunate. On the East side was the 
city ditch, on a part of the South and 
‘West sides was an ice-pit, while houses 
lined the remaining sides. In addition, it 
was surrounded by a strong fence of kau- 
liang stalks. plastered with mud, in which 
there was only one gate. And it is said 
that on the bursting forth of the flames, 
the gatekeeper locked the gate and ran 
away. Many of the Chinese showed much 
courage in trying to render assistance, as 
testified by an eyewitness who, passi 
just at the time, hastened to do what he 
‘could in tearing down the fence and render- 
ing other services, He speaks of the scene 
‘at that time as. terrible beyond description. 
‘The scene presented after the fire had done 
ite work was ghastly and horrible, and the 
picture of it rises before my mind as one 
that can never be effaced. The con- 
tortions of the features, the position 
of the body, hands, limbs, mouth and 
eyes, the same as when the flame 
and smoke overtook them, reminded one 
of. the descriptions of Pompei. Had 
the gate been left open, probably many 
more ight have made their eseape, but so 
rapidly did the flames spread through the 
matsheds, and in the straw and mats 
spread on the ground as a protection against 
mpness, that before an opening could be 
made in the fence, few even were left to 
linger on in suffering. 
low the fire originated no one seems to 
to know—a spark, possibly, from the range 
where at-the time the millet was cooking. 
‘A very extensive fire occurred on Satur- 
day night in the N.W. suburb, the particu- 























lars of which I e not heard.—It is very 
cold at Bo'loe this moming the mercury 
at 7°. 
8th January. 
‘BANKOW. 

Armeeting of Land-rentors o” the British 
Concession was held on the / inst. The 
‘Municipality seems to be: the happy 


position of being more than a year’s revenue 
in advance; the income of the past year 
having been Tis. 5,531 against an expendi- 
tureof Tis. 5,273, leavinga balance of Tis. 258 
to be added to the balance of Tis. 6,709 
Drought forward from the previous year. 
‘The.taxes were re-imposed on the old basis, 
except'n reduction of } per centi in the 





‘House Assessment. —Messra. Ramsay, 
White, Townend and Hole were-elected a 
Council for the ensuing year. 

‘To-day is the first time this year: that it 
can be said to have thawed, as the little 
wind there was came from the South and 
the air-had a milder feeling. ‘The frost, 
with an 8 to 10 inch fall of snow, set in on 
the 2nd inst. ; and since then (except to-day) 
the glass has scarcely touched freezing 
point, = then only about to2p.m. ona 
sunny day. People having English grates 
in the dining room have thought themselves 


lucky, after having a fire all day, to get | has 
ister 40°. — ‘To 


the thermometer to register 

counter all this cold, we have had 
as much skating as we cared for, close at 
hand; and on the Wuchang Lake some 
fine black ice (like glass) was found, ex- 
tending from 1 to 2 miles, where afew who 
cared to go had a fine time of it.— 
The lowest the thermometer’ registered, 
I believe, was 8. The Chinese say it has 
never been so cold before, though » few 
declare it was as bad—some say 100 and 
others 200 years ago. At any rate it has 
astonished the natives to see the Han 
River frozen over; and the ice is said to 
have been sufficiently thick to allow of traitic 





on it for 50 miles up from this—a. tale | Peli 


which is almost borne out by seeing the 
big blocks floating past the Concession, all 
of which come out of the Han. 

21st January. 

‘The first Hankow A.D.O. performance 
took place last night in the Club, Whit 
were formerly the reading and drawing- 
rooms, have been thrown together and 
transformed into a very pretty little draw- 
ing-room theatre, appropriately named the 
«Bijou Theatre,” the library has 
boen enlarged, and is now a reading-room 
and library combined. Owing to the long- 
continued and severe. frost, the plaster 
work of the theatre could not be finished 
in time, but both the proscenium and audi- 
torium were tastefully draped for the ogee 
sion with the flags of all nations. Two 
ces were performed 
farce of “€ John Dobbs, 
and a very amusing cot 
“Fish out of Water;” and both 
mirably acted by a very efficient corps 
dramatique. It is very rare to find an 
amateur company who are so well up in 
their parts as to require little or no prompt- 
ing, and who are so well got up as to puzzle 
their intimate friends as to their identity; 
but that was the case last night, and the 
constant rounds of applause were as well 
merited as they were hearty and sincere. 
It was with the greatest pleasure that we 

in welcomed our old friend Mr. Edgar 
Franklyn, who was absent all las: winter, 
and it was considerably owing to his good 
acting and good management thatlastnight’s 
performance was such a complete success. 
As Sam Savory, in ‘Fish out of Water,” 
he took the house by storm; and Mr. T. 
Totalet, as Peter Paternoster, was almost 
equally’ comic in “John Dobbs.” But it 
appears invidious to pick out individual 
Characters for praine, where all were 90 good. 

Before the curtain rose, an appropriate 
prologue was delivered ; and the enjoyment 
of the evening was further enhanced by 





4 











the pieces performed on the. piano by the 
Mdeal ‘Director, Hor von Dadel ‘Sach 
Pfeiffer. 

24th January. 





WENCHOW. 


The last advance that we have heard of 
in the now celebrated wood case, is that 
the victim came to his foreign protector, 
and with much pathos described the starv- 
ing condition of his family and the speedy 


ruin which was overtaking his property, | Gout 


caused by the forced inaction imposed on 
him. In effect, he said nothing could be 
worse than the mental suspense under 
which he suffered—that in fact he preferred 
going forth to brave oficial wrath; and 





relying on such means as he could com- 
mand for stemming or modifying it. 
He has accordingly; we hesr, left. the 
Hong, till now his refuge ; but whether 
this is the result of.an understanding come 
to between himself and the officials, your 
deponent knoweth not. At any rate, it is 
very possible that: the contact the au- 
thorities- so eagerly desired, and which 
will now be 20 reauily acquired, may be 
Productive of consequences more favour. 
able to the defence than the prosecution, 
Let us hope, however, that as the matter 

s been teferred elsewhere, energetic 
action and ultimately beneficial results 
may be looked :for.—H.M:8: Moorhen is 
here, and leaves on Monday for Foochow.— 
‘With this last interesting item, I exhaust 
the present stock of news procurable at 
our port, 

sth January. 





FoocHoW. 
‘There is again very little news of interest 


from Foochow. ‘Tho Herald hears that the 
‘Mamoi Arsenal has in great part suspended 
its operations owing to a scarcity of the 
sinews of war. The establishment is, it 
, almost entirely dependent on the 
port duties and the lekin exactions ; conser 
quently the cessation of tea shipments is a 
serious blow to it.—Tho Race Ball was to 
take place on tho evening of the 17th:— 
The Herald has before alluded to the por- 
sistent endeavours made by the local gentry 
(aided and abetted by mative officials) t 
prevent foreigners from acquiring land 
either within the city walls or suburbs, 
‘The following is a translated copy of a 
notice cut in extremely large characters 
(painted red, to give them greater promin- 
ence) on a tock close to: the British Con- 
sulate at Wu-shih-shan : 
the Féng.abuey of th 
tly. dependent [lit., 
the subtle geomantic 
ons pl 






















bottom of 
“Should any disobey, the publio will deter- 
“mine (the measure of punishment.) 

“Engraved on this stono in the 7th moon 
of the Sei year of the reign of Kwang Si.” 

It must bo understood that this insorip- 
tion is within almost a stone's throw of the 
British Consul’s: residence on the top of 
‘Wa-shih-shan ; that the city authorities 
must be perfectly well aware of its exist- 
ence; that the English Church Mission: is 
possessed of legally acquired ground in the 

ty, and that any forsigner’ is entitled 
by treaty. to purchase in the: neigh- 
bourhood at rates prevailing amongst the 
natives. But that this right is systematically 
denied by the Chinese authotities is beyo 
any question. It is proved at this moment 
by the fact that certain lessors and a broker 
engaged in the transfer of a building site 
in this Settlement to an American ‘citizen, 
are lodged in prison, undergding the most 
severo punishmnent, and it is even rumoured 
amonggt the natives that the unhappy. men 
are doomed to decapitation. 

‘The Market Report says about 4,500 chosta 
Congon have been settled since the 2lxt 
ultimo jan the unsold atok is ow reduced 
to 400 chests. The supply of other descr 
tions of leaf is also exhausted. ‘The further 

iblication of the Market Report will there- 
Tore bo deferred.to the commencement of 
next seco. Tha {otal export for this 
season, COM] wit of eason, 
is (per Custom Returns) as follows 


Earope including cargos of Mba 
‘Vessels loet).. 83,443,107 


Angtaia asd 
Mee desioa, do, do... 14209290 
Viera do, do... 1,817.85 
etna, iS aks MRS 
: assis 
200,000 
$3,101,187 65,100,080 
+ ¥,B—inclades 6,962,069 Ibe Brick Tea; .to Russia 
Tle 











ao, fo. ao, 
Eatimated amount of cargo for 
London, unshipped 3 
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aMor. - 

‘We are half dead with dissipation. The 
Races, the visit of the Hongkong Eleven, 
‘and of the U.S. flagship Tennessee, having 
given occasion to a round of dinners, tiffins 


and dances which have utterly exhausted | P| Fang Changin the following pre: 


our quiet community. The weather, toc, 
has been horribly cold; but thank heaven 
the sun has at last appeared, and we have 
to-day abandoned great coats. 

‘The Hongkong people gave us a dreadful 
thrashing at cricket, billiards and bowls; 
and racquets are the only field in which we 
have so far proved victors; but we were 
fairly successful at the Races, and kept the 
Challenge and Champion Cups and Ladies’ 
Parse, so we take our defeats cheerfully. 


23rd Jan. 





HONGKONG. 


The American frigate Tennessee arrived 
on the 22nd inst., from Amoy.—The Ger- 
man gunboat Nautilus arrived the followin 
morning, from Swatow. She will remain 
for for days and then proceed to Singa- 
pore, where she will meet the German 
gunboat Albatyoss, from the Mediterranean, 
which is intended for the China Coast. 
‘The Nautilus ison her way home.—H.M. 
troopship Tamar left Singapore on Saturday 
for Hongkong with the rath Highlanders, 
in command of Liout.-Colonel Wm. Kelty 
McLeod.—The Galley of Lorne reports that 
the second engineer, John Preeble, was 
vashed overboard in the Bay of Biscay 

ing heavy weather. Coming up the 
duping ory weather, Cong ep, te 
was washed off the forecastle-head on to 
the main deck and had his leg broken. 
—The Report of the Hongkong Hotel Com- 
pany says a further som of $9,000, has 
juring the past six months been paid off 
the loan, thus reducing the Company's debt 
to $61,000. The profit and loss account 
shows ‘a credit-balance of $7,245.19, of 
hich amount the directors proposs to dis: 
tribute amongst the shareholders a dividend 
of $2.60 per share, thus absorbing a sum of 
$4,645, and to write the balance $2,600.19 
off “Hotel and Furniture” account.—The 
Governor has provisionally appointed Mr. 
Francis Bulkley Johnson to be a member 
of the Legislative Council of Hongkong, rice 
the Hon, William Keswick absent on leave. 
—The Press says the Salt Commissioner's 
revenue cruisers are looking very sharply 
after the fishing boats between Hongkon; 
and Macao. If any fishing boats are foun 
with salt on board, it is taken from them, 
and remonstrances lead to their being 
towed off to Canton.—A dramatic perform- 
ance was given by the Portuguese amateurs 
at the Lusitano Theatre on Saturday even- 
ing for the benefit of the poor of Macao. 
‘Tt was well attended, and the pieces were 
performed with spirit and seemed to give 
general satisfaction. 

‘The China Mail reports that the S.S. 
W. Cores de Vries anchored about seven 
miles off Macao on the morning of 
having expended all her coal It is said 
the had to burn all her yards to reach 
anchorage. ‘The White Cloud offered to 
tow her into port for the sum of $250, 
but the offer was declined, and the Cores 
subsequently got coal from Macao. ‘The 
Cores de Vries has since arrived in Hong- 
kong and reports having experienced 
st Northerly and North East winds 
after leaving Hoihow on the 13th instant. 

Captain Edmund J. Church has been 
succeeded in command of H.M.S, Curlew, 
on his promotion to post rank, by Com: 
mander Wm. McF. Castle, late first lieut- 
enant of H.M.S. Audacious,—The British 
steamship Zanzibar, Captain Gardiner Fox, 
which has arrived in Hongkong, from 
Shimonosaki with a full cargo of tice, is 
the first British steamer which has loaded 
at that port. : 

The decision in the Yesso case has not! 
yet been giver, The Ma‘? says the sub-{ 
seriptions for the relief of the suiferors by | 























the 10th, | Me 


the explosion have reached a little more 
than $11,000, including the very liberal 
gmount rubseribed, by Mess. Douglas 
Lapraik and Co. The money has been 
distributed to the sufferers or their friends 
‘Messrs. Leong On, Wai Kwong, 


pessoas :—-On account of passengers who 
swe died, about $140 each. On account 
‘of shopmen and boarding-house runners 
who were killed, about $100 each. On 
account of coolies and boatmen who met 
their death, about $70 each. For survivors, 
about $26 each. Those of the recipients 
who could give security were paid some 
days ago, but those who could not were 
paid on the 16th.—In connexion with 
the refusal by the Colonial Government of 
alicense to the American ship Charter Oak, 
wred to convey passengers to Honolelu, 
the Daily Press hears that the Chinese 
authorities have arrested, in a village near 
‘Macao, a poor child of about eleven years 
of age, the son of a aighly respectable China- 
man in Honolulu named Wong-heung-kuk, 
on a charge of intending to ship or proceed 
in the vessel referred to, or of inducing 
others todo so. The Colonial Government 
being, however indirectly, the cause of this 
jece of tyranny, we trust that his Excel- 
Roney the Goveruor may take some steps to 
procure the poor lad’s release.—The same 
paper says that the boy who stole the five 
$100 notes from the Rev. Father Vigano 
on the 12th September, 1877, has been 
apprehended at Nam-tao by the Chinese 
authorities, and the remaining portion of 
the money, namely, four $100 notes, was 
found in his possession. 

‘The Report of the H., C. & MI. Steamboat 
Company for the past half-year shows an 
amount at credit of Profit and Loss Account, 
after paying running expenses, premia of 
insurance, salaries, repairs and a fine of 
$4,020 imposed on the Kinshan for over- 
carrying passengers, of $38,018.16, from 
which the Directors recommend the dis- 
tribution of a dividend for the half-year at 
the rate of 3 per cent. on the paid capital, 





which will absorb $18,000, and the appro- | anc 


priation of $2,500 as Directors’ remunera- 
tion, leaving $17,518. 16to be carried forward 
to new account. Considering that the state 
of affairs on the river has not improved, but 
that, on the contrary, rates of freight have 
been still lower than at the date of the last 
report, the Directors trust that the result 
of the half-year’s working will be viewed as 
not unsatisfactory.—The China Mail un- 
derstands that Sir John Smale has decided 
to take four months’ leave of absence, and 
make a short visit to England. His seat 
on the bench will, it is said, be occupied 
by Mr. Justice Snowden until his re- 
turn ; but who will take the post of actin, 

Puisne Judge has not been yet decided. 
=A Court Martial on Assistant-Paymaster 
H. C. Barnard has acquitted him of the 
charge of drunkenness, and sentenced him 
to lose six months’ seniority on that of 
neglect of duty, which he admitted.—The 
fail says there has been ice at Canton of 






about the eighth of an inch thick, and the 
severity of the cold there is described as 
more intense than has been known for 
anumber of years.—The Mail also notes 
that the cold weather has recived the lively 
game of football, a small but hardly-con- 
tested game having been played in Hong- 
kong. ‘There was a decent gathering of 
on-lookers, the natives enjoying the “spills” 
much more than the actors ; the grass was 
very slippery, and this enjoyment was preity 
extensive. Seven or eight players were 
engaged on each side for three-quarters of 
an hour, but no goals were kicked.—Race 
ponies are arriving in numbers from Shang- 
hai and the Southern ports, and the names 
of several cracks are mentioned. 





HIOGO. 





There is very little locai news worth | 
quoting in Hiogo napers.—4 meeting of | 
the Chamber of Cc mmorce was held on the ! 


5th instant, at which Messrs Browne 
(Chairman), Hughes, lies, Groom and 
Iwersen were elected a Committee for the en- 
suing year, The accounts showed a balance 
in hand of $501.—The cold weather which 
we have been experiencing has extended 
to Japan.—The News says winters in Kobe 
are usually so mild that skating as a rule 
can only be enjoyed once in two or three 
years. ‘The late severe weather has offered 
Tesidents the unfrequent opportunity, and 
on Sunday afternoon a party had several 
hours healthy recreation on the well known 
lange pond close to the summit of Futa- 
tabisan. 





NAGASAKI. 
Ni i has shared the ‘‘ weather” we 
have been experiencing on this sido of the 
sea. The Rising Sun says “all day on the 


1th, the softly-falling snow, which ulti- 
mately covered the ground and gave to.the 
trees and hills that beautiful appearance 
which “snow alone can produce, reminded 
us that it is mid-winter, though the weather 
is milder than one could expect at this time 
of year’.—The New Year, according tothe 
Greek Calendar, fell on the 13th, and the 
occasion was taken advantage of to celebrate 
the recent successes against the Turks by a 
grand display of fireworks at the Russian 
nsulate. ‘The previous midnight was 
notified by the firing of a gun, and a dis- 
play of fire-works from the three Russian 
ships now in harbour. On Sunday, how- 
ever, a great treat was in store for lovers 
of pyrotechnics, who assembled in con- 
siderable numbers to witness the display, 
Punctually at eight o'clock, the first rocket 
was fired, and for over an hour a brilliant 
illumination continued, enlivened by the 
strains of the excellent band of the flagshi 
Bayan. Several of the set pieces embodi 
a political meaning, one especially which 
attracted our attention being the utter col- 
lapse of the Star and Crescent and its re- 
lacement by the Cross. Festivities were 
kept up till a late—or rather early—hour, 
many will remember the Russian New 
Year 1878. 

e Cosmopolitan Press says the people 
of Goto Islands, five islands lying south of 
Nagasaki, requested permission of the 
Government to build a Hospital at their own 
expense in the city of Fukaye, and for 
the Government to send one of the best 
doctors at Nagasaki Hospital. They re- 
ceived permission to build, and the Govern- 
ment sent Mr. Otsubo (one of the 
Kencho officers) and Mr. S. Taguchi as a 
medical teacher. ‘The opening ceremony 
took place on the 2nd January, 1878. 
—The Press says the Japanese still’ cannot 
be convinced that their hero god Saigo is 
not yet dead, but believe he lives in the 
Lew-chew Islands in good health with 
Kirino, and that they are in secret treaty 
with the Mikado for the obtainment 
of their pardon.—A fracas took place in 
Kago Machi on Thursday evening, between 
a body of about 50 Chinese sailors and the 
police. The former being uproarious and 
passing the limits of their leave, the police 
interfered to quiet the disturbance, when a 
battle royal took place. 














YOKOHAMA, 


‘The Gazette says the number of foreigners 
who have subscribed to the Japanese fund 
for charitable objects now amounts to thirty- 
eight. These have subscribed in sums vary- 
ing between three dollars and one hundred 
dollars; and the sum total of foreign sub- 
scriptions up to date is about $639. Several 
of the subscribers have signified their in- 
tention to continue their donation: for 
several years.—A handsome pair of bronze 
flower-vases and a lacquered picture have 
deen presented by the Japanese Govern- 
ment, through H.B.M.’s Consul, to Captain 
Kidley, of the P. & O. steamer Gaelic, for 
rescuing the crew of 2 Loochooan junk 
from drowning.—The Osaka correspondent 
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of the Gazette says that, from the end of 
next month, only two foreigners will remain 
in the Mint, viz: the Assayer and an En- 
er. —M. Perrot, chief officer of 
eM. M, steamer Volga, has been suffocated 
in his cabin, by the fumes of charcoal. He 
had caused @ hibachi, charged with burning 
charcoal, to be placed therein, and retired 
to rest, At midnight, when called to goon 
watch, he was found to be dead.—In Nippon. 
Notes, the Gazette translates from the Nichi 
Nichi Shimbun that a rumour was current 
to the effect that Mori Arinori, Minister for 
Japan in China, liad been attacked by a 
number of Chinese. Another report was that 
he had actually been killed. It is said fur- 
ther that a meeting of the Ministers was 
held at Fukiage on account of the outrage. 
A later number of the same native paper 
says there had been no confirmation of the 
rumour up to date of publication, but adds 
that it is well-known the Chin7se have for 
some reason a great dislike to Mr. Arinori, 
—The exhibition now held at Yamashita, 
Tokio, will be removed to the site of the 
lato National Industrial Exhibition in the 
Uyeno gardens, where a permanentbuilding, 
at an estimated cost of 100,000 yen, is to be 
Duilt.—A new line of rail-road, between the 
Shichijo Station in Kioto and Ishiba a town 
in Shiga-ken, is said to be contemplated. — 
It is currently reported, says the Akebono 
Shinbun, that serious riots have broken out 
in Awomori ken, the rioters having gone so 
far as to attack the garrison troops. 

The Herald reports the annual meeting 
of the Yokohama Racing Association. The 
statement of accounts, showing a credit 
balance (including the Mitsu Bishi Cup of 
$200) of $1667.27, with some small amounts 
still to collect, were passed; and on the 
motion of Dr. Latham seconded by Mr. R. 
Taflray, it was resolved ‘that the sum of 
$200, ‘the amount of the Mitsu Bishi 
Challenge Cup, be turned over to the Com- 
mittee of the Yokohama Jockey Club, sub- 
ject to the approval of the donors, and to 

e run for under existing conditions at. the 
first meeting of the Yokohama Jockey Club ; 
Mr. Robertson’s Dibs to be recorded as a 
winner.” —The following resolution, of 
which notice had been given, was then pro- 
posed by Mr. Fischer ‘That the Com- 
mittee be empowered to hand over to the 
Yokohama Jockey Club the surplus fund 
and any property in their hands, and that 
the present Yokohama Racing Association 
be dissolved.”—This was seconded by Mr. 
Jaffray, and carried. —The Nichi-nichi 
Shimbun says Chang, the Chinese Vice- 
‘Ambassador, is to be Consul-General for 
China. 

‘The Japan Mail some time ago pointed 
out the apparent neglect with which the 
Lov-chooan Envoys have been treated by 
the Japanese Government, they having been 
compelled to remain over two years in 
Japan waiting for the question to be decided 
whether Loochoo is a vassal of Japan or 
China, as she has for some time been in 
the anomalous position of acknowledging 
the supremacy of one and paying homage 
to the other. The Akébono now states that 
the Loo-chooans themselves have divided 
into two parties, the conservatives holding 
that their country should remain tributary 
to China, while the progressioniste are nrg- 
ing that it should be placed under Japanese 
rule, A native paper says that a body of 
Japanese policemen are to be despatched 
immediately to Loochoo. It therefore 
seems likely that the Japanese Government 
‘are resolved to retain possession of the 
islands.—It is intended, says the Mail, to 
try and introduce the bamboo into Aus- 
tralia, and with this view the Japanese 
man-of-war Tsukieha Kan, which is about 
ta proceed on a cruise thither with a num- 
ber of Japanese naval cadets, is taking a 
large quantity of roots of the various species 
of this plant. 























Peking Gazettes. 





ABSTRACT OF PEKING GAZETTES. 


Dec, 28th.—(Abstracts of memorials.) 
Lin Kw'én-yih, Governor-General of the 
‘Two Kwang, etc., has reported the follow 
ing remittances to Peking, viz On aecount 
of the buildings of the Grand Tablet Hall 
at the Imperial Mausolea, Tis. 20,000 ; on 
account of the Mansolea in course of con- 
struction for the Empresses Regent, Ts. 
40,000; on account of the supplies for the 
pay of the troops, ete., at the capital, Tis. 
40,000 ; on account of the reserve fund of 
the Board of Revenue, Tis. 40,000 ; and on 
account of the Mausoleum of the late 
Emperor; Tis. 20,000. 

(1) Li Hung-chang, Governor-General 
of Chihli, etc., memorializes reporting the 
amounts which have been raised as con- 
tributions toward the requirements of 
famine-relief in that province, under the 
regulations to which the Imperial sanction 
has been given. The contributions collected 
up to the end of April last have already 
been reported (see Gazette of June 30th, 
1877) ; and the following statement now 
remains to be made of the amounts 
additionally collected, viz.; in silver, 
‘Tis, 62,115.4.0.1., in Tientsin nominal cash, 
computed at 3,500 perTael, Tis. 11,753.9.3.8; 
in maize, pls. 5,690.5.4., equivalent, at the 
rate of Ti. 1.8 per picul, to Tis. 10,115.1.8.05 
in Barbadoes’ millet, pls. 711.1.6.5., equiv- 
alent, at the rate of Tl. 1.5 per picul, to 
‘Tis, 1,066.7.4.7. ‘The aggregate amount is 
75,050.2.6.5 (in addition to the 
‘Tis, 214,344.7 collected to the end of April); 
and the whole is accounted for under the 
head of contributions supplied to meet the 
requirements of the famine expenditure 
dating from 1876, Lists of the contributors 
are submitted, with requests for the issue 
of appropriate rewards. 

(2) Although not’ yet published in the 
official Gazette, the memorial reporting the 
advance of the Chinese expeditionary force 
to Kuché, in Kashgaria, to which the Decree 
published on the 4th instant relates, 
is included here, in order to bring it with- 
in the record of the current year. It is as 
follows :— 

‘Tso ‘Teung-t'ang, Governor-General of 
Kansuh, &c., Goneralissimo for the can- 
paign in Turkestan, memorializes reporti 
the advance of the army for the reconquest 
of Kashgaria (Sin Kiang Nan Lu), the 
redeoupation of Karashdr and Kuché, and 
the further pursuit of the enemy with the 
object of effecting the capture of the city 
of Aksu, in addition to which the measures 
taken with reference to tive communicati 
in the rear are likewise set forth. Having 
received some time ago, in answer to a 

ial presented, the inperial commands 
directing him, in accordance with his p: 
posal that an advance should be made 
the first commencement of autumn (i.c., 
about the middle of August), when 
supplies should have been brought up in 
sufficient quantity, to give the requisite 
orders to this effect, instr :ctions were 
accordingly issued to the various divisional 
commanders. A report has now come to 
hand from Liu King-t’aug, Taotai of the 
ning Intendancy in Kanstth, decorated with 
the order of the Bat’uru’ with tho title 
Fafulingah, a brevet Financial Commis- 
sioner, and Commander-in-chief of the army 
in tho field, stating as follows :— 

“On the 25th August, General T'ang 
Jén-ho was sent forward from T’oksun, as 
2 preliminary step to occupy Subashi and 
‘Agha Bulé ; and on the 7th September, the 
Brigade-Generals Tung Fulr-siang ‘and 
Chang Tsiin were destatched at the head of 
three ying of infantry (probably about 1,200 
to 1,500 men in all) to advance hy way of 
Agha Bulé, Sang-shu Yuan (mulberry 
garden), Kumush, Yi-shu Kow (elm ravine), 

ing Sing Tsze, and Usha Tal, with instruc- 













































tion to construct fortified posts, and tohalton 





reaching K’i-hwei, General Chang Ch’un- 
fah, in addition, was ordered to make his way 
with the force under his command by the 
footpaths along the Ila lake to rendezvous 
with ‘Tsin at K’ii-hwei. Both these 
detachments were to haul supplies of fuel 
with them, and to open out fratering places, 
making preparations stage by stage for the 
progress of the main body of the army. 
On the 27th September, Liu Kin-t'ang gave 
orders for a general advance of the infantry 
column along the mainroad, proceeding 
himself by the bye-paths at the head of 
the cavalry, and on the 2nd October the 
entire force had reached the rendezvous at 
K’i-hwei. It was ascertained that on the 
24th September a body of the enemy’s 
horse, about a hundred strong, had 
approached the. place, and on sedi 

the array of our troops. had _turnec 

tail and dashed away. On the 3rd 
October, Generals Yu Hu-ngén and Hwang 
Wan-péng, at the head of fourteen 
ying (say ‘about 6,000 men) of horse and 
foot, marching by way of Usha Tal, skirted 
Lake Bosteng, and advanced westwards, 
leaving Kurlé behind them, with the object 
of serving asa flanking force; whilst the 
main body advanced on the 6th October, 
headed by Lin King-t'ang, along the high 
road in the direction of the river K’ai-tu 
(Kaidu.) ‘The sources of this river descond 
from the slopes of the Tien Shan, their com- 
bined volume flowing southwardly between 
Kurlé and Karashér, and falling eventually. 
into Lake Bosteng. This is the sheet of 
water known in ancient times as the Yew 
sth 14) JE. Tho rebel lender Bayen 
Hu had dammed up the course of the river 
Kaidu from the west bank near Karashdr, 
in order to obstruct the advance of the 
army, the inundation thus occasioned 
spreading over the face of the country 
for a distance of something like 100 li. 
On this being reached by Liu Kin-'ang's 
forces, he sent cavalry forward to try the 
depth) when it was found that in the 
deepest parts the water was over a man’s 
head, and that even in the shallowest it 
came up to the horses’ cruppers. On the 
following day, abandoning the lake rond, 
the force advanced in the direction of the 
alkaline plains, until, after marching 60 or 
70 li, its progress. was barred by a stream, 
the “depth of which vas found to be 
a chang and upwards. The troops were 
ordered to swim across, and the winding 
track leading toward the alkaline plains 
was again followed. A march of about 120 
i brought the troops to the east bank river 
Kaidu, where five ying of horse and fuot 
wero detailed to construct a bridge and 
dam to stop the flow of the waters from 
the upper course of the stream, and a cart- 
road was constructed alony the track fol- 
lowed in crossing the alkaline plains. On 
the 7th October (i.e., only two days after 
leaving the first rendezvous at _Kii-hwei), 
Liu Kin-t’ang entered the city of Karashdr, 
where he found the place flooded to-a depth 
of several cl’ih, official residences and 
private dwvellings having alike been utterly 
Qestroyed, and the ‘Turki-Mussulinan poptt- 
lation hating been compelled by Bayen 
Hu to follow the movements of his force. 
‘The few remnants of the people left behind 
had taken refuge in the mountains, and 
were afraid to,come forth. Liu Kin-t'ang 
ordered the Mongol noble Cha-hi-télkh to 
move up as guickly as possible some 
hundreds of the families of his tribe, in 
order to occupy this point on the line 
of march, and on the 8th he advanced 
with some Mongol guides to sound. the 
depth of the river. The expedition 
crossed to the other side in light march- 
ing order, swept down by the current 
in its flow, and found the country un- 
inhabited, all the dwellings having been 
burnt down. On the 9th October the 
Karka Aman ravine was crossed, and the 
advanced guard of cavalry now suddenly 
came across a band of some hundred of 
the enciny's horse, which made a dash 
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obliquely in front of them. The cavalry 
pursued them at full speed, and captured 
and beheaded some 10 or 15 on the spot, 
bringing in. two prisoners alive. These 
men. were in the costume of the 
Kokandis (lit., the barbarians of Ngan, i.e. 
‘Andijan), but they turned out to be Shensi 
‘Mussulmans. Their statement was to the 
effect that, so soon as the autumn crops had 
been got’ in, Bayen Hu had compelled 
tho Turki inhabitants to collect the whole 
of the produce at Kuché. On receiving 
news of the advance of the invading force, 
he required the whole population to fall 





back with him, and the timidity of these | guard 


le is such that they did not venture to 
Biscbey his command. ‘The prisoners them- 
selves had been sent out as scouts. On 
their examination being concluded, they 
were forthirith beheaded. In the course 
of this day, the force under General Yu- 
ngén and his associate also came up by a 
“side road and entered the town of Kurlé, 
which was found a mere desert waste sur- 
rounded by itr walls, without a sign of 
inhabitants, “se supplies for the march 
being exhausted, and the cart and camel 
train from the rear not having come up, 
no provisions were forthcoming for the 
troops, but_on the soldiers being set to 
work by Lin Kin-t’ang to dig in search of 
buried “stores, several tens of thousand 
catties’ weight were discovered. | Supplies 
were at the same time ordered up with all 
speed from the depats in the rear, and 
officials were at the same time appointed 
to, gather in the refugee Mussulman 
optilation. ‘The above is an outline of the 
frats connected with the redccupation of 
Karashar and Kurlé on the 7th and 9th 
Octobe 
Having ascertained that the rebel leader 
Bayon Hu, on finding that the Turki popula- 
tion in the neighbourhood of Ts’édayar and 
Yangi-Sar, together with the Mussulman im- 
migrants ftom Urumtsi and Turfan, had not 
completely abandoned this tract of country, 
Dut had ‘returned to Yangi-Sar to carry 
cat the inhabitants by foree, Law Kin-ang 
chose a body of troops consisting of 1,5 
picked men of the infantry and 1,000 of his 
most efficient horsemen, af the head of whom. 
he pushed on in advance of the ary, 
leaving the Taotai Lo Ch’sng-yeo to follow: 
in command of the remainder of the force 
and bringing up the baggage train. By a 
natch of 170 lhe reached ‘Kureh'n on the 
16th Octo! il a march of 160 Ui on the 
following day brought him to, ‘Ts'édayar. 
Here he learnt that within the last day or 
two Bayon Hu had driven off the whole of 
the ‘Turki population from Yangi-Sar_to- 
wards Buyar. He at once gave orders to 
the leading squadron to cook some food, 
and setting out at the second waich (about 
9 p.m,), he marched a distance of 80 li to 
Yangi-Sar. Here nothing was to be seen 
but the sky lighted up with the flames of 
burning villages, without a sign or sound 
of life; and it was plain that the rebels, 
on evacuating the place, had applied 
the torch in all directions, ‘The troops 
of the rearguard were set to work to 
arrest the conflagration, and the advance 
was continued with the leading squadron 
until, after marching a distance of 100 li, 
Bngar was reached. It was now about 
noon, aud intelligence was received to the 
effect that a force of about a thousand of 
the enemy’s horse was drawn up in front 
of the Mussulman villages. ‘The cavalry 
under Hwang Wan-p'éng advanced to the 
attack, whereupon the enemy, encowraged 
hy the smallness of their numbers, rushed 
forward boldly against them. ‘They were 
encountered, however, by a body of in- 
fantry which advanced under the command 
of Hivang Pah-t’sui, and the horsemen were 
riven back. Following up_this success, 
our troops pursued the retiring enemy, 
Killing and beheading upwards of 100 of 
| their number, and taking some ten or a 
dozen prisoners. The pursuit was mail 
tained for a distance of more than 10 li to 
the westward of the place, where a halt 



























































was called, the troops having already 
marched 200 li that day. The’ prisoners 
stated that the family of Bayen Hu had 
passed through this ten days previously, 
‘escorted 2,000 of the boldest of the 
rebels, and that Bayen Hu himself had 
caused the whole of the inhabitants of this 
tract of country, as well as the Chinese 
‘Mussulmans (Dungans) forced away from 
Urumts'i, Hami, and Turfan, and the 
Mongols’ carried of from Karashér, to 
move on in the direction of Kuché. ‘The 
body of horse with which the engagement 
had taken place, they stated, was the rear- 
of the rebel force. "At dawn on 
the 16th October* the leading squadron, 
after a march of 40 li, came in sight 
of a column of horse and foot several 
tens of thousands in number, but 
on reconnoitering with glasses, it was 
‘perceived that only about a thousand of 
these were armed men. The remainder 
were a confused throng escorting « 
persons or leading children, and driving 
carts and oxen, and it was evident that 
these were the captives who had been forced 
away. Liu Kin-t’ang gave the order that all 
witharms in their handsshould be beheaded, 
but that all others should be spared ; 
and causing the advance to be sounded 
immediately, the combined foree marched 
forward, ‘The enemy, abandoning the 
column of prisoners, retired, but drew up 
mile or two further on and offered battle, 
whereupon our troops charged valiantly 
inst them, and the enemy made a hur- 
ried retreat. "Camp was pitched this day at 
Arpa T’ai, "The Mussulman prisoners were 
sent back by Liu Kin-t’ang in charge of an 
officer, to be distributed as might be found 
most feasible the neighbourhood of 
Bugar and Yangi-Sar; and on the 17th Liu 
Kin-t’ang marched as far as Tornai, whence 
he despatched a body of horse to scour the 
surrounding villages and ascertain whether 
any of the enemy were still lurking about 
them. Some prisoners were taken in the 
act of endeavouring to break from their 
hiding places, and from them it was ascer- 
tained that Bayen Hu had on this very 
day fallen back upon Kuché. About ten 
thousand of the Mongols and Mussulmans 
who had been forced away from their 
homes, were found among these villages, 
and on their imploring merey, with piteous 
entreaties, Liu Kin-t'ang assured them of 
their safety and bade them have no further 
alarm. At the fourth watch of the same 
night (i.c., at about 2 a.m. of the 18th Octo- 
Ver), the march was resumed, and after 
proceeding a distance of 30 li the force 
found itself at no great distance from the 
town of Kuché, ‘The sound of cannon was 
heard, and on a rapid advance being made, 
the country was seen to be covered with 
several tens of thousands of Turki-Mussul- 
mans in scattered groups. ‘These people 
stated that they were inhabitants of Kuché 
who had refused to follow the rebels west- 
ward. Drawing up his force in order of 
battle, and placing himself at the head of 
his cavalry in the centre, Lin Kin-t'any 
gave the order to advance, and an attack 
made upon both flanks by some 4,000 or 
5,000 of the enemy’s horse was repulsed with 
considerable loss to the assailants. The 
enemy continued to fight obstinately, how- 
ever, but the infantry under T’an Pah-ts'ui 
moved up to take part in the fight, and 
hilst the engagement was at the hottest, 
the cavalry and infantry reserve threw 
themselves into the fight, and the enemy 
were at length thoroughly routed. A close 
pursuit was maintained for 40 li, and the 
corpses of the slain lay thickly piled along 
the roadside, the number killed amounting 
to not less than a thousand or upwards. 
As, from this point westwards, the desert 
has to be crossed, and it is impossible to 
march ‘without carrying supplies of water, 
whilst it was urgently necessary to take 




















= Sic in origival, though there would appear to be 
some mistake in the date, as the events of the 1Gth 
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measures for the relief of the Turki-Mussul- 
mans of Kuché, the troops were accordingly 
ordered to fall back upon that place, and 
the population were reiissured aa to their 
personal safety. ‘The prisoners who had 

n taken stated that the leader, who was 
wounded by a ball during the action fought 
this day, was one of the chiefs of the rebels, 


named Ma-yeo-pu & EY Ti. They 
farther stated that on learning the neat 
approach of the army, Bayen Hu had in 
¢ first place sent off his family westwards 
under escort, himself bringing up the rear, 
whilst a body of his most desperate adher- 
ents was ordered to compel the mass of the 
popilation to follow his line of ‘march. 
en the advance of our troops made 
itself felt, the Mussulmans refused to go 
any farther ; the enemy had begun firing 
upon them, inflicting some loss, just as the 
force came up in strength, causing the 
rebels’ fighting men to abandon their 
prisoners and turn their attention to the 
troops. The prisoners, on being asked 
what was the design of Bayen Hu in com- 
pelling the population to follow in his line 
of march, stated that, from what they had 
heard, the plan of the rebels was in the first 
place ‘to deprive the invading force of all 
assistance, thus making farther pursuit a 
work of difculty, and secondly to ingratiate 
themselves with the new P'a-hia fh 
(quaere, basha?) of Kashgar, Beg Ku 


4 % w JA, by delivering this large 


mass of Turki-Mussulmans into his hands. 
‘Their interrogation concluded, the prisoners 
were beheaded. 

Or the 19th October, Liu Kin-t’ang again 
set his troops in motion, and by a march of 
180 li, he reached Hoser on the following 
day. ’ From this point he sent off his report, 
intending next to press on to Bai, with the 
object of advancing thence to reach Aksu, 
and to use his utmost efforts to attack and 
destroy the already beaten enemy. On the 
azrangenients undertaken by General Chang 
Yao for the settlement of matters in the 
nevly-recovered districts being completed, 
he also would be able to commence his 
march by the third week in October. 

On receipt of the above report, the 
Governor-General Tso proceeds to observe 
that Karashdr is itself one of the Eight 
Cities of the Man Ln (Kashgaria), and 
Kurlé a place renowned from of old for 
the fertility of its soil. On behalf of 
the Mongol and Mussulman_ population 
who had been compelled to do suit and 
service to the rebels, contrary to their 
own inclinations, necessary to insti- 
tute a Board of Administration, which shall 
provide means of subsistence and sup- 
plies of seed-corn for distribution, and, on 
their returning to their proper homes, allot 
them to occupations in the way of agri- 
culture and pasturage. The official body 
to be thus constituted will st tho same time 
attend to the laying out of roads, the con- 
struction of ferry boats, and the establish- 
ment of post-houses, in order to facilitate the 
movements of trade and travel, and to ex- 
pedite the transmission of mails. A dis- 
trict Magistrate and brevet Sub-Prefect 
named Hwang Ki-yit and a sub-district 
Magistrate named Yen T'ing-kw'ei have 
been appointed to act as commissioners for 
the Board of Reorganization for tho cities 
of Karashér and Kuché, and have been 
sont forward with a supply of funds to 
make a beginning with the work. As re- 
gards the country in the neighbourhood of 
Agha Buli, although General Chang Yao 
has been written to and requested to at 
tend to matters there in the course of his 
march, it will be necessary that an officer 
should be placed in special charge of the 
arrangements, and for this purpose the 
‘Taotai and brevet Financial Cominissioner 
T’ao Chao-hiung, at present in charge 
of the commissariat transport department 
at Ku Ch'éng (Guchen), has been ordered 
to proceed with all despatch to Liu Kin- 
Wang's head-quarters, and report himself for 
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altiug, the opidiy and noosa with 
eulogize the rapidi success witl 
which Liu Kin-t’ *f in the course of six 
days, had traversed a distance of 900 li 
from Kurlé, capturing the two cities of 
Karashdr and Kuché, and delivering multi- 
tudes of the population from the rebel 
yoke. At Kuche, moreover, as he re- 
ports, provisions and fodder are forthcom- 
ing in abundance, and purchases are 
to be mado there on better terms than at 
Turfan, ‘Thus, not only will the difficulty 
and cost of transport be obviated, but 
delays will also be avoided, greatly to the 
advantage of the operations in hand. The 
Governor-General solicits permission to 
submit lists of recommendation for pro- 
motion and honours, and concludes, with 
an enumeration of the officers who have 
een killed in action, on whose behalf he 
requests the customary posthumous re- 
wards.—Rescript published in Gazette of 
4th December, 1877. - 

‘Dec. 29th,—(1) The Censor T’eng K’ing- 
lin memorializes dwelling upon the mani- 
fold sufferings under which the people of 
the Empire are labouring, and entreats 
that the high provincial authorities be 
called upon by decree to require of the 
district officials under their jurisdiction a 
sedulous attention to the duties of govern- 
ment, ‘Tho usual commonplaces on this 
subject are repeated. For rescript, see 
Gazette of 11th Dec. (Note. As is the case 
in many other instances of the presentation 
of homilies on the above and other well- 
orn topics, the memorial printed this day 
is believed to have been laid before the 
Throne only as a cloak for the intro- 
duction of a “postscript” (which has not 
been published), submitting representations 
in favour of the release of Ching Luh, 
the Manchu general, still lying under sen- 
tence of ‘death, pronounced in 1874, for a 
massacre committed by troops under his 
orders in the province of Kansuh. In 
connection with this celebrated case, it may 
‘be noted that, in the present day's Gazette, 
the ex-Censor Wu K’o-tuh, who procured 
the downfall and condemnation of Ch’éng 
Luh, is named as having been appointed an 
assistant Seoretary in the Patent's depart 
ment of the Board of Civil Office.) 

(2-8) In two postscript memorials, the 
Censor TMéng Kiing-lin refers to abuses 
prevalent in the province of Kirin, in 
connection, respectively, with the conduct 
of inquests in murder cases and the levy of 
Customs’ duties. Where cases of murder 
are reported to the district Magistrates, he 
states these functionaries are in the habit of 
allowing them to stand aside, on the score of 
the great distances involved, until 3, 6, 7, or 
perhaps 8 cases have accumulated, when 
the Magistrate will go, accompanied by the 
professional corpse-examiner CiPectso} and 
a retinue of a hundred or more police and 
other followers, whereupon the cases are 
taken seriatim. Delays of from 3 to 5 
months are thus, perhaps, entailed; and 
when’ the official cortége at’ length arrives, 
“inquest fees” amounting to several thou- 
sand tiao of cash are exacted, independently 
of the sums levied for the entertainment 
of the mandarin, and the extortions practised 
‘on the occasion by the village headmen. 
It is entreated that commands be issued, 
requiring the abolition of all such illegal 
imposts for the future.—With reference to 
the levy of Customs’ duties, it is repre- 
sented that regulations promulgated with 
Imperial sanction are in force to direct 
the collection of duties at all Custom 
‘Houses and barriers, and that unauthor- 
ized levies, stripping the trading classes 
of their earnings in defiance of the law, are 
in no wise tolerated. It has lately occurred, 
however, in the sub-prefecture of Ch’ang 
Chun in Kirin, where 2 Customs’ duty is 
levied by an office established in the city 
comprising the local seat of government, 
that a band of armed official retainers, 
numbering some hundred or more, had 
tumultuously invaded the township of 
Nung-ngan, and compelled the traders of 



























very degree, as well as the iahsbitants 
generally, to pay duty over again upon all 
fhe merchandizs in their porsession, be- 
sides which, by falsely declaring acts of 
fraud upon the revenue to have been com- 
mitted, they extorted penalties amounting 
to ten or fifteen times the legal rates of 
daty. Unable te endure any farther 
je outrages and oppression to which 
they were subjected, the traders with 
one accord gave up their ordinary busi- 
ness,.and commerce was brot 
standstill. The local trainbands, which 
had previously been maintained out of 
the proceeds of the Customs’ duty levied 
according to regulation, hereupon dis- 
ersed, and the mounted banditti profited 
the opportunity to commit their ravages. 

Tt is entreated that commands may be 
issued to the Military Governor of Kirin, 
and to the provincial authorities generally 
throughout the Empire, requiring them to 
cause the levy of Customs’ duties to be 
made in conformity with regulation, and to 
refrain from enforcing excessive demands 
beyond the prescribed limits; as also 
stringently to prohibit the practice of ex- 
tortion on the part of official retainers, 
police, and recognized or unrecognized 

toms’ watchers. . 

(4) Ting Jih-ch'ang, Governor of Fuh- 
kien, referring to the decree of August 
last, in which he was permitted to fake 
three months’ leave of absence for the 
benefit of his health, reports that, since 
his departure from ‘Foochow, his sick- 
ness has increased ; and his suffering has 
been intensified by the grief he experi- 
enced on learning, when he reached his 
native place, that his elder brother, Ting 
Jih-shéng, had died in the month of May 
last. His old physicians, moreover, have 
all been carried off by’ death, and the 
medical advice he has beon able to consult 
in their place has proved unavailing. He 
complains of spitting blood, loss of appetite, 
asthma, and a general numbness al oren 
the body, and his condition is such that he 
feels bound to solicit permission to resign 
his office. He has not yet reached his 60th 
year ; and should his health become in any 
degree restored, he will not fail to prostrate 
himself in the dust before the gates of the 
Palace and await further empioyment.— 
Reseript, granting three months’ additional 
congé, and refusing the application to 
retire, already published.—See Guzette of 
‘14th instant. 

Dec. 30th.—(1) A decree satictioning the 
retirement from offic: of T’ang Jén-shén, 
one of the Vico-Presidents of the Court. of 
Censors, who was recontly granted leave of 
absence to visit his native place in Chéh- 


iang. 

(2) Ch'ung How, Governor-General of 
Féng-tien, reports’ the conclusion of tho 
autumn patrol of the frontier, according to 

lation, by a Chinese official and an 
officer appointed for the purpose by the 
King of Corea, 

Dec. B1st.—(1) A decreo referring to the 
commands ‘heretofore issued appointing 
the Brigade-General Chang Téh-luh to 
the command of the Ku-chow division, in 
the province of Kweichow, and Yang 
Yuh-k’o to the Kao-chow ‘division, in 
Kwangtung. Lin Kw'én-yih, Governor- 
General of the Two Kwang, has now 
memorialized strongly commending Chang 
Teh-lwh, and asking permission to utilize 








his local experience by effecting an exchange 
of commands between this officer and Yang 
Yiih-k’o. The Governor-General in question 





is declared to have acted presumptuously 
in applying for an exchange of important 
commands between two separate provinces. 
Inasmuch, however, as Chang ‘Téh-luh is 
represented as an officer whose services are 
of great value in Kwangtung, it is ordsined 
that he vacate the post in Kweichow to which 
he stands nominated, and be appointed to 
the next suitable vacancy in Kwangtung. 
The proposal that Yang Yuh-W’o be ‘rant 
ferred to the command at Ku-chow is dis- 
allowed, (See Gazette of Oct. 13th.) 


ht to a TLR 





(2) A decree acknowledging the recei 
of a memorial from the Governor-General 
of Min-Chéh, &e., reporting the decease in 
Formosa of Bri ‘eneral Méh Lung-tao, 
whosemilitary services during the campaigns 
against the rebels, and subsequently in the 
operations in Formosa, are highly com- 
mended. He had lately been nominated to 
the Yeo-kiang command in Kwangei (see 
Gazette of November 4th.) 

(8) A Decree. Let Kiang Chung-ch’ao 
y succeed to the post of Brigade- 
General of Ku-chow in Kweichow. 


Offigial Papers. 


THE CHEFOO CONVENTION. 


‘MEMORIAL TO THE EARL OF DERBY IN FAVOUR 
OF RATIFICATION, 


To the Riour Hoxovrasis THe Eant, oF 
Derey, P.C., Her Majesty's Principal 
Secretary of “Slate for Foreign Agere 

bey dts 

‘My Lorp,—We understand from the cor- 
respondence presented to Parliament in 
August last, that the Convention concluded 
at Chefoo with the Chinese Government 
still awaits ratification, and that it has been 
referred to the Government of India for 
their opinion, From the nature and con- 
tents of the Convention, itis clear that the 
Indian Government, if it opposes the rati- 
fication, will do so ‘on account of the pro- 
posed arrangement in regard to opium, 
stated in Clause 3 of Section TI. Our 
object is to urge upon your Lordship that 
ratification should not be withheld on this 
account, but, on the contrary, that this 
clauso should be carried into effect under 
any circumstances. Our reasons: will bo 
best given in a brief review of the relations 
of the British and Chinese Governments to 
the opium trade. 

In India the opium trade is carried on by 
the Government as a source of revenue. 
In China, until 1860, the importation and 
use of opium were alike illegal. 

After our first war with China, which 
was intimately connected with this illegal 
traffic in opium, the treaty signed at Nsa- 
king in 1842 mado no provision for tho 
suppression of the trade, Sir Henry Pot- 
tinger proposed to the Chinee to lepalixo 
it, but the Emperor refused. Six millions 
of dollars were exacted from the Chinese as 
compensation for opium which they hd 
confiscated and destroyed. 2 

After the second Chinese war Lord Elgin 
inserted a cla in the tariff of the ‘Treat; 
of Tientsin, which obliged China to admit, 
our opium at a low rate of duty. 

In 1869 the Chinese Government, made 
an earnest appeal to our Government. that 
this obligation to admit opium should be 
removed. They alleged that it is notorious 
that opium is “ most injurious” to China, 
and that the officials and people of China 
generally “believe that England supported 
the opium trade in order to work out China's 
ruin.” This appeal was disregarded ; but 
in the Convention agreed upon by Sir 
Rutherford Alcock, the duty on opium was 
raised from 30 to 50 taels per chest. 

Her Majesty’s Government, in defarence 
to the opinions of the Chambers of Com- 
merce, refused to ratify this Convention. 
‘We cannot but express our regret that, 
while Great Britain has twice imposod 
treaties upon China by force of arms, ¢} 
only Convention between the-two countries 
which was the result of peaceful negotia- 
tions, was thus summarily cast aside. 

‘At’ present tho Treaty of Tientsin is in 
force. Your Lordship is aware that by 
that treaty China is not allowed to exclude 
Indian opium, and that the import duty 
was fixed upon the basis of about 5 per 


















;. | cent.; but that opium is dealt with in the 


tariff'as an exceptional commodity. The 
British merchant cannot carry it into the 
country, he msy-only sell it in the port, 
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‘When ones imported, the Chineso Govern- 
ment are under no restrictions as to their 
dealing with it, whether in the way of tax- 
ation or otherwise. i 

The clause. in the Chefoo Convention 
which is now under consideration is as 
follows :— 

3-00, Thomas Wade will move his Go 
rest i adyetice ao amangament diferent from thet 
fbctlog other imports" Brtlsu merchants, when opin 
i broapar into ports will bo obliged to hove t taken 

sates of by" te Customs, and deposited in bood, 
athe ose or a Featrng hall, til acl 
“Phe iSporter wil then 

ihe 






(0 for ite 





itereut “provinelat "goveraments, sccording. to 
‘roumtaien ofeach. 

‘Tho value of this clause to the Chinese 
Government consists in its facilitating the 
collection of the lekin upon opium, by the 

yrevention of that local evasion of this 

iuty which has been so fruitful a sourco of 
complaint at the open ports. This fact 
alone in our judgment justifies and neces- 
sitates the new arrangement proposed by 
Sir Thomas Wade. ; 

‘The other clauses of the Convention refer 
to a varicty of complicated circumstances 
which require special and local knowledge. 
We do not pass any opinion upon, their 
merits, but beg to draw your Lordship's 
attention to an important consideration. It 
is plain upon examination that the Conven- 
tion is a contract of the nature of a com- 

yromiso (Wwe aro glad to seo that by his 

colloncy the Chinese Envoy, it is styled 
an “equitable compromiso”), in which 
each party makes certain concessions to the 
other, ‘The Chinese Government has 
already discharged loyally and in good faith 
those portions of the Convention which it 
dovolved upon them to execute forthwith 5 
the proclamations have been posted, the 
four new treaty ports havo been opened, 
and the indemnity of 200,000 taels has 
been paid. ‘The provisions of the Conven- 
tion are go far accomplished facts. What 
remains is for the British Government on 
their side to fulfil the obligations under- 
taken “for them by their plenipotentiary. 
Seeing that at the time of negotiation the 
British Minister Plenipotentiary distinctly 
required that the agroement ‘should be 
dealt with ‘asa whole,” if, after the Chi- 
nese Government has fulfilled its part of the 
contract, ratification should be refused by 
tho British Government, wo aro seriously 
of opinion that the refusal would wear in 
Chineso eyes, and not in theirs alone, tho 
‘Appoaranco of bad faith. 
We would respectfully ‘remind your 
Lordship that at a time when so many coun- 
tries aro establishing tariffs which jeopar- 
diso our commercial interests, the Chinese 
Government shows perfect ‘willingness to 
carry out in its relations with us a very 
Abeta eal policy. English manufactures 
are ‘admitted into China on payment of 
import duly calculated at about 5 per cent, 
an additional transit duty of 24 per 
cont, frees the goods to all parts of the 
interior, as against about 50 per cent. which 
is levied hore as import duty on Chinese 
tea. ‘Tho present fecal demands of the 
two Governments on opium will not bear 
¢omparison. The British Government say 
in effect to the Chinese, you shall admit 
our opium at an insignificant rate of duty, 
which, with the addition of the lekin, only 
yields’ you about 1,000,002. sterling per 
annum, though the necessities of our Indian 
Exchequer oblige us to exact as our share 
in the trafic over 6,000,000. sterling, or 
about 70 per cent. of the value of the trade, 
‘Under these circumstances we submit that 
it would be unreasonable and unjust to 
refuse to China the ratification of the clause 
relating to opium in the Chefoo Convention. 
‘We are not. forgetful of the pressing needs 
of the Indian Exchequer, but refuse to 
believe the necessity of doing injustice to 
China in order to augment Indian revenue. 

Inconelusion, wo base our argument upon 
the broadest principles of international 
equity. We do not all of us take precisely 
the same view of the past history of British 


























relations with China, nor do we all enter- 
tain exactly the same expectations of tho 
future conduct of the Chinese Government, 
But China has now taken her place in the 
comity of nations, and we are unanimous 
in earnestly desiring that for the future she 
should receive from Great Britain fair and 
equitable treatment, such as will bind the 
two nations together in peaceful relations, 
and promote the interests of both.—We 
have the honour to be, your Lordship’s 
obedient servants, 

Signed by tho Earl of Shaftesbury; the 
Archbishop of Canterbury and nino Bishops ; 
Cardinal Manning; the Duke of Westminster, 
the Earl of Aberdeen, Lords Ebury, Dynev 
Lawrence, ex-Viceroy of India, and 
Radstock ; Sir R. Lush and Sir E. Fry, Judges 
‘of the High Court; Sir John Kennaway, the 
Right Honorary Russell Gurney, Mr. Mark 
Stewart, Mr. Joseph W. Peace, Alderman Me- 
Arthur,’ Mr. S. Morley, Sir ‘T. Bazley, the 
Hon. Evelyn Ashley, Mr. E, Noel, Mr. 
Waddy, Q.C., Mr. A. J. Mun Sir T. 
Chambers, Sir W. Lavison, Mr. L. Courtney, 
MreGeorge Anderson, Mr. Abel Smith, Mr. 
J, M. Holt, and thirty other Members of Par- 
liament ; the Lord Mayor, and the Mayors of 
Bi 1m and eight other towns ; the Deans 
of Westminster and Chester, th ‘Mark 
Pattison, Dr. Vanghan, Canon Lightfoot, 
Canon Liddon, Canon Farrar, Messrs, Herbert 
Spencer, Thomas Hughes, Q.C., Joba Morley, 
Arthur Arnold, Frederie Harrison, Esl 
Miall, Dr. Co 




































twenty ‘tutors 
Westcott, Dr. Perowne, Dr. Swainsor 
sors Sale, Cowell, and Stuart, of Cambridg 
ore Leo vi, S. Amos, F, W. New. 
ertwon, Clifford and Beesly, of Lon- 
al Caird, Professors Ramsay, E. 
eiteh, McKendrick and Gaird- 
C. H. Spurgeon, 
Hall, Dr. Ji 
Martineau, Dr. Bonar, Thain Dat 
Allon, Dr, Rule, Dr. Rigg, Dr. Land 
Borgno, H, Wright, Dr. Mullet 
Dr. Duff, W. Arthur 
Stewart Thom 
James Finlay and Co.), Douald 
Thomas whury, A. H 
Sir Harry Ver Bart., Sir C. 
‘Trevelyan, Bart., Sir F. Ly 
Maxwell, Sir G. B. Pechell, Bart 
Sir Arthur Cotton, R. Alexander, D, Ru: 
R. Shaw; Dongias Fox, Samuel Gurney, 
Froome Talfourd, Dr. Ker, Dr. J, H. Glad: 
stone, &e., &c., 350 siguatures in all, 


Foreign Office, 16th November, 187. 

‘My Lorp,—I am directed by the Earl of 
Derby to acknowledge the receipt of the 
memorial referred to in your letter of the 
9th inst., in which the memorialists state 
their reasons for urging the ratification by 
her Majesty’s Government of the agree- 
ment concluded by Sir Thomas Wade with 
the Chinese Government at Chefoo, on the 
13th of September, 1876, and I am to stato 
that the memorial’ shall’ receive due con- 















don; P 
Caird, Loe, 
ner, of Glasgow 5” Ri 
Morley Punshon, Newm: 






































Public Meetings. 





HANEKOW LAND-RENTERS’ MEETING. 
Mrxvres of a Meeting held on the 15th 
January, 1878, at the British Consulate, 
for the purpose of passing Accounts, 
electing a Council, &c. 
Present :—P. J. Hughes, Esq., H.B.M.’s 


Consul, in the chair; Messrs. Ramsay, 
Clark, White, Cunningham, Beazley, Gor- 
don, Molchanoff, Hummel, Brianskih, Pére 
Angelo Vandagna, Walter, Townend, Mac- 
Kellar, &e. 

_ The Cuarmcan read the notification call- 
ing the meeting, and the minutes of last 
annual meeting were laid upon the table. 
He remarked that the Report for 1877 
had been in the hands of the Landrenters 
for some days, and suggested that it might 
be taken as read. The Council would no 
doubt give any explanation asked for. 


























Repour. 
Accounts.—Income.—The House and Land 








and the Hulk has brought 
all raising our income to 10% 


ry expenditure has been slightly 
ised under the heading of Police, by the 
ry to the Sergeant, voted at 
the last annual meeting ; but other economies 
have been practicable, and the total amounte 
to within one tael of last Considerable 
permauent improvement: been made 
they could be effected, without unduly draw- 
ing on the Deposit’ Account and as they 

ed necessary. ‘They are as follows, 

















Raising Cemetery. 
Oue New Jetty. 
Concrete Pat! 
Tron Senta, 
1,000 feet of New Draine .. 5, 
4 New Water Carts for Next 
Season, paid for but not 
received. 












Finally, our balance at tho begin 
year was Tis, 6,709, and is now, after the 
‘Above permanent improvements have been 
paid for, Tis. 6,967.54. 

Roads. —The chief works under this head. 
ing have been a now concroto foot-path of 
Portlaud cement, to resist the action of frost ; 
and drains from the Club and Cherepanoff's 
factory to join the main, 

The Burd appears to havo stood well, and 
requires little iF any th ig to be done to 

Public Cemetery hae been raised for about 
half its extent, to a level higher than the 
flood of 1870. 

Locat Post. 
























is was established in April, 
and has been generally availed of, 

Police. he strength of the Force bas 
been maintained as before, being 1 Sorgeant, 
1A Constables, 2 Lamplightors and 1 full 
kooper. 

Tative Gardens near Race Course.—A num- 
hor of there have boen rented from Messr, 
Evans, Pugh & Co., and re-let to Chinese with 
fa view of abating their unpleasant nature, 
It has been necessary to do this by degrees, 

1 order to avoid being unjust to those who 
previously broke up the ground and made it 

uto garden land, but nearly all the nuisances 
previously existing there have now been 
removed. 

Members of Council.—Mosers, Turnor and 
Major resigned in July Inst, aud Messrs, 
White and Cunningham were’ elected to fill 
the vacancies, 

(Signed) 


























i. B, Rawsay, 

Gro. Cuank. 

F. W. Ware. 

XH, M. Consixoua. 


Anstract oF Accounts, 
Continuation of 1876, 
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‘Mr. Ramsay, the Chairman of the Coun- 
cil, stated that the Report itself was fairly 
explicit, It would be seen that the House 
and Land Taxes were about the same as 
befor, bat Import and Export Dues showed 
‘an increase. e item in the accounts to 
the credit of the Local Post was perhaps 
ightly misleading, as there were expenses 

April to be paid. The cemetery was 
raised, a new jetty and concrete path 
made, the latter of which hed a very good 
test during the recent sovere weather and 

bo considered a success, With 
to the Police, he remarked that several 
complaints had been made against them, 
but as far as they came under his notice, 
thoy had done their duties satisfactorily. 

‘Mr. Gorpow begged to propose— 

That the Report be ted, and the 
Accounts as rendered be passed. 

Tn reply to an enquiry by Mr. Beazley 
regarding the Hulk’s condition, Mr. Ramsay 
stated that under water she was as good as 
when she came into possession of the Land- 
renters, and her top-workshad been repaired. 
He considered with her copper fastenings, 
ete,, also new pontoon, that she was worth 
more than had been paid for her originally. 

Mr, Braztey then seconded the motion 
and it was carried unanimously. 

‘Mr. Gonpow put a question regarding the 
condition of the Bund, if it required much 
repairing? Ho was reforred by Mr. Ramsay 
to the Report, which aa far as he knew was 
correct, The Bund is in good ‘order. 

‘Tho Cxarmscay said the next business was 
tho election of a new Council ; and Messrs. 
Ramsay, White, Townend and Hole having 
been aly proposed and seconded, were 
declared elected. 

‘Mr. 'TowxEND now proposed, seconded 














by Mr. Orank— 
‘That Rates and Taxes be collected as here- 
tofore, viz. — 
Land Tax at 4% on assessed valuo ; 
Brute Tex at 4% on atsssed rental 
Import and Export Dues as per published 


scale; and that the Council have power and 
anthority to assess all proporty for these pur- 
poses, 

‘Mr. Raxsay said that ho thought the 
Houso Tax might be reduced. He explained 
why he considered the reduction advisable, 
and proposed as an amendment— 

‘that Rates and ‘Taxes be collected as 
follows, viz., Land Tax at 4 % on assoased 


value 
House Tax at 1 % on assessed rontal 
Import and Export Duos at per pul 





scale ; and that the Council have power and 
authority to assess all proporty for these 
purpores. 

Mr, Gorpox begged to socond the 
amendment, which, after somo discussion, 
was carried nem. con. 

‘Mr. Gozpox made » suggestion for the 
consideration of the Council just elected, 
that another row of trees capable of stand- 
ing the water, not willows, be planted on 
the Bund, to take the place eventually of 
the old ones. 

Mr. Raxsay said the Council might take 
it into consideration, but he would like an 
expression of opinion from the Land- 
renters. 

‘Mr. Gorvox was about to propose a 
resolution on the subject, when the Chair- 
man remarked that it was scarcely neces- 
sary to do 0, as the suggestion seemed to 
meet with no objection on the part of the 
meeting; and he had no doubt, therefore, 
the new Council would take it into con- 
sideration, 

‘The CHaraMan remarked that it would 
perhaps be advisable to havea concrete path 
made alongside the houses, similar to the 
new one next the river. After some dis- 
cussion, it was understood that the matter 
would be considered by the new Council. 

‘Mr. Beazizy wished to know what in- 
structions the Police had, about turning 
off the coe to the Back Road coolies 
carrying burdens from the city to the 
country. He remarked that he considered 
it arbitrary, 





ed | At 4 





Mr. Rausax replied that he was notaware 
what the exact orders were, but probably 
the Secretary might supply the information. 
For himself’ and’ most people would agree 
with him, he thought the more the natives 
were kept off the Bund the better, especi- 
ally in summer, in their semi-nude state. 
For some years past, traffic from the city 
to the country and vice rersa had been 
diverted as much as possible to the Back 
Road, and he contended that the Chinese, 
who had refused to contribute towards 
Municipal improvements, had no right to 
use the Bund as they pleased, to the amoy- 
ance of the taxpayers. Aftersome general 
conversation on the subject, the question 


dro] L. 
ie vote of thanks to the Chairman, 
the meeting dissolved. 





‘MEETING OF RATEPAYERS ON THE FRENCH 
CONCESSION. 

A meeting of Ratepayers on the French 
Concession was held on the 28th January. 
Present—Messrs Millot (President), Baron, 
Bluntachli, Buissonnet, Forbes, Henuequin, 
Lang, and Vinay, menibers of the Comncil ; 
Pros Aymeri and Reauchef, Messrs. Birt, 
Hannen, Irving, I- er, and Mackintosh ; 
representing altog .r 36 votes, 

tho CHAIRACAN, having declare i the meet- 
ing open, invited MM. Aymeri, who had given 
notice of certain questions’ regarding the 
Proposed Budget, to state his views. 

. AxMeRI, having examined the past 
and proposed Budgets, noticed a great dilfer- 
ence between the amounts to be raised 
by the Impét Foncier (Land Tax.) The 
valuation had been greatly changed, biit 
against this he had nothing to say’; on 
the whole he thought the new valuation 
was pretty fair; but in raising the valua- 
tion 140 per cent. he did not see any 
reason for raising the tax to 1 per cent. 
The neighbouring Concession paid only 
3/10 per cent.; and now we were asked to 
pay three times as much. Ho should 
proposo that, while retaining the now 
valuation, the tax be reduced to $ pér cent. 
That used to be the rate charged, and he 
thought it a fair one. ‘The tax would then 

eld Tis. 7,800, while it was estimated 
year at ‘ls, 8,090, showing an increase 
of Tis. 2,250.—The Impét Locatif (Foreign 
‘House Tax) was also doubled in the Budget ; 
ho assented to its being raised, but 
let it be fixed at 3 instead of 4 per cont. 
Ber cent, it was estimated to 

‘Tis. 2,800 ; at 3 it would give Tis. 1,900. 
Tho ditference was not very great, and he 
thought the lower rate fairer. —M.’Aymeri 
then went on to re-open his old grievance 
of Bund lot-owners being required to pay 
taxes on land which had been recovered at 
their own expense. Some of those present 
might remember when the old Bund was 
only 60 ft. wide. ‘Thanks to the owners of 
the river frontage, it was now increased to 
100 ft.; and we had a Bund without an 
equal." The cost of effecting this improve- 
ment was borne by the Bund lot-owners, and 
they ought not to be called on to pay taxes 
on the recovered land. He knew it might 
be said that the frontage was valnable, but 
the owners had their frontage previously ; 
it was simply a deplacement. ‘These were 
reasons for not imposing on Bund lot- 
owners a tax on land recovered by their 
own expenditure.—Passing now tu the 
other side of the Budget, M. Aymeri re- 
marked that it seemed to have been very 
exactly calculated, and the Council must of 
course be best aware of the necessities of 
the ease ; but he would beg them to see 
whether they could not reduce or at least 
put off certain expenses so as to balance 
the diminution of revenue which he pro- 
posed. First, in respect of buildings, he 
remembered when he was himself a mem- 
ber of Council, the question of building 
quarters for the employés had been dis- 
cussed, and the outlay was not regarded 
as onerous because an allowance had to 




















be made them in lieu of quarters, But 


still it was an outlay that might be defer- 
red on emergency. Next, with regard to 
the River bunding, he knew it was not 
desirable to interrupt current work, and he 
knew the old wooden bunding was bad; 
but he thought the portion between the 
Rue du Consulat and the Rue Colbert could 
be repaired and made available for a short 
time ; and beyond this point, again, tho 
pontoons of the China Navigation Company 
made it easier to maintain then where 
there was no support. But if the con- 
struction of the new buildings could be 
Geferred for a year, the Tis. 6,000 would 
fully cover the difference between the 
proceeds of the Impots Foneier and Locatif 
at 4and 1 and } and 3 per cent.— 

‘The Cuamaay begged, as M. Aymeri’s 
remarks threatened to be rather long, to 
be allowed to reply to the criticisms he 
had already made, lest he might bye 
and bye forget some points, First, then, 
with ‘reference to the new taxes. The 
suppression of the Wharfage Dues caused 
a deficit of Is, 10,000 which had to be 
made up to restore the equilibrium of the 
Budget. It had seemed just not to increase 
the Native Taxes, which were already high, 
but to require from European Ratepayers, 
in another form, the taxes of swhich ‘they 
had been relieved. M. Millot went on to 
summarise the Budget expenditure, and 
to argue that, without the sum which 
M. Aymeri wished to retrench, it would 
be impossible to balance it. The erection 
of a new building for the employés had 
been decided on several years ago. ‘Tho 
Council of 1873, of which M. Aymeri, 
as he had himself remarked, was a member, 
had voted the project, though it had not 
been carried out ; and'in December, 1875, 
the salaries of the tax-collectors had been 
raised from £100 to Tis. 100, and the houso 
allowance had been stopped, because the 
Council entered upon the Budget for 1876 
‘nsum of ‘Ts. 6,000 for the constenction of 
buildings to lodge them. Since the month 
of August, 1876, 717 houses had been built 
‘on the Concession ; there were, therefore, 
about 1,400 monthly tax papers to muke out, 
more than in the past, and 717 more Quar- 
terly House-tax papers; and it was more than, 
likely that before the end of the year 700 
more houses would be built on land situated 
near the Ningpo Joss House, which will 
give 2,000 additional tax papers. The 
Assessment was very troublesome work, 
and the employés were most inconveniently 
accommodated. | They wero old and good 
servants of 8, 12 and 14 years standing ; 
and they had been looking for their new 
quarters ever since the suppression of their 
allowance.—He came now to the question 
of bunding. M. Aymeri was in error in 
supposing the Budget contemplated dealing 
with the whole distance from the Rue du 
Consulat to the Stone Bridge; there was 
no question of it. [M. Aymeri—TI did not 
speak of the Stone Bridge; only of the 
Rue Colbert.) For the section which 
it was intended to deal with, a con- 
tract had been entered into. ‘The Council 
had ‘done exactly what their neigh 
bors lind done by rectifying’ the Bund 
line at the mouth of the Yang-king-pang ; 
and they could not stop in the middle of 
the work, [M. Aymeri had been misiaken ; 
the exact section was not mentioned in the 
Budget]. M. Millot went on to remark 
that in all probability the cost of repairs to 
the Sikaway road, which had fallen into a 
very bad condition, would be greater than 
was estimated ; the recent bad weather, too, 
would necessitate heary repairs to the roads 
in the Concession. On the other hand, the 
Chief of the Police thought too much had 
been anticipated from the Jinriksha tax. 
The number of Jinrikshas plying in the Con- 
cession lind been decreasing during the last 
two months, on xecount of the great number 
of carriages plying. M. Aymeri had spoken 
of the tax on the recovered Bund land. 
He (M. Miilot) believed the Bund lot- 
owners had paid two-thirds of the cost of 
extonding the Bund, [M, Aymeri—Thoy 
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paid all—all.] Practically they had bought 
the new land at a cost of Ts. 2,250 a mow ; 
and he thought they had made a very good 
profit on the transaction ; not only was there 
the increased value of the land, but they 
had the frontage. [SI. Aymeri—They had 
that before.] At any rate the improvement 
had produced a-great deal more than it 

They had built houses and godowns 

were well leased ; and if the Munici- 
pality offered to resume the land for what 
it had cost, he thought the Bund lot-holders 
would not acquiesce, [M. Aymeri—They 
did a good to the community}. Yes (said 
M, Milot) and to themselves as well. 

‘M. Aywinr said, in regard to the abroga- 
tion of Wharfage Dues, hie had nothing to 
say. It was a useful measure for one 
section of the community if not for the 
other. But the argument that, because 
it was found desirable to abolish Wharf- 
age Dues, it was desirable to increase 
the Impot Foneier, did not seem to 

him a very strong ‘one, The principle 

insisted on, of relieving commerce, had 
been very unevenly applied; there was 
scarcely a ingle article of native commerce 
that was not taxed. They had simply in- 
creased the taxation on one item of revenue 
threo times, in order to decrease another. 
It was stripping St. Peter in order to 
clothe St. Paul. But they had not accom- 
plished their avowed object; there was 
nothing in the Report indicating any relief 
of Chinese tradesmen.—Resuming his 
dotailed criticism of the Budget, M. Aymeri 
said he saw Tis. 1,700 for new lighting 
apparatus. This seemed a great deal ; of 
course new apparatus was required’ in 
new buildings, but the old stock was 
not entirely unavailable. Then, in regard 
toExpropriations, theso were undoubted im- 
provements; but when they had not av: 
ablo funds and wore increasing taxation, 
they should make the fewest expropriations 
possible. Certain other items of expendi- 
ture, he thought, also should not be so 
high. And then for Contingencies. It was 
always wiso to put estimates a little high, 
but the allotment of Tis. 1,000 for possible 
unforeseen expenses to the Secretariat 
seemvd too high ; last year there had been 
no such outlay, yet this year it figured 

‘again in the Budgot. 

‘The CHarmMan said the cost of new 
lighting apparatus was set down at Tis. 700, 
not Tis. 1,700; and M. Aymeri had for: 
Rotten. that this included fitting up the new 
West Police Station. As to expropriations, 

» there were generally two forms of indem- 

nily claimed ; one for the value of land and 
‘one for damage to property. He could 
aftirm that the Council had been very far 
from giving what was asked.—[M. Aymeri 
was not objecting to the compensation 
allowed. He Shovght that had generally 
been fair}. Mf. Millot went on to answer 
M. Aymeri’s criticisms on other estimates, 
which he contended were not excessive ; 
and in regard to Contingencies, there were 
casual expenses in prospect in connexion 
with the Secretariat which would more 
than absorb the ‘Tis. 1,000 set down. 

‘M, Avatent compared the sums set down 
for Contingencies under several other head- 
ings, with the estimates and actual ex- 

» penditure under these heads in last year's 

accounts, and thought they indicated a 

possible saving of 1, 2 or 3,000 taels. Com- 

paring a number of items which aggregated 

Tis, 6,900 in this Budget, as against an 

actual expenditure of Tis. 1,100 last year, 

he contended that a triple estimate seemed 
excessive. He did not ask M. Millot to 
reply in detail to his comments, which 
he advanced to sustain his argument that 
the proposed increase in taxation might not 
prove necessary. He remembered perfectly 

that it had been decided in 1874 to build a 

house for the Municipal employés, but at 

the present moment he should be happy if 
the Council could see fit to defer execution 
of the project. 

‘The CHarraan said it had already been 

_deferred for two years, Wan it not bad 
































economy to pay $1,200 a year house allow- 

instead of expending ls, 6,000 in 
? He went on to explain in 
detail the increased estimates which M. 
Aymeri had pointed out, and contended 
that if M. Aymeri would’ inspect the pre- 
mises, he would be the first to ask’ that 
better offices and better furniture should 
be provided. 

‘M. Avent advised, then, the raising of a 
loan, if the expenditure were absolutely 
necessary. It would be wiser to fix the 
taxes at the rates he recommended, and 
no other means could be found of equalising 
revenue and expenditure to raise a loan of 
‘Tis, 10,000 for two years. He did not 
believe it would be necessary to make a 
loan, but if it were so he would undertake 
to subscribe freely and at a very easy rate 
of interest—when the Council wanted it, 
and not before. 

‘The Cuarsan said the Council wished 
to reduce the Industrial Taxes next year ; 
andhe had already pointed out the increased 
outlay which the bad weather would 
probably necessitate upon the roads. 

‘M. Avxenr still thought economies could 
be effected which would equalise revenue 
and expenditure. Last year thoy had a 
surplus of Ts. 8,000, and he hoped they 
would next year have the same good 
fortune, and be able to reduce the Indus- 








trial Taxes gradually, At present the tax- 
ation on Chinese amounted to nearly 25 per 
cent. 


‘Tho CuarrMan said loans were generally 
raised for extraordinary works ; he objected 
to the principle of raising a loan to meet 
current expenditure. 

Mr. Hasxen remarked that the new 
buildings for Municipal employés were of 
the nature of an extraordinary expense. 
Let them raise a loan of Tis. 6,000 for that. 

M. Aywert would submit a formal pro- 
position— 

‘That the Council try to equalise the expend- 
iture with the receipts by putting the Impot 
Foncier at 4 per cei Tmpot Locatif 
Européen at 3 per cent.; and that, if no other 
means can be found, » loan of Tis. 10,000 be 
made for two years, 

Ii they were here as voters, and not only 
in consultation, he would beg the Chairman 
to put this resolution to the vote. 

Ir. Haxwen seconded. 

The Curran said they were sitting 
under the Réglements, which lay down 
that the Council deliberates and decides on 
the Budget. A vote could be given, but it 
would not be binding. 

‘M, Avseent—That is your affair. If you 
think it well to have a vote, put the 
resolution to the vote. If you think other- 
wise, don’t take one. 

‘The Cuarema pointed out that less 
than a fourth of the Ratepayers were re- 

resented. The majority of the Council, 

jowever, were in favour of putting it to 
the vote, and he would put it. 

A ballot shewed 22 votes against M. 
Aymeri's proposal, and 14 in favour. 

‘M. Hesxequix then proposed, and M. 
Baron seconded— 

‘That the accounts of 1877 
printed, 

Carried. 

Mr. Forses then proposed and M. Buis- 
sonnet seconded— 


t the Budget for 1878 be adopted as it 








be passed, as 





stand 


M. Barox agreed, but with the hope of 
reducing the Industrial Taxes next year. 

‘After a few moments’ consultation, 

‘The Cuarrwan announced that such was 
the decision of the Council. 

The meeting then broke u 











CHINESE FAMINE RELIEF FOND. 

A meeting of the above Committee 
was held Saturday; present, Mr. Glover in 
the chair; the Revs. Dr. Nelson and W. 
‘Muirhead, Messrs, Wetmore, Lemarchand, 








Forbes, Hiibbe and Dr. Johnston. A letter 
of apology was read from M. A. Hennequin. 
The Secretary stated the occasion of 
the meeting, that it was owing to the 
letters which had been received from 
the North in regard to the famine, and 
which had appeared in the public papers. 
The subject was then taken into the serious 
consideration of the Commitee, as to what 
should be done. ‘The exceeding sadness 
of the case was acknowledged, though 
there was a feeling of deep regret that 
very much of the prevailing suffering was 
owing to the want of sufficient roads and 
means of communication from Tientsin 
to the famine-stricken districts, It seems 
that, large supplies of rice had been for- 
warded to that port, which were allowed to 
lie on the wharves exposed to all weathers ; 
or to be otherwise stored up, for lack of 
suitable. means of conveyance; while 
wiltitudes were perishing at no great dis- 
tance, and human flesh was resorted to by 
the living as a necessity of existence. 
‘Various members of the committee 
were strongly of opinion that the Chinese 
Government was seriously at fault for this 
state of things ; and both on account of the 
present famine, and, possibly, any future 
‘one, it ought to be most urgently pressed 
upon that Government that railways and 
such like means of transport should be at 
‘once proceeded witb, so as to open the 
country and prevent the recurrence of the 
terrible destittition now so widely provail- 
ing, The hope was expressed that, the 
pul lication of these sentiments, at the 
instance of the Famine Relief Committee, 
would come to the knowledge of the native 
authorities, and carry weight with it in 
their case, leading them to adopt such 
measures 23 in similar circumstances to the 
present would prove effective for the saving 


of human life. 
Ie vas then agroed. that the foreign 
tlements should be divided into various 
districts, to be canvassed by the members 
of the committee ; as was the case last year 
on the occasion of the Shantung famine, 
‘The following order was resolved on :— 


Hongkew: Rev. Dr. Nezsox and Dr. 
Souxsrox. 
Hongkew to Nanking Road : 
‘Messrs. Wooo and Gunpay. 
‘Nanking Road to Foochow Road : 
Dean Buroner, Messrs, Lesan- 
cuaN and Grover. 
Foochow Road to Yang-king-pang : 
‘Mesare. Forses, Hunae and 
Werwore. 
The French Concession : 
M. Hexwequrx. 
Chinese in the Settlements, the Outports 
and Japan 
v 








Messrs. Murruzap and 
‘PAuMer. 


It was further resolved that telegrams 
bo sent to England and America, appealing 
for assistance. . 

‘My Dear Mr. Mummean,—In accord- 
ance with the resolution passed at this 
morning's meeting, I called on Mr. Daven- 
port and General’ Stahel, who both con- 
sented to forward under their official sig- 
natures the telegraphic, appeals for asit- 
ance to England and the United States, 
which were drafted by the Committee. I 
append copies of the tio telegrams which 
hare gone forward. Mr. Helland deserves 
the warm thanks of the Committee for his 
liberality in allowing both messages to pass 
free of charge, as far as London, over the 
Northern lines. 

T have also called on Monsieur Godeaux, 
who has kindly promised to advise the 
Committee of the best means of appealiny 
promptly to the charity of the Frencl 
people. 





Iam, yours truly, 
(Signed) F, B, Fonzes, 
26th January. 
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(Telegram. ) 

«« Appalling famine raging throughout four 
provinces, North China, Nine millions people 
Teyorted destitute. Children daily » 
kets for food. Foreign Relief 
appeals to Kogland and America for assitance, 
Requests you form London (or Ai 
Gommittes, collect fande snd deposit Agra 

nk.” 












MUNICIPAL COUNCIL. 

At the Meeting of the Council held in 
the Council Room, 17, Kiangse Road, 
Shanghai, on Monday, the 21st January, 
1878, at 9.30 o'clock a.m. 

Present—Mesers. J. Hart (chairman), 


G. J. W, Cowie, E. H. Lavers, P. 
Hibbe, E. G. Low, J. Bell Irving, J. 
Seaman, A. MacLeod, and the Acting- 
Secretary. 

‘The Minutes of the previous meeting are 
read, confirmed, and passed for publication. 

Cash Statement for week ending 19th 
inatant, is submitted for inspection, and 
cheques for sundry accounts are signed. 

“nreenent ‘with Mr, J. MacMillan, as 
Local Post Master, is signed. 

Budget, 1878.—Draft is submitted and 
considered. 











Amusements. 





CONVERSAZIONE AT THE ASIATIC SOCIETY'S 
ROOMS. 

‘The conversazione held Monday at the 
rooms of the Asiatic Society was successful, 
the arrangements made by the Committee 
having resulted in as near completeness as 

ossible, notwithstanding the limited time 
for preparation at their disposal. 

‘To dispose firstly, of the, in one sense, 
least important feature of the rich exhi- 
bition distributed in the Society’s rooms 
for inspection, the lecture-hall was set 
apart for Chinese exhibitors only ; and 
here were arranged choice articles of art and 
mnufacture in profusion. ‘These, being ex- 
hibited solely for sale, and not on account of 











their antiquity, choiceness, or merit, afford | good 


no opportunity for further appreciation— 
that must be left as a sine qua non between 
tho purchaser and the dealer. Suifice it, 
therefore, to say that among this native 
collection wereto beseen some few specimens 
of choiceness and price, but by far the 
greater number were of very modern pro- 
duction. There were, however, we hear, 
numerous purchasers, which ” doubtless 
gladdened the hearts’ of the dealers, and 
probably at the same time gave the new 
Possessors an opportunity of increasing 
their knowledge of Chinese skill and work- 
manship in many departments. 

‘The Library, which was kindly placed at 
the disp sal of the Committee, was devoted 
to scientific and electrical instruments—the 
latter including specimens of the Telephone, 
which we shall have occasion to refer to 
more fully further on, Among the other 
articles, all of which were lent by Mr. J. 
D. Bishop, were a complete set of tele- 
graphic instruments, including two of 
Morse’s in actual ‘operation, and the 
number of yards of the tapelike paper 
used for printing the messages, con- 
sumed during the afternoon, it would be 
almost impossible to estimate. Many were 
carried away as mementoes of the interest- 
ing experiments made. A testing-table, 
fitted with instruments of all deseriptions 
for the purpose of proving the electro- 
magnitude of magnetic horseshoes (tech- 
nically so-called) and bar magnets, also 
attracted much attention and proved of 
great interest to many 

‘Proceeding upstairs, to the Museum and 
what is termed the Society's Library Room, 
the chief object of the conversazioné became 
visible ; and happy were they who, taking 
time by the forelock, found their way to 
these apartments before they became crowd- 
ed with the members of the Society, their 
friends, and other visitors. : 





But here we must pause a little while, 
to say a few words about the attendance. 
At three o'clock, the time appointed for the 
opening, the rooms began to fill, and in tess 
than half an hour were filled to overdow- 
ing, by visitors from all parts of the Settle- 
ments, ladies forming ‘very large proportion 
of those present ‘he interest taken in the 
Committee's undertaking generally was un- 
mistakeable, and affords ample ground for 
believing that an annual repetition of the 
conversazione would be welcomed. 

‘The specimens in the Society's Lib 
Room were arranged around the walls ani 
on a |: centre stand. Here was exhi- 
bited a display of genuine works of Chinese 
and Japanese art, many of the most 
venerable antiquity, extending back to the 
remote dimness of past epochs, and worth a 
journey of a thousand miles to see. We 
doubt if such a collection, ithe pro- 

erty of private persons, was ever before 
yught together at one time. There was a 
multitude of articles, from the tiniest ivory- 
carving to large works in bronze, cloissonné 
ware and porcelain, All these, numbering 
hundreds of specimens, were loaned for the 








oceasion by members of the community, 
the principal exhibitors being Mrs. C. VV. 
Goodwin, Messrs. T. W. Kingsmill (Pres: 


ent of the Society), ©. . Gardner, F. B. 
Forbes, H. De C. Forbes, W. B. Chalmers, 
Hyde and Hertz, Dr. Galle, A. J. How, 
A. A. Krauss, Rennie, E. A. Reynolds, 
. S. Morris, de. de. The sale col- 
lection was conspicuous for quantity 
rather than quality—but the loan collection 
was remarkable for both quality and quan- 
tity. It is true that several genres were 
not well represented, among the absentees 
being specimens of the “ruby red” ware, 

hich the Chinese say is made of the blood 
of monkeys procured in Annam and Bor- 
neo, by the monkeys voluntarily exchang- 
ing their blood for wine ; and the Tiao-chi, 
a sort of sealing-wax lacquer. There were, 
however, a few specimens of choice lacquer 
ware shown, A student of Ceramic 
art, however, would, if he had chosen 
to’ take the’ trouble, have obtained a 
lesson, for the ‘specimens extended 
in age from about A.D. 1280 to 1870, or 
nearly 600 years. ‘Time did not allow 
arrangement, to be made by date; and in 
consequence the choicest things were 
scattered about the room in company with 
those of comparative inferiority, and lost 
thereby. 

Bronzes were there, of the Sung 
Ming and Ching dynasties, each being 
represented by a typical specimen. 
‘There was one fine, of white 
bronze with blue enamelled flowers, 
of great rarity and beauty.—Cloisonnée 
ware was not so well represented ; but a 

jece of Kien-lung was shown, which is 

lieved to be as fine a specimen as was ever 
produced.—Of porcelain, there was some 
of every kind—the collection of blue and 
white, though small, being especially good. 
The porcelain exhibited ranged from the 
superfine Chin-chew, or Fo-shaon, running 
through the Shan-lung and Chin-te-cheng 
by easy stages, to the coarse Shek-lung. 

‘One leading feature of the loan collection 
was some lovely bits of real Satsuma, which 
in themselves were an education in Ceramic 
ware.—Of Jade, there were some large 
Pieces shown, and among the smaller 
specimens was a pair of quails carved in 
that difticult material, life-like in outline. 
Itis believed that next year’s exhibition will 
probably produceasufficientnumber of Jades 
for a colour study. But even yesterday a 
student might mark the peculiar green and 
red of the Ming dynasty, and howit gradually 
or suddenly changed ’into the brilliant 
colours that glorified the periods of Kang- 
hi and Kien-lung. Yung-ching’s super- 
stitious reverence for the number *¢8” and 
its multiples, were also to be-seen influenc- 
ing the designs ; and it was also shown 
how the deep yellow of Kien-lung was 
uy the straw-colour of Tao- 
Kwang; and how the vermillion tints of 











the former gave piace to the lake-colour 80 
fashionable during the period of Tao-kwang. 
Not the least interesting, among the 
exhibits were specimens of copper and 
bronze cash, dating, as we were in- 
formed, from A.D. 6 or 9 to A.D. 
618, and thence to modern times, the 
former being of th: Ho-chuen or Han 
dynasty. ‘There were also specimens of 
it Annam, Coresu, Japanese, and 
<quinese coins, in various shapes and 
wets; and some unique specimens of 
wood carving in the form of small cups, 
embellished with truthfel imitations of 
ruits, flowers, and folinge, the work of 
the savages of Hainan,—The specimens in 
ivory were numerous, and all of such high 
excellence as to defy selection, though we 
doubt not that the history of ‘some, espe- 
cially among the representations of the 
human figure, would afford interesting 
details, if space and time would allow. 
‘The walls of this room were hung with 
ancient and modern Chinese picénres and 
specimens of silk embroidery, giving the 
apartment a very finished and unique 
appearance, 
whe Museum itself was appropriately 
devoted to the flora, fauna, minerals and 
fossils of Asia; and the collection, 
though not very’ extensive, was highly 
interesting and instructive. M. Fauvel, 
the Society's hon. curator, lent a case con 
taining a good collection of minerals and 
shells from Shantung and Swatow ; with 
specimens of cereals, sceds, and woods 
from the first-named province. — Some 
beautiful specimens of ‘grasses from For- 
mosa were sent by Mrs, ‘I. F Hughes ; and 
a number of cases, lent by Mrs, Goodwin, 
and containing specimens of Japanese pro- 
ducts, were inuch admired.—The fossils 
exhibited by Mr. Kingsmill also excited 
much. wonder‘and admiration. So many 
things were exhibited in this room that we 
amust pass some over with yery brief notice 
especially those which were of the nature 
of ordinary “curios” merely. A‘ mer- 
man “from Japan—a myth .that in Eng- 
land, a dozen years or’ more ago, caused 
much excitement until Barnum exploded 
it,—was examined with some surprise.— 
Dr. Maegowan lent a fine collection of 
Photographs of Formosan seenes ; and 
ir. Saunders’ snow scenes in Shanghai 
were also exhibited in this room, But 
‘Miss Martin's cases of butterflies seemed 
to command most attention. In this 
room also were some good specimens 
of ancient Japanese armour and weapons, 
together with some Chinese spears, &c. 
The fossils and coal specimens, however, 
were the chief attractions, and of the latter 
theré were some exhibited from soveral 
provinces. 

But tho chief anticipated feature of the 
conversazione was the ‘Telephone, experi- 
ments with which were to have been con- 
ducted from the Library to Mr. Kingsmill’s 
ofiice in the Kiangse rvad ; but unluckily, 
while fitting the wire, a Chinaman employed 
cut it by driving @ nail through it, and 
thus literally cut off the communication, 
and the experiments were rendered less 
interesting and of Jess value by having to 
be confined to the building itself, in which 
was the nvise unavoidably made by a large 
assembly of pevple moving from room to 
room and up aud down stairs. A large 
audience of ladies and gentlemen, however, 
assembled in the Library, and listened to a 
short address by Mr. Bishop on tho dis- 
covery, improvement, and gradual develope- 
ment of this wonderful scientific feature of 
the age. Mr. Bishop made the meaning 
of the new phraseology necessary to de- 
scribe the instrument, very clear, by means 
of diagrams by himself, as he pro- 
ceeded, on a black-brard. 

The’ proceedings throughout were very 
enjoyable, and the Committee are to be 
congratulated on the successful progress 
and termination of this, the first scientitic 
contersacione held in Shanghai. 
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Pliscellancous. 





‘THE CHINESE AMBASSADOR AT OXFORD. 

‘The following is an extract from a private 
Jetter describing the Chinese Ambassador's | 
visit to Oxford :— 

“4 fow days ago we visited Oxford with 
the Chinese Ambassador. At the Bodleian, 
we met with Professor Max Miller, and 
took the opportunity of consulting him 
about his Oriental studies. ‘Tho Professor 
took us over All Sonls', and introduced us 
to his edition of theVedas. His Excellency 
Kwoh was much pleased with his visit to 
Oxford. We paid a visit to the Sheldonian 
‘Theatre, and listened to an address from 
Dr. Legge on the four last maxims of the 
Sacred Edict. At the invitaiion of Dr. 
Sewel, the Vice-Chancellor of the Univer: 
sity, we were introduced at Iuncheon in 
the’Hall of New College; the Principals 
of the other colleges and other distinguished 
men having been invited to mect the 
Ambessador. 

‘The Vice-Chancellor afterwards con- 
ducted us over several of the colleges, the 
Clarendon Press, the Bodleian Library, the 
rooms of some of the undergraduates, ‘and 
other places. In the evening we went to 
a reception at Dr. Legge’ 
men of note were presente 
cellency, 

‘The next morning, accompanied by Dr. 
Legge, the Ambassador went to the 
University, where he was so fortunate as to 
see tho degrees of Master and Buchelor 
being conferred, When the Vico-Chan- 
collor was relioved from his part of the 
ceremony, he conducted us to 
part of the University where examinations, 
written and vied roce, were being held for 
the same degrees. We afterwards visited 
the Museum and the Observatory. 

At the latter, we were so fortunate as 
to bo able to got a view of Venus when 
just passing the meridian. The planet 

ad the appearance of a half moon, which 
much astonished the Ambassador, xs. well 
as the fact that Professor Pritchard had 
heen able to show it to us in broad 
daylight. Kwoh Ta-jon duly recorded the 
fact of his having witnessed the phenom- 
enon at 3 p.m. on. the 29th November ; 
and the Professor said that perhaps. senne 
2,000 years hence the fact might be called 
. in question, and require to be verified in 
the same manner as some of the astrunom- 














where -fhany 
to His Ex- 


























ical phenomena recorded in the Shu- 
King had beon tested and proved correct 
by him, Teannot say that, in my opinion, 





his proofs are much to be relied on, for, 

seeing that the Chinese have sometimes 

put in an interealary month where none 

ought to be, it seenis impossible it could 

be proved that auch and auch 3 day, 

of Yu's time, corresponded with our B.C., 
.y month and day.” 











THE TEDAPHONE IN SHANGHAT. 
‘The China Merchants’ 8. N, Co. having 
resolved on the — substituti 
telephone for the Siemens’ ma; 
instruments, used by them for com 
tion between their head-ollice and 
ing-sing, 
ice in Hankow road, the 
necessary alterations to the apparatus have 
been made. 
The apparaius for each office consists of 
a Siemens’ G-magnet inductor and polarized 
alarum for calling the attention of the 
station to be spoken with, and a double 
telephone made especiaily for the require- 
ments of the Company's lines. Two 
telephones are used ; the current traver~ 
sing one in an opposite direction to that 
circulating in the other. This disposition 
is to meet certain exigencies which might 
present themselves from an electrical poi 
of view ; but beyund this it is found that 
the use of two telephones adds materially 
to the strength of tho sound produced, as, 


























in listening, a telephone is applied to each 
ear, ‘thus not only producing speech in 
each ear, but effectually excluding all 
extraneotjs sounds, which are found to 
greatly mar the effect when only one 
telephone is used. In fact, nothing more 
than ordinary stillness or attention is re- 
quired when using the double telephones. 
‘This is in itself a great advantage, and one 
which will tend fo increase materially the 
use of this wonderful instrument. 

‘As the “resistance” through which the 
telephone will work is practically unlimited, 
great care is required in the insulation of 
all its parts, vulcanite and solid parafiin 
being freely made use of. 

‘We may thus consider the telephone as 
fairly Iaunched in China, and we congratu- 
late the managers of the C. M.S. N. Co, 
on the readiness with which they have 
shewn their appreciation of this marvel of 
the nineteenth century, especially on the 
fact of their being positively the owners of 
the first practically worked telephone lines 
in the Far East. 








Correspondence. 





THE FAMINE IY THE NORTH. 
To the Editor of the 
Norru-Cina Henaxp. 

Dear Si,—Will you please insert the 
inclosed two letters in regard to the famine 
in the North. The one is from Rev. Pére 
Aymeri, who describes in brief the terrible 
condition of things raging over whole 
provinces. ‘The other is a continuation of 
{eiters that have been sent by Mr. Richard 
at Tai-yuen-foo, but have not come to hand. 
Both most earnestly appeal for assistance 
from the Famine Relief Fund, but our 
supplies have all been sent North to the 
scene of suffering. It would be a great 
satisfaction if timely relief were afforded 
in answer to these appeals, and the Com- 
mittee would be glad to receive and for- 
ward any assistance that might be rendered. 

Ws, Mumutean, 
Hon. Secretary. 














nghai, 24th Jan, 
[Translation] 

Purswexr,—Can you, as you did 
x for the sufferers of Shantung, 
rough the Procure of the Lazaristes, 
who has authority over the Catholie 
Missionaries of the provinces afllicted by 
the famine, some portion of the amount 
which has ‘been obtained for those suffec- 
ing from the effects of the famine. 

T do not think it necessary I should give 
you in detail a translation from the Italian, 
Of the horrible accounts I have received 
from numerous letters which have been 
sent to ane from Shansi, Shensi, and Honan, 
where the famine is most general and ter- 
rible, and from Shantung, where the famine 
is far from having disappeared, though it is 
less severe there than it was last year. 

‘These letters are truly heartrending; the 
people are dying, one might say, like flies ; 
the cold, added to the failure of nourish- 
‘d fuel, leaves them nothing out 

ellow earth mixed with leaves of various 

kinds of trees, to prolong their lives for a 
few days. The wild fruits, collected before 
they ate ripe, and the stalks of the millet, 
are ail that are left them ; even water has 
failed, and it is often necessary for the 
suiferers to seek it at a distance of half a 
's journey. 
‘The future is very terrible, for, in many 
parts, the want of rain will prevent the 
ground from producing, and in many places 
the people will have consumed all of the 
grain seed before sowing time. 

The letters I have received are of a 
nature to make me believe that the details 
of the famine given in the Peking Gazette, 
and reprodnced in the North-China Daily 
News, are correct. 
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Hoping the Committee will take my 
request into consideration. 
(Signed) A. Avent, 
rrocure des Lazaristes. 
Shanghai, 23rd Jan. * 


Dean Mr, Mumneap,—As Ido not know 
whether the posts here are reliable, I send 
you duplicate of a letter forwarded a fow 
Gays ago, and if this reaches at the same 
time, perhaps it had better be published. 

Teis some time since I saw any account 
of the Indian famine, In com; i 
it, believe the suffering here 
terrible. The names of eight or nine millions 
are down for. relief, namely :—Honan, 
2; Shensi and Chihli, about 1, and Shansi, 
5 or 6 millions. That people sell their 
lands, pull down their houses, sell their 
wives and daughters, eat roots and carrion, 
clay, and refuse is nothing strange, but a 
constant occurrence. And if this were not 
enough to move one’s pity, the sight of 
men and women and little children lying 
helpless on the road-side, or if dead torn 
by hungry doga and magpies, should do.s0. 
The news has reached us within the Inst 
few days, from more than one source, that 
children are being boiled and eaten. If 
there is pity in the human heart, and the 
possibility of assistance at hand, this is the 
time to call it forth. ‘Tho terrible tales of 
sieges oven sink to nothing before it for it 
is only single cities which thus suffer ; but 
here it is a thousand cities—a whole Huro- 
pean kingdom! Many thousands of lives 
were “actually saved, and no less than 
seventy thousand relieved last year, by the 
generosity of foreigners and their Chinese 
iends at the porta. It was then a Inbour of 

















love on your part who so nobly strove to 
do good. The blessing of God will ever 
rest on such deed: we have one of 





tho greatest famines this dynasty has had to 
contend with, Any help given will be most 
conscientiously given to the real sufferers. 
Want'will be the only condition of relief, 
If friends at the ports or elsewhere do not 
consider Shansi too far away, every tael 
they contribute will relieve so many 
sufferers ; and in multitudes of cases 
life depends on there being such hel 
command. I feel much difficulty in calling 
for aid this year again, Tt seems like laying 
too much on willing hearts, but when eacl 
day brings news of greater and greater 
suffering, I cannot but put the matter before 
those friends who showed such readiness 
before, and let them do what they can. 
‘To-day, my landlord told me that two carts 
laden’ with corpses went ont at the cast 
gate of this city, which were to be buried 
together inacomunon pit. He didnot know 
the number that were carried out singly. 
Thave no words to express the anguish and 
despair of these poor people. 
Tremain, yours faithfully, 
‘Trvormy Ricanns. 
Tai-yuen Fu, 1st Jan, 











Saw Heports. 





H.B.M.’s SUPREME COURT. 





B. Evass & Co. v. E. Pacuisrer. 

This was an action to recover $120 for 
goods supplied. 

Defendant did not appear. ‘The case was 
not originally put down for hearing toxlay, 
and there was a doubt as to whether he had 
heen officially informed of the alteration ; hut 
plaintiff and his clerk both expressed ‘their 
belief that defendant did kno. 











that he had 
suggented that an arrangement should be made 
for payment without coming to Court, 

fis Lorpsuir said he would sow hear the 
case, but if it appeared that defendant had 
it asa fact received the notice of the altera- 

in the day of hearing, plaintiff would 
to come again to Court and the case 
mould be fi 
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Plaintiff deposed that he had supplied 
defendant with goods to the amount of the 
claim, and that he had not received payment. 
He had frequently demanded payment, but 
without success. 

His Lordabip aaid he would enter judgment 
for the amount claimed with costs, 














POLICE COURT. 


‘Shanghai, 24th Jan, 
Bofore R. A. Mowat, Esq. 
R. (Captain Laxoxo1s) v. J. H. Lypo. 
Charge of Refusal of Duty. 

Defendant belongs to the crew of the 
barque Hopewell, and he was charged with 
refusal of duty. 

‘He shipped and signed the articles as cook, 
and for some time he worked in that capacity. 
But the crew of the vessel complained of 
the way in which their food was prepared 
by him, and the Captain, after numerous 
ccantions, took him out of the galley and gav 
instructions for him to do deck work, ‘This 
he refused to do, notwithstanding that be had 
been advised to do it by Mr. ‘Tapp, the 
Regitrar of Shipping, 

fend: 

sailor 
said refused to do the work he 
shipped to do, but he had refused to do deck 
work, 

io Worsnre held that the Captain’s only 
remedy was to reduco defendant's wages for 
incompetence 5 defendant had not refused to 
perform his duties as cook, and that was all 
that he shipped to do,’ Defendant would 
bo sont back to the ship, and if it could 
bbe arranged it would be advisable for him to 
bo discharged, * 


















25th Jan. 
R, (Porscr) v. Davin Pats, 
Witfut Damage. 

Prisoner ia second officer of the barque 
Norman Court, and he was charged with 
wilfully breaking into a house No, 5714q, 
Broatway, Hi Ww. 

‘On the ‘provious night, defendant went to 
the house and demanded admission. It was 
refused him, and he thereupon forced his way 
in, damaging the door. 

fe adinitted the offence, and said he was 
sorry for what had occurred, 

Fined $3, aud ordered to pay the costs of 


the Court, 
96th January. 
R, (Captain Lrvivastox) v. T. SevMoUR. 
Refusal of Duty. 


Defendant, who is an able seaman on board 
the barque Joyce Phillips, was charged with 
refusal of duty. 

In auewer fo his Worship, defendant 
admitted the offence, and said be wished to 
be discharged from the ship. He had asked 
the Captain to give him bis discharge, but 
request was refused unlesa ifioed 
month's wages, which be thought was ex- 
tortionate on the Captain’s part. Besides, 
the vessel was rotten from stem to stern, an‘ 
in bad weather all bands bad to be at 
pumps both day and night; and on this 
Account he did not wish to sail ogain in her. 

Hie Wonsute said if defendant's story was 
true, he had a very good reason to want his 
discharge, and be should order a survey to be 
made. 

Captain Lrvaxasrow, in answer to bis Wor- 
ship, said the vessel atrived in port ov the 
18th iust., from Sydney, and he had received 
‘no complaints from the meu. The defendant's 
statement as to the condition of the ship was 
untrue. 

Defendant retorted that all the sailors 
“could bear him out” that they had to keep 
at the pumps in bad weather. 

His Wonsmip.—I shall send & surveyor on 
board to enquire into the trath of you 
ment. ‘If it turns out that there no 
foundation for what yon bave asserted, then 
you will havo to pay the expenses of the 
Survey ; if, ou the other hand, your statement 
be true, the Captain will have to pay the 
expenses. z 

‘Defendant—Bat I don’t call for an enquiry 
into the matter. I only want my discharge, 
andl told the Captain I would sacrifice £2, 













































His Worsutr—It is not now a question as 
to whether you ought to be discharged or not. 
‘You have refused duty, and as an exc 
aay the ship is unseaworthy ; and it is 
duty to seo if your statement be true or fal 
Such serious allegations cannot be allowed to 

unnoticed, not only for your interest, 
wut for the interest of the other meu on board, 
the shippers of cargo, and the 
offices. I shall have a surveyor sent ou board, 
and you had better bs there to point out any- 
thing you would like him to see. 

Defendant—I would rather uot go back to 
the ship. 

Worsmtr—Bat it is your duty to go 
back, and be present when the eurveyor comes 
on board. Y ut to him where 
yy trath in what 




















the defendant eays, Captain ? 

Captain—No, not at all, There isa leakage 
in the upper works, but not below. 

‘His Wonsmir repeated that fs could not 
allow men to make auch grave aster 
without an enquiry being made as to whether 
there was any foundation for them or not, 
He should adjourn the case for a survey to 
be made, the costs o: hich would abide the 
result—if defendant's statement was ‘rae the 
Captain would have to pay, and if it way 
found to be false defendant himself would 























‘Shanghai, 24th Jan, 
Before the Chinese Magistrate Cuex and 
Dr. Macaowas, U.8. Assessor, 
A Dishonest Shrof. 
ir, Wash Norton charged one of the 





Chi 
the Lyceum with embezzling the sum of $8. 
‘Tho prisoner, who was also shroff at an hotel, 
was stationed at the gallery pay-box, where 
P.©, Romer (20) was also stationd. 1 
isoner asked the Policeman if it was th 
be had been on that duty, and o 
g red in the affirmative, offered 
to suppress some of the tickets and 
divide the money. Romer appeared to con 
sent ; but immediately 1 Korton, 
and informed him of the prisonst’a dishonesty. 
Mr, Norton thereupon marked eight tickets, 
and sent them to the prisoner for salo nt the 
gallery. Sometime afterwards, the prsoner 
janded $4 to Romer, saying he had oli the 
tickets, and bad kept $4 for himself. Romer 
But ths $4 into hie pocket, and gave tem te 
ir. Norton. On counting up the tickets that 
had passed through the prisoner's hand 
retarued the eight marked ones as unsold, 
into custody. 
he May 
risoner to two mont! 
forton, however, 
Prisoner tobe pu 
ought him up as a wa 
class who were entrusted at tin 
Property to largo amounts. —‘The Magistrate 
at first demurred to reduce the sentence, but 
ultimately, at Mr. Norton's repeated inter- 
ceasion, consented to releaso the prisoner at 
the coummencement of the Chinese New Year, 






















































risonrornt.—Mr. 
id not wish the 














Extracts, 





VHE SUPREME coURT. 
(Japun Mail.) 

It ia with unmixed satisfaction that we hear 
of the principal appointments to the Supreme 
Court being at Inst settled. 
been in abeyance far too lon, 
but think that the interests 
in the East lave been very ca 
hy the Foreign Office. Nor are British interests 
tie only interests that ought to have been 
considered. ‘The treaties swith China and 
‘Japan deprive both those countries of a portion 
of their national sovereignty, and force their | 
Governments and citizens to pursue their | 
complaints against British residents in an 
alien Court. It was therefore incumbent on | 
the British Government to establish tribunal 





























not merely to render justice between its own 


e money-takers employed by hina at | j 











subjects, but to provide for the proper disposal 
of claims brought against them by subjects of 









the extra-térritorialized powers. Of such 
tribauals the Supreme Court is of course 
the chief, and its pra d_ precedents 





govern and bind all the Provincial or Consular 
Courts. Both Japan and China, therefore, 
had a dircet interest in the constitution of the 
highest Court to which the claims of their 
citizens could, praciically, be referred, aud 
our authorities were hound to maintain it in 
the best possible state of efficiency. ‘This 
auty they can hardly be said to have 
charged, for duting some years almost every 
officer of the Supreme Court has heen of an 
impossible 
capacities 
gies and 



























.. In Yokohama we have been 
lucky, for, with the exception of 
the present Assintant Judge, the presiding officer 
of the lo rt lias for the lst six or seven 
ars always been an ‘acting’ subordinate 
member of the Supreme Bench. No doubt the 
duties of the post have been ably discharged, 
but a_perinanent I officer uf astured 
rank is, ‘we think, more likely to make hime 
self acquainted with the needs of the com- 
munity and—a matter of extreme importance 

th those of Japanese suitors, than an 

of the judgment seat secure neither 
ure nor of the duration of his 
appointment, We are unable to add anything 
tw wnt has already heen made public con 
cerning the career of the new Chief Judge, 
Mr. French, His term of wffice ou tho African 
coast has been sufficieutly long to make him 

i he is about to enter 
upon, and we note with pleavure that. as 





peculiarly 



















































a practising barrister, he will have bad 

that discipline of rapid decision and ready 

ption of responsibility which explaing 

liar and, we believe, unequalled 

eof the Evglish aud American 

icinries, It is said that a now Order 
in Council is out, but nothing ix ke 





changes it may i Probably 
will not be of a sweeping character. The 
existing Order and the rules attached to it 
work fairly well, anc, were they but properly 
and consistently olwserved the Courts, 
would work much better. ‘The great di 
culty auitors have to contend with is tho 
perplexing uncertainty with which the Inw of 
gland i6 adiiniatered ; at one time with an 
atherence to mere technical rules, that takes 
no note of the saving clause in the Order of 




























Council allowing of the application of English 
law and practice so far as 

rit; at anuther time with a laxity 
implies’ an absndonwent of the laborious 
tank of tl for the easier duty 
of the 0. ige of ime 





ionvd, the erection of our 
9 aw independent tribunal, 
which we shell he glad to see effected and 
have long mdvocated. ‘There are numerous 
cases in which an appeal is advisable, but the 
extremely unsatisfactory nature of appeals 
from oue judge to another judge has almost 
prohibited’ revort to the Supreme Court 
suitors have had to be: 





yertance ie 
jweal Court 















een, practically, free from all 
ntrol. Mr. Mowat, who for 
past has heen acting as as 

will, we are inforimed, awtune tem- 
porary charge of the Court.’ Mr. Mowat ia 
favourably kaown as an able, experienced, 
painstaking and impartial offiver, and his 
advent will, we are confident, be hailed with 
satisfaction both by the bar and the com- 
munity of Yokohama, 
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A COINAGE FoR CHINA. 
(Overland Trade Report.) 
‘The need of a coinage in Ching is glaringly 
il it has frequently ‘been 

An almost ananinous op 
prevails in Hongkony and the ‘'reaty Porte, 
however, that no coinage ismmed ander the 
ices of the Guvernment of Peking would 
loug preserve its standard unless the Mint 
were to be placed under European superin- 
tendence, Even with such a guarantee for 
the maintenance of the purity of tho silver, 
t is felt by the majority of foreign residents 
in Hongkong and China that the 

et arrived when the Chinese Gover 
carry out such an undertaking, 
‘The veuality of the officials, high and low, 
the neglect of the Government to enforce ite 
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decrees, and the strength of prejudice and 
custom ia the Chinese breast, have long been 
re «1 ag formidable barriers in the way of 
the inauguration of this necessary enterprise. 
Some efforts would appear, however, to havi 
been made by the Foreign Ministers at Peking 
to ascertain the views of the Chinese Govern- 
ment, aud seo if it was favourable to the pro- 
motion of such 
of our Shanghsi 
Government t 
iden of a civilised currency as it was in the 
time of Weu-siang, the late Grand Secretary. 
The Viceroy of Nanking, who had so large « 
share in the demolition and removal of the 
Shanghai aud Woosang Railway, is said to 
have proved one of the most prouounced 
‘of the proposed Mint. His Excel- 
Pao-chén, though an honest and 
other respects, is extremely 
nil an uncompromising foe to 
not to be wondered at, there- 
ks’ of the 
grat objection entertained 
by the Peking Goverment to establishing 


















































curreucy iu China ig, we suspect, the trouble 

it would involve, ‘The Chinese officials do 

not like to move out of the ordinary rut, and 

hee they are prepared to oppose anything 

in the uature of a ch however beveti 

it may he shown to be in ite working, I 
connervative party in the 

b Teas ost 





necessity 
ereuming the 
rested parties, But the 
party represented by Li Hug-chang may 
Prove averse to this improvement. ‘They will 
aay, Why should foreigners do for us what 
wo can with advantage do for ourselves? Let 
us be independent of all outside ” 
‘This is the principle upon which th 
foreigu but progresmist party has acted, 
thero is no doubt that ite intl 
in China, party would 
in the matter of the propoged Mint, to 
. For our own part, we 
the British Government will hasten 
itself of the opportunity offering to 
‘a trade dollar which may be acoeptod 
the Strait Settlements, Cochin China, 
the Colony of Hongkong, and the ports of 
South China, if not in the North, It is now 
some time since the memorial to shat effect 
was forwarded home, and all we havo heard 
ou the question has bee 
houncement that the Bri 
ering the advisability of is 
The Government h 
widering cap long enough, we take lenve to 
think, and it is quite time that it should an- 
nonuce a decision one way oF the other. 
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“ FORMOSA, 
(Daily Press.) 
In bia report on_tho trade of Formoea for 





hitherto doue comparatively little to- 
wards opening up the capabilities of Formosa, 
Aithough, they are well aware of ite natural 
‘wealth, Oue of the great staples of the island, 
both now and in the future, is sugar, and the 
production of this article might be immensely 
increased, ‘The appliances for manufacturing 
tho ugar are of a most primi scription, 
and the natives are, Mr. Hug! 8, opposed 
to the introduction of macl 





















i 
attempt wus made to 
but it 





chine, roved 
No foreign machi 
putting up the mill, and the natives, ignorant 
of the manner in ‘which it ought to be con- 
structed and worked, and anxlous, no doubt, 
to prove the inferiority of the strange ma- 
chinory, threw it aside after a short trial, 
and reverted to their own antiquated system. 
Mr. Hughes speaks of the waut of good roads 
in Formosa, a ueed maie more apparent by 
the al of any exter 

munication, He is of opin 
the rongh ‘tracks now existing were t 
improved, immense benefice would accrue to 
trate. His Excelle 

Preciates, the nece 



























to Formosa. It is to be hoped that the con- 


20 that 





far as he was concerned, tho 





struction of the little line contemplated will | men who paid $35 were free passengers who 


be followed by vigorous attempts to connect 
the different centres of trade with the ports, 
so that the produce"may be more readily 
shipped and st « considerably loner cost for 
land carriage. 

‘The productions of Formosa are very varied 
even at the present time, though few are 
ulti ‘on a large scale. Indigo flourishes 
in the island, but the natives, probably from 
ignorance, are not inclined to favour it as a 
crop, and only a small quantity annually is 
exported, Turmeric is also a product of 
Formosa, and the export might be largely in- 
creased, Tobacco and hemp might be raised 
to almost any extent, while the tea plant 

‘ows wild in South Formosa. Iu the North 
it lias become a considerable article of export. 
‘Camphor is another important export. Coffee 
has not been introduced, but Mr. Hughes 
asserts that the circumstances of soil and 
climate are 20 favourable that the establish- 
ment of plantations of this v tree can 
only be a question of time. |The same may 
tid, wo believe, with regard. to cbiuohsn 
‘The’ mineral wealth of Formcsa is only par- 
tially known, but enough information has 
been gleaned to show that various metals and 
als exist. ‘The coal mines of Keelung 
hhave become noted, aud some of them are be- 
ing worked by foreign machinery. Valuable 
sulphur mines have been discovered, and 
there is little doubt 
and gold are to be 
oconpied by the abor 
































ines, Mr. Hughes is 
evidently of this opinion. He winds up his 
report with the following sentence, 
accuracy of which few will dispute 
sbatain fromenlarging upon the possible wealth 
that may be lying hidden in the virgin forests 
and unexplored recesses. of the magnificent 
of lille which rane from north to south 
ialand ; but if the wild tribes who atill 
masters of those almost unknow 
were once brought into complete anb- 
if the riches of mountain and of plain 
wero th and properly develop. 
if good roads allowed facility of locomotion 
antl brageport ; aud if improved harbours pe 
mitted ships to lond aud discharge their 
cargoes more economically and with lese risk, 
then might Formosa be considered the richest, 
as she is one of the fairest, portions of the 
Celestial Empire.” The changes and improve- 
menta thus briefly proposed can scarcely, 
however, be hoped for during the administra. 
tion of the present Manchu Government. But 
under an enlightened and progressive govern- 
ment there is no doubt that Formosa might 
nsily become one of the most productive 
islands in the globe. 
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THE “CHARTER OAK” AFFAIR. 

(China Mail. ) 
meeting took place to-day in the 
‘Tang Wah Hospital in reference to this matter. 
‘There were present about 100 Chinese of all 
classes, consisting of some of the present Com- 

ittee, ex-Committee, and members of the 
1, and many of the Kyfong (the Chines 
nmunity generaily), besides 30 or 40 inte: 

pameugere by the Charter Oak, Th 
charterer, Lam Ping, and hie agents, the 
Shang Wo Tai Hong, were also present. 

Mr. Wong Kwan Tong acted as spokesman, 
and opened the meeting by stating that last 
Suvday there was a meeting in reference to 
the emigration to Honolulu. It appeared that 
four letters had been sent to this Hospital by 
Chinese in Honolulu, intimating that all the 
horrors of coolie slavery were existing ther 
‘The letters would be read, and would speal 
for themselves: Moantime, rumours were 
afloat that emigration to the Sandwich Islands 
was being carried on here. These reached 
the ears of the Government, and the Hon, 
©. ith, Registrar-General, seut Lai Shik 
Kai (the kidnapping detective) to the Hospital 
to fetch those lette:2, and they were for- 
warded on to H.E. the Governor, who refused 
to allow the Charter Oak to proceed, as there 
vrere circumstances which seemed to him to 
be suspi ‘The intending passenj id 
some $35, and others $8 each, ae" passage 
money, while their tickets stated the sum to 
be $45. As to the $8 men, they actually paid 
no passage whatever, the $3 being only to 
pay for their food on board, At the meeting 
last Sunday, the charterer’s agent cai 
forward and’ explained that $35 was. the 
amount of the passage mouey- he charged, 


A Kyfong 
































































paid their own passage; as to the $8 men, 
they were to give a promissory note for $45, 
payable in six months after arrival; that the 
men would not have to enter into contracts at 
Honolulu, and that he would give security 
that the men would be free on landing. An 
he asked the Committes to petition the 
Governor on his behalf to move His Excellency 
to allow the ship to proceed. On the day 
following, Br. Lee Tuk Cheong and the 
charterer had an interview with the Governor, 
when His Excellency expressed a wish to 
see the Committee. So’ accordingly thirteen 
gentlemen waited on His Excellency yesterday 
afternoon, At this interview the Committeo 
asked if Ais Excellency would allow the 
vessel to proceed on the security proposed, 
His Excellency said his object was the same 
as that of the Committee, in protecting 
i coli ig badly used in 
dif the Commit 

d, 


and made a report to him to that effect 
after enquiries aud discussion among them- 
solves, ie would then take the mat 
consideration. He wished them particularly 
to ascertain aleo whether they. believed 
the letters they received were geuuine 
or not, and make a report to. him. The 
Committee then avked if the $8 meu were 
left out, whether His Excellency would allow 
the $35 to proceed, His Excellency 
that that would. also.be a matter for 

ation, ‘The Committee arked that in 
case of security being given by the charter 
what aort of security should: it be. His Ex. 
cellenoy replied that he would leave that to 
the Committee, but it was mont important that 
they, should give an opinion as the character of 
the letters, “Now in pursuance of His Ex 
Tency's wish, the Committeo thought it a 

able to convene a public mecting of t 
whole Chinese community to discuss the 
Inatter to-day, ‘The firat thing they should 
do now was to give an opinion on the cuaracter 
of the letters which would be read, 
exhibited for scrutiny, After that t 
would propove that a ballot of thoae present 
should be taken ; thore who belioved the letters 
to be genuive would put their votes into one 
box, and those who disbelioved them into 
another, When that was dono they could 
discuss ‘the form of security, aud the Com- 
mittoo would afterwarde draw up a report to 
the Governor. 

‘The Secretary to the Hospital then read tho 
fout lottors, which were pasted out on board 

The Spokesman next put it to the meoting 
m any objection to'a ballot’ 






























































members here apoke at once, 
rd to say thatany one hearing 
would be moved by the sad stater 
ments given therein, aud allow himself to bo 
carried away by sevtiment to ballot in favour 
of them without taking the trouble to 

tain whether they were geuuine or not 
thought a ballot ji was no criter 

No one, however, actually opp 
lut, and it was proceeded with, ‘Ihe result 
was, all those who voted were in favour of the 
lotters, lining to vote ou either side, 
but uone against them. 

While the ballot was being takeu, a groat 
deal of conversation took place among tliose 
present on the subject of emigration to Houo- 
July, some for and some agaiust it. 

‘the security question was then discussed 
in the midst of the general conver 

ents, the Kwong Sang 
ling to pledge ‘hs 
landed free men at Honolulv, the 







































would be 
men to give a promissory note here for 





the $45 passage money, payable in instal. 
ments within six months after arrival ; if 
the men should not be able to Sud employ. 
ment, the limit of six months should be ex- 
tended te suoli time as they should be able to 
psy, and the charterer on no account would 
bring pressure to bear on the men by suing 
them ; that the charterer should not force the 
men to enter into contracts with him 
any other person against their will ; 
the security could be only released on the 
receipt of authentic inforination that these 
conditions bad been complied with. 

The above ii ine of the business 
transacted at thie in the course of 
which several of the intending emigrants 
expressed a decided wish to yo, notwith 
ing the allegatious in the letters: which 
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had heard read, while the majority said noth- 
ing, and none’of the emigrants manifested 
any disinclination to go. ‘Two of them said 
they bad come back from Honolulu and were 
going thero again. ‘There waa no such ill- 
foatment as that asserted in the letters, at 
Teast during the time they were there ; a 
some of the $8 men aaid they were willing to 
pay back-the $45 when they 
ages at Honolulu. 
‘an wo havo. said before, -are 
open to suspicion, and having seen them, we 
still adhere to that opinion.’ Two of them are 
‘supposed to have been sent by the Low Yit 
‘Tong at Honolua, but they bear no signature 
|, and are written in a rather illiterate 








































Six Companies at San Franc 
itation at importance must 
bo presumed to posses 
be abl all events to write an el 
find it is only reasonable to expect 
munication of such great moment should bear 
‘a soal or a signature of the head-men of the 
Low YuTong. The letters were, moreover, 
shabby paper, which no respectable 
would think of sending another to 
respectabl tution, As to the other tio, 
‘one ia supposed to have bean wri 
Luin Shan Uk, but who he 
the other is anpposed to have been written by 
neve passengers who had gone in a 
. But whatever may-be the Chi 
exo opinion on thi letters, the great’ question 
in whether thie'all in the letters are 
true or not, and this those who balloted to-day 
‘seem to have lost sight of, as no ono present 
could contradict the denial of the two intending 
emigrants, Of course they may be: true, for 
aught we know ; but there was no evidence 
bofore the: mesting to confirm them, and 
measures ought to have been taken to verify 











































them, - 








‘THE CHEFOO CONVENTION. 


To the Editor of 
‘Tue Toes, 

Sir,—Oriental finance in general 
tmost promising feld for amateur 
‘and the fiscal “syatem of China 
lias puzzled ‘all who havo-ever tried to master 
it, But the subject i 
whate' to. Arobl 
the Duke of Westminster, Cardinal Mf 
Mr, Spurgeon, the two’ Mesars. Morley, = 
roup of Professors,” Ritualiats, 
Qiavers, minsionaciee tnd Com 
‘tome waifs and strays of the merca 
munity, who have lately memorialized the 
Government on the subject of the Chefoo 
Convention, If theso distinguished persons 
would try the experiment of united action in 
iple matter within the'sphere of their 
own observation, such as tho endow: 































ly 
people on the other aide of the globe, inust be 
the result of iniepiration rather’ than of 
knowledge, 

‘The momorialista urge the Government to 
ratify forthwith the Convention concluded in 
September, 1876, between the British and 
Chines ropresentaives, on the ground that 
the Chineso have already fulélled their part 
of the agreement. One of the memorialists, 
Sir E. Fry, bas, however, shown that this 
argument will not hold water, ‘The memori- 

ts complain that the Chinese Government 


























yy Chinese 
British exploring. party travelling under the 
sie pondush ‘of the Chinese Corecmseests and 
fr. Margary, a promising young officer, was 
barbarously inurdered, ff Sir. Wade in to 
be believed, this piece of treach 
Tiberately planned, not only the 
Government of Yuunan, but the Imperial 
Goverument: of China beivg parties to it. 
‘The reparation granted for this outrage by 
the Chefoo agreement was certainly of such a 
kind that, once given, it cannot conveniently 
be withdrawa—at least not entire. ue ele- 
mt fa He wan letter from the Chinese 
srnment to the Queen expressing regret at 
coourrence, and the withdrawal of auch | 
a letter would certainly be open to a peculiar | 





















coustruction, ‘The reparation further included | 
the tion of a decrev enjoining on all | 
Chinese officials the duty of henceforth obser- 





‘ving existing ‘Treatise in favour of foreign 





travellers in China, It is difficalt to see what 
injary the Chinese Government havonnstained 
through the issue of this decree, the 
drawal of which would. also bos. little 
awkward. There was, moreover, the sum of 
£55,000 paid by the Chinese to cover the 
expense of the exploring expedition, Mr. 
Grosveuor’s mission, various unsettled com- 
mercial claims, and a compensation to Mr. 
Margary’s family. How the Minister of the 
richest country in the world should have been 
80 eager to awallow this misorable bait is not 
the least incomprehensible part of a mysterions 
affair, An ordinary sccitent on. 2' railway 
will cost the company more than the Chinese 
Empire is called apon to pay by way of “ 
demnity” for one of the grossest outrages 
ever committed by one nation against another. 
‘The Chinese should eertaiuly be allowed to 
take back this blood-money if they plense 
Nor need the re-closing of tle new ports pre- 
t any insuperable difficulty if such a step 
be required by the Chinese in order to restore 
the status qu 
Our memorialists, however, take the view 
that mo reparation’ at all was due for the 
Yunnan outrage, for they say, in effect, that 
England is in the wrong to accept any, dulese 
‘she agrees to buy aud pay for it separately by 
meaus of important commercial concession 
Tt appears clear, bowever, that the Chefoo 
Convention in their eyes resolves itself into 
‘one clause, that relating to the duty on im- 
ported opium. The memorialiste demand 
that the Chinese Government shall not only 
be permitted to place, but assisting in plucin 
& protective duty on imported opium, Of 
courte, the effect of a prot duty is just 
the same on opium as o other com 
odity ; it compels the consumer to pay x 
high price for an inferior article. 1 
already ex-ensive cultivati 
China will be farther stimalated by the in- 
creased price—a doubtful benefit. to the 
Chinese people, whe, whatever their physi. 
logical relations to opium, undoubtedly spend 
‘too much of their earnings on the narcotic. 
But the operation of the opium clai 
the Convention is more far-reac 
of the memorialists are probabl; 
in tolerably well-known that 












































































sally 
no pay are put over populous districts o 
make all they ean out of their opportuniti 
‘Pheir career is watched with a-kis 

by their superiors, even by thow 
places, who look eventually to share Ul 
good fortune. It is this cauker which reduces 
the richest country in the world to the cone 
dition of the very poorest for all effective 
purposes. ‘The Ovium Clause in the Cun- 
‘Yeution will embalm this very rotte 
Chinese finance, and 

beyond the hope of 
the present ‘Tartar 
by an uprising of t 
































7 agreement 
the British Government shall henceforth sup- 
Ply the uachinery for eolleting by Chine 

ited amount of duty, 
s being left to decide, 
to the circumstances of each, 
For the Bri 














* according 
what the amount shall be, 
Government to intermeddle between 
nese tax-gatherers and the Chinese ta: 








to take the 
take an obi 





le of the oppressor ai 
n to whi fi 











jer, that the 
fussy philanthropy of Englaud lias been eet in 
motion. 

‘The signataries of the memorial of course 
thought that they were somebow or other 
atriking  Llow against, opium-smoking, be. 
cause the memorial was fathered by a society 
which has been got up, according to a speaker 








at Sir E. Fry's lecture, “to put an end to 
opium-smol China.” Bat in truth the 
consuinption of opium in Chiua can only 





associated with the ratification of the Cliefoo 





compete in the Chinese markets on fairly 
equal terms, ‘The Chinése Goverument desire 











to atop the growth aud the uee-ofiopium in 
‘their country. The first step in thia operation 


in to levy protective, to be followed by pro- 
hi 


ive, duties on imported ‘opium, whereby 
enormous etimulus will be given to the 
cultiv: jous plant. The 
Chinese Government has never been able to 
prevent the cultivation of the poppy ; but 
when the trade in foreign opium has beon 
Killed, and the area of poppy cultivation in 
China has vastly increase, then, it is con- 
tended, it will be quite easy for the Govern. 
meut to step forth nud crush the growth and 
the use of opiuin with one blow. This is the 
kind of pabulum which is thought good 
enough for the persons who have undertaken 
no less a task than that of reforming tho 
domestic and social habite-of the oldest and 
most populous nation in the world, 


Law, Sir, yours, &e., 
‘Krrate 




















Clippings. 








Chinese officors now in England and 
Southsea, recently visited the Por'- 
1, and made the following entry 
tore’ book :—The arrangements, 
comforts, &c., are marvellous, and the iuspede 
jon gave great entisfaction to tho Chinese 
AW. D. Hay, Captain ‘Tew, 
1.O.N., Lieutenant Lin Tai Tani, 
Assistant Master, Naval Soho 
Ching “Cheow Ying, 
in Yung, Sing W. Keo Shoar.— 
L. & 0. Express, 



















it may appear ih the 
rmarringes should tal 





However undesiral 
eyes of come, that int 








place ‘the European and Mong 
Tuer (says the Cooktown Herald), 
practical evidence was given on th 





December that the off 
» not descend in U 
tellectual point of view. By refer 
the prize list at the girls’ school, it will be ob- 

ed that Mr. Ashew’s little daughters wero 
mont sucerssful among all the competitors. 
is fact spenks for itself, and wo leave it for 
hinra—the strongest opponents of Chinewo 
ration—to draw the inference therefrom, 






















e of our readors thi 
a Mr. Routledge hes invented « process, for 
which he has obtained a pater... for making 
paper out of hamboo as a substitute for 
Expartero grasa, which ia getting scarce, and, 
Mr. Routledge ‘ma far inforior to 
hamhoo in quality. According to the Rangoon 
Gazette, a Wurmali Fibro Company has been 
started in England with a capital’ of £25,000 
to work Mr. Routledye's patont in Burmab, 
where bamboo to an unlimited extent and of 
every descrip he obtained 
eommenced, M 




















supplies of bamboo could 
he obtained here in the Straits as well as in 
Burn 


PASSENGERS, 


ARRIVED. 
Per str. Shanghai, from Hankow and Ports 
Colby aud Captain toberts, 

Ber str. Yanyleze, from Hongkong—Messrs, 
Schmidt and Burr, 

Per ate. Kianyching; from Hankow and 
ports—Messrs, Crvokston, Park aud Danks, 

Per str. Haukwang, from Foochow—Captain 
Wells and Captain Dirckwon. 

Per str. Foochow, from Swatow — Mr, 
Armour, From Auoy-iMesers, Conner and 
Aubert, . 

Per str. Hochung, from Hongkong —Bfessre, 
McKie and Ra 

Per str. Appin, from Foochow—Mr. Hunt. 

Perstr. Chinkiang, irom Hongkong—Merars, 
Samson and O'Briat, 

Leavise. + 

for, Marsilles—Mootrs, 0. 

r, Rubery, Taming, Chen 
Tor Hongkong Ate 























Per str. Sind 
M. Dyce, W. Tu 
‘Yang-ling and Sze-hai. 
and Mrs. ‘T. Crombie, Messrs. E. J. de Saata 
‘Marina, I. Jacobi, ‘C,H. Hutchings, Ty 
Cooper, C, Smith, and_Ocstarrich, 
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COPIES 


OF THE 


TREATIES 


BETWEEN 


THE EMPIRE OF CHINA AND FOREIGN POWERS, 


TOGETHER WITH 


REGULATIONS FOR THE CONDUCT OF FOREIGN TRADE, 
ARE NOW ON SALE. 


THE WORK IS EDITED BY 


W. F. MAYERS, Esquire, 
CHINESE SECRETARY TO HER MAJESTY'S LEGATION AT PEKING. 


'HE Publication of this Work has been undertaken in order to meet a requirement long expressed 
and widely recognised. The present collection brings together and renders available for general 
urposes of reference all the TREATIES that have been concluded between CHINA and FOREIGN 
BOWERS, together with the greater portion of the various REGULATIONS which have been 
successively agreed upon during the last sixteen years; and the TREATY of Peace, &. 
between JAPAN and COREA (Cxosen.) Several instruments, though not now in force, find 
lace in the work, as the French Treaty of 1844, and the U.S. Treaty of same year; also, the 
Emigration Convention of 1866, and the Articles of Revision negotiated 1868-1869, by 
Sir Rurserrorp Axcock, K.C.B. The work will be in a handy form. 


PRICE—FIVE DOLLARS PER COPY. 
PUBLISHED BY J. BROADHURST TOTAL, AND PRINTED AT THE “NORTHOHINA HERALD” OFFIOB, 


PROCURABLE IN LONDON FROM MESSRS. TRUBNER & Co., 57 & 59, LUDGATE HILL, 


OPINIONS OF THE PRESS. 

Wo acknowlodge, with thanks, receipt of a copy of a work entitled “Treaties between the Empire of China and Foroi 
Powers,” edited by Mr. W. F, Mayers, Chinese Secretary to Her Britannic Majesty's Legation at Peking, and published at the 
North-China Heralt office, Shanghai. Among various treaties given, it contains several which have been abrogated and others. which 
have never been ratified but which are historically interesting. ‘The volume is well printed and bound and reflects great credit on 
the publisher.—Daily Press. ’ ‘ : 

‘We have received from the North-China Herald office of a copy of the ‘Treaties between the Empire of China and Foreign 
Powers” just published by our contemporary, The book is convenient in tie, neatly and atrongly bound, and consists of no les 
than 230 pages. It contains all the Treaties that have been concluded between China and Foreign Powers, together with the greater 
fottion ofthe various Regulations which have been successively upon during the last sixteen years, and the recently concluded 

‘reaty between Japan and Corea. Several instruments, though not now in force, find place in the work, as the French Treaty of 
1844 and the United States Treaty of the same year ; also, the Emigration Convention of 1866, and the Articles of Revision negotiated 
in 1869 by Sir Rutherford Alcock. This is, we believe, the only complete work of this kind that has been published, and it reflects 
considerable credit upon the enterprising office in question.—China Mail. j . 

‘Many of our readers will have felt, at one time or another, the inconvenience of not having at hand for reference a copy of 
such and such a foreign Treaty with China. Several of these had never been printed. Others had been separately printed after 
negotiation, for semi-private use ; others have seen the light in the columns of newspapers, and others again have been recorded in 
European publications such as the British and Foreign State Papers, compiled in London by Mr, Edward Hertslet, or in tho 
‘Archives Diplomatiques, the corresponding Parisian work ; but for all general purposes they have remained virtually inaccessible. 
Under the editorship of Mr. W. F. Mayers, all the several treaties and agreements which have been from to time concluded to China 
with other nations, have now been collected and printed at the North-China Herald office in a convenient volume of some 250 pages. 
‘The large number of copies which have been subscribed for beforchand proves that the work will be especially weleome at Consulates, 
Logations, and Customs Offices, and we have no doubt it will be found a necessary book of reference by many private readers. ‘There 
are some documents in it which will bye-and-bye call for especial notice. In the meantime we merely acknowledge the book, the 
subscription copies of which will, we understand, be distributed noxt week, as quickly as they can be prepared.—N.-C. Herald. 

acknowledge, with thanks, the receipt of the much needed volume, ‘Treaties between the Empire of China and Foreign 
Powers, éc.,” which, under the editorship of Mr. W. F. Mayers, Chinese Secretary of H.B.M.’s Legation at Peking, has been 
published at the North-China Herald office. Since 1860, the editor ‘ells us, no attempt has been made to bring together the greater 
Portion of the various Treaties and Regulations which have been successively agree upon since that period. ‘The object of the 
Drosont volume is to supply ina form adapted for easy reference, all treaties and rogulations actually in force, from the Nanking 
Treaty between England and China signed in 1842; and a complete compendium of all the provisoes under which the international 
relations of the Chinese Government are conducted are now within reach. The whole are bound in a well-printed, compact volume, 
with an elaborate index of subjects, which will render it most useful. All foreigners in the far-cast must have it, if they would 
Know the preciso terms of thoir residence and trading in China —Shanghai Courier d Bening Gate 

The Treaties between the Empire of China and Foreign Powers, Shanghai: The North-China Herald Office ; London : Tribner 
and Co.—This work, to which we have alteady directed attention, will supply a want much felt at the present time. It collects 
together all the treaties between China and Foreign Powers, and thus makes it easy to refer to our actual position upon any given 
point, which it is impossible to ascertain without consulting other treaties aa in some cases we are entitled to more than is expressed 
4p our own treaty, by virtue of the most favoured nation clause, The present collection gives, in addition to the diferent treaties 
the various regulations agreed upon from time to time ; and has also Sir Rutherford Alcock’s Convention of 1869, and the Chefoo 
Agreement, now under consideration of the Government.—London and China Express, 


“NORTH-CHINA HERALD” OFFICE, 
; Suanczal, 17th October, 1877, 
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COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE. 











SHANGHAI, 30rm JANUARY, 1878. 








tory to the annual settlement of accounts, which commenced on 20th, the natives have done little more 
since this day week than they were compelled to do by the regular auotions and in the way of executing sinall orders from the interiér. 
Privately sellers do not appear to have got any better prices than those last quoted, but for nearly every article disposed of at the 
auctions, as will be seen from the particulars given below, » slight advance in value has been obtained. Camlet quotations are rather 
lower, but not so much as was expected, considering the quantity placed on the market this week, and the uncertainty that prevails as to 
the supply of the HDB chop to be offered in auction after China New-Year, it having been semi-officially aunouuced to the trade that 
‘a regular weekly public sale of the HDB Woollens is to be instituted immediately after the holidays. 


Tho advices from Trexrsix are of a most distressing unture, and the few Northern dealers who have remained in Shanghai 
very despondingly of the immediate future, ‘The sufferings of the people in the famiue-striken districts aro terrible beyond description, 
Even tho little consolation which they hoped the winter world bring to them is withheld, Up to our latest dates, there had not been 
any snow, and despair was settling dowa upon the face of the country. 

‘Messrs, Bush Brothers of Newchwang, in their Prices Current of 20th ultimo, say—“ Taz Exraa Tax—Lekin, or whatever it may bo 
+ called, came into force on 16th Ju: her natives nor foreigners could evaile the Impost, for if the Importer and Exporter 
“ objected on the ground of his nationality, the native buyers aud sellers woro compelled to pay. With manufactures, therefore, 
“the only method to induce sales was to guarantee the squeeze.” Iu view of the agitation at home in reference to the Chefoo 
Convention and its ratification, the foregoing may be both interesting and instructi ers in Chinese integrity. 

Mesers, Bush Brothers say further that their Corean buyers have not carried out their contracts very faithfully during the last two 
seasons, and chat they have been “availing themselves of the Treaty facilities with Japan to the prejudice of this port.” 

Shanghai.—The settlements for the week as reported shew the following values :-— 


Grey Shirtings—8}-1b. Red Pheasant, Tis, 1.50 per piece ; ordinary 7-Ibs., Tle, 1.15 per piece ; 6-lbs., Tis, 1.04 per piece ; and Dewhurat’s 
heavy Hagle—unlettored—Tis, 2.174 per piece. 

White Shirtings,—£agle—Dewburat’s—ordinary 64-reed, Tle. 1.85 per piece. 

T-Cloths, -7-lbs. Red Pheasant Ti. 0.96 per piece, and Oop Dollar Mexicans Tis. 1.40 per piece ; fair ordinary to good 8-1bs, selling, in 
‘mall quantities, at from Tis, 1.36 a 1.40, and Tis. 1.65 per piece. 3 


Drills aud Joans.—No sale reported. 
Sheetings.—1,200 pieces English 15-Ibs. good at Tis, 2.15 per piece, nett, is the sum total under this heading. 
Fancy Cottons,—Blue Chintzes at Ts. 1.10} per piece. Cushmeres, 26 yards, at Tis. 1.95 per piece, and Veluets at ‘Tl. 0.14 38/l0ths per 

















































yard. Aggregate value about Tle, 4,000. 
‘Woollens.—In there there bas been nothing published, as sold by private holders, excepting 2,000 piecos of Plain Lustres,—Cock—at Tis, 
2.00 per piece. 


‘Wo shall not publish any Report for the mail of next wook. 















































































orm. Seariet.— [D. Biack. | Brown. 
Canlets, Retail prices 1290 | 1260 | 127.5 | 1050 11.0.0 
Long Blley yy 682 | 6.55 | 5.5.0 | 6.9.0 6.2.0 
Spanish Stripes, j, 05.05 | 0474] 0.5.03] 05.34 0.5.1 
‘Yurn-Foxo, Scarlet, [Dk. Blue.{Gentian.| Green. |Orange. {Aab.|White| Purple. | Black. [Brown Mauve.) Lt. Gt, | ata! 
Auction 24th instant, ~ _—|— wal ell pecan Fo is 
12.574/624 |12. 1200207 11.85 hoasa roma | 390 
ao ed 10 207 20 
5.50 6.25 200 
20 20 
0.514 0. 252 
8 
Fou-Sino, 28th instant. 
Cauete O-ELP. p. poe, 12.90/92 12.62/65 hs.otuaa 200 
Sales, pes...) 100 30 30 
12.65) eases | 920 
oe oa 280" . 
5.50 620 
Long Ells ,, 40 20 00 
Lasting, por, 0,00/9 974 0 
we Eslephant’p, poe 9.00/8 924 | 120 
Sales, pos... 100 
§, Stripes C.P.H. p. yd. ¥}0.564/0.564) 192 


















































Avoriox Sauss oF Corrox Goops— 
“ Ful Sing.” —28th instant— 
Waurre Sutatmos—Flag Chop, 1,200 pieces, at Tle. 1.245 a 1.25 for 56-reed, Tis. 1.333 a 1.34.1 for G4-reed. HanDeeRcHIETs— 
28-inch, 2,000 dozens, at Il. 0.42 a 0.424 per dozen. 
“Fan Loong." — : 
T-Crors—Double Cash, 2,500 pieces, at Tis. 1.324 a 1.323 for 8 he, Tle. 1.09} for 7-lhs, Warre Surerrxas—64reed Double Cash, 
250 pieces, at Tle. 1,343 per piece. Veuvers—2l-inch Lie Woman, 180 pisces, at Tl. 0.14.4 c 0.14.44 per yard. 
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“+ Kin Ming." —29th: instant— 
Grey Surntixos—8}-Ihs., 2,800 pieces, at Tis. 1.38 a 1.373 for Green Lion, Tle. 1.403 for Blue Lion, Tle, 1.533 a 1.54 for Red Lion, 
‘Pls. 1.68 for Red Ram, and (with all faults), 450 pieces, at ‘Tis. 1.36 for Green Lion, Tis. 1.394 for Blue Lion, Jzaxs—8-1bs. 

Green, Peacock, 250 pieces, at Tle. 1.254 per piece. T-Croras—7-lbs. Rising Sun, 200 pieces, at Tle, 1.268 per piece. 














3 Fisherman, 655 pieces, at Ta: 1.528 for 2}-Ibe., 
ani 





lhe. | Pagoda, 550 pieces, at Tis. 1.274 @ 1.28§ per pie q 
‘Dis. 1.59} for 2h-1bs., Tis, 1.67} for 23-lbs., Tis. 1.754 for 3lbs. ; Flute Man Chop, 24-Ibs., 55 pieces, at Tis, 1.58 per piec 
‘Sun Chop, 113 pieces, at Tis.'1.26 a 1.35} per piece for sundry weights. 























































































































QUOTATIONS—Dory Parn. Dory.* QUOTATIONS—Dorr Par. Dory. 
G, HB, Grey Smnrivas— Tae. oe P.me, Teme. 
‘6-1i i . 1.0.5 t 1) Lasrixos, 30 yd ¥ pc.8.0.0 to 11.0.0 
Tbs 1154, Caare Lasrines, 30yds.nm. ,, 3.7.0 ,, 8.0.0 
Dewhurat's Hagie  UB7E, | Gears Losrnas, nm 3005, 250 
8} @ 8h II » 12.0, LaIn—Do, Blacl ay 30.0 5, 3.9. 
g eed L825, ‘Onsxaxs—Fig.,30 yds. |, |, 25.0, 3.3.5 |¢. 0-20 Per poe. 
Ga 9b-lbs fours) 200 | Special Color & Patterus y, 3.5.0, 
9§ « 10-Ibi » a L8O 235 
Bee ect ar Beat BY 2e0., 265|7 O08 per pee Metals and Sundries. 
@, #, Wore Suvwrinan— QuicKsILvEs, ....... nom. pol.50.0.0 4, 2.0.0 per pel. 
40 yas, 96 in. 56 R, not 24, 138 tas Puares—i4 X 10...prbox, 3.9.0, 4.0.0 O40 
30 4, Lt Smal ” oe 1.0 55 Cr ad 
351. 165 Inox Wirz—No. 11. |. 41.0 5, 
1.7.0 1, 1.9.0 12/16... 42044401) 025 ,, 
-9.14., 2.2.0 | 17;23. 5.2.5 4, 5.5.0 
2.0',, 26.01) Sraarrs Tix, Foug Hing. \, 15.8.0 5, 
7.01, 28.2 Fok Chok. , 15.4.0 5, 125, 
77 210 0.1.0 Commonchops. ,, 12.0.0 ,,15,0.0 
2.0 0 Met - 0.2.5 
. 1.0 ,, 21.5 oi ” 
Jeans, Dh., Best, 2s 4. 20in.841b82.0.0 ,, 2.1.0 
vy 8 Bilbe...1.25 ,, 185 0.0.74 0.6.0 4, 
5.5 4, 2.3.0 
7.0 ,, 2.9.0 Ht 
29.5 5, 2.1.0 { 005 
Tibet de. 321 Ord oH H-Rogers, Sons & Ci H 
S 52in, Ord... 0. h fons & Co, ” 
G:lbs, Mex. : * gal 004 Bergan Has igs | ane 
"1501 . MM. 9.0 55 2b oy 
2 165/) go » 285 | 
Better 704, 1.9.0 { 08 on 230%, 23.51) 
HAN yx exon ners— pom. pe 5.10 fy 
Bluo 28.4 31 in... tx 0.4.0 ,, 0.54 1» 5.0.0 5, 5.0.5 2.5 per pel. 
Brown... 4, U40), 042 3 10.0.0 4,10.5.0 
Brorrey SuncrinaaWhite # po. 1.6.0 ,, 1.7.5 12.0.0 41200|$ 03.5 ,, 
i 2.0.0 230 vy 14.0 4,118.0 
}ROUAD RA— W. 17.0,, 1 
: Dye Lo 250 White,Swatow, No.l 4, 6.0.0 4, 6.5.0 ‘ 
Damasks, Dyed, S0 yds... }, 3.6.0 0 ty 8205, 6.6.0 
Gaxtiax Smintines .... |, 20.0 5 n 48.05, 620 i 
Ournrz—Aworted ..nom. }, 1.2.0}, 14.0 no BAO), 58.0 
Nee a 5 teeta as 
own 21.2 7B yy 3805, 42. fe 
Soarlot i 140), 165 Rrown,Swatow, Beat}, 3.0.0, 3.4.0 ae 
Prunrep Twitts—24/2 140), 22.0 Common |, 24.0, 28.0 
$6.00, $2.0)¢ 0.0.7 per 30 yds % g20 m 
r ab ra 1.0.0 Ol} O15. per pee. Be ” err ” 
Vaivers—Black, 22 in... ¥ yd. 0.1.4j., 0.1.7 OLS ., Rarrans—Common ” 3.2.0 " 
Vatvareexs—Black, i8 in.,, 0.1.2 : i ons Goo tofinew 400 - 
Bin.,, 0.1.8 a5 pe. jent ” Af 
Fuge Danuwn 0.0.3 ., 0.05] 0.0.34 per 30 yds.| Saran Woon— a 
imirins, 12 yde. 37 in. 5 0 | 3 e. 3.0. 
a shia. 102 115.0 | 0064 per pee. Oss in at 2.4.0 { 0.1.0 per pel. 
18L1NB, 12 yds, 42 in. noe 60. 0 0.0.3; ” 
Yann Gorrone-Non 280 33. 660.0 7800.0 | 0.2.0" pet pel. | Saxpatsso90, 5 rn 3.5.0 
Camners, Bingliah, SS nor 00 0 » 10.0.0 0.4.0 - 
BB N90. a a 8.0.0 
Dutch... TI 9.0.0 5, 20.5.0 Mavoxove Rank a 13.6)) go9 
MMepiom & Bava 0.70 0 g |, Bur Sroxes .. ” ‘ 0.3 
Seaxian Sreives O48 4! gio 13 
" on woaye r 2 Cours. . 
” » |. H. vo 0.5.5 ,, 1.8 z n 
Lone Buus— “ = Sydney (Bulli) .. } 
Soarlet, 24yrd. HH 6. ) > ices 3. We. + 0.0.5 per ton, 
6 asima (large). .0. . 
6. 2 7 (dust). | 
6. ESS japan, 
6. 0045 1S | Formoaa. a0) 
6. é | Kerosexe—Devoe's he 
6 & Wixvow Giass— 
Large f 04.8 pe box, 
J Smail 100 aq. feet * 


























* Haikwan Sycee Tis. 100—Sbangbai Currency Tis, 111.40, + Cargo quotations, 














KEROSENE OLL.—Devor's.—After a sale of 9,000 cases at Tis. 2.45 for Yokohama (in course of shipment per ‘Oscar Vidal”), the 
market assumed greater firmness, but it Incks strength, all the same, in view of the expected heavy arrivals, Stocks on hand at the 
Present moment are small, and prices for godown cargo are firm, but for distant arrival, Devoe's might be had at Tle. 2.05 or Tis. 2.00 
Per case, 
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METALS.—Tho business is small, as might be expected at this season, but rates for Nail-Rod Iron seem strengthening, and Lead and 
‘Tin Plates, in the little done in them, shew the values of last mail day. No change to note, and nothing doing in Tin, Quicksilver aud 
Copper. 

EXCHANGE.—A sudden decline in Sterling rates occurred immediately after the departure of last mail, chiefly owing to the diequioting 


tone of political telegrams from Europe, and the consequent suspension of silk purchases. At the close, rates appear to be fairly steady, 
but there is but little doing, owing to the approach of the native holidays. 























Statement of Imports and Deliveries of Cotton and Woollen Piece Goods for the week ending 28th January, 1878, 
compiled from the ‘‘Customs Daily Returns,” Nos. 18 to 23, both Nos. inclusive. 




































3 Re-Exrorts axp raerr Dzstrxatiox. 
Goons. | s 3 * 
Pl) il)al a) a] alg 
ae | H Fd 
2/2/a/al ili 
6,150) 11,200) 6,500) a 
3,870) 2,780] 4,675 
White Shirtings 3,650, 













Drills, English .. 
Do., Aimerican 

Toans, Eng! 
eDe, rien 
hoetinge, English 
Don, American, 
Dyed Shirtings .. ts 
Brooades & Sp. Sitinge, White ,, 
vy Dyed. 45 








Tarkey Rod Shirtings 
Volvots 









































































































Davivantes. Iaronrs, Sac Chasnen of Coxseace 
lnerons, bone Viri Jas. 1618, 
Goon 
For the Weak, [rots iat Juay.| For the Week. “At date Agata 
1878. Estim: ‘29th Jam., 1877. 
Groy Shireings | 7,000 | 1,572,700 | 850,800 
T.Cloths 4,500 884.400 472,300 
1,884 eae 101,800 
250 Y 2 
3) 63 50 122,800 
7.400 
ed 51,600 
Bion {{ 43,500 
1,700 2,400 
Brocates and Spotte 2'9u0 6,700 
” ” 8,300 2,000 
Vawaska, Dyed * 6.500 800 
Chintzer £0100} 21.700 
34.000 56.700 
7,300 3,600 
2100 2/200 
183.700 2 
1,009] 1,000 2,800 
- 5.400 12,000 
540 4,700 
18 OWv 14.400 
20 7.800 "3.200 
1,700} 10.100 3.400 
120 13:30 2,400 
1,400 i 
200 6.100 
24 800 9,600 
2,000 2,300 

















* Exclusive of Import Cargoes ex Glenfalloch, Mirzapore, Tigre, Altona, Mikado, Belle Morse, Sindh, Cyphrenes, Mongolia, Galatea, 
Stentor, soveral Coasters, and of sundry Re-exports, 
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COMMERCIAL POSTSCRIPT. 


January 31, 1878. 








Annrvars.—(Not reported above)—None other than coasters. 


DerarronEs.—(Not reported above}—January 27th, British ateamer Glengyle, for London ; 25th, British steamer 
City of Limerick, for New York. 





- ‘The French mail steamer Sindh takes about 1,300 bales of Stu, and about 200 tons of Tra. 










Baul Bille, 6 mouths’ sight, Ge. 54d. Fiest-clate Credits to Banks Sx 590.0 
3 Private, 6.90. On India—Bombay Bank, Rs, 309 a 310. 

ject, Private, 15 days’ sight, 28}. Bullion, 

uanghai Tis. 111,20 per 100 Tis. Uanton weight, 


5, 5d. 
Calcutta Bank, 
Gold Bars, Pek’ 









SHARES, 









H, & 8. Bank.—There 
rato of exchange oa Hongkow 
Chinw Coast 8. N. Co.—A& 





transection reported in this stock, ‘There was some enquiry yesterday for shares at 58 2 P 
lay a lot was placed at 60 % premium, for 30th April, and the current exchange on that date, 
is reported. 
» placed at £143. 
this Company lias been changed, the old ecrip for 1,000 shares of 50 each having been called 
8 of £100 each issued. 
—Sales have bern made, in Hongkong, at from $3,200 to $3,300. 
North-China Insurance Co., 1875-77.—There have been some sales at ‘F300, for cash, and $350, for 28th February. 
North-China Insurance Co,, 1878.—A share has been sold privately at 950. Z 
Union Iusurance Society of Canton.—A share has been placed at §1,20), and exchange 72. 
* Yanglsze Insurance Association.-A large number of shares Lave changed haude at $610, ¥613 and %615, There are now buyers at $620, 
Chinese Insurance Co.—Sbares in this stock are wanted, 
Hongkong Fire Insurance Co.—A lot ha» been placed at $700, and exchange 72. 
China Fire,—Shares aro wanted at $176. 
Chinese Imperial Loan.—There is no change to report. 









































Postrtoy ver Last Reront, { Last Divivenp, &. | Cas Quotations. 











SHARES, No. | Value. ‘Paid up. pees sca, Wak 
} H | Beserve. | ‘Account| Date. | “Solders, | or dus. Closing. 
Bank, | | 


Hongkong & Shanghai Banking| i 
















jorporation 40,000; $125, $125 | $650,000.00, $14,027.45,90June77| © £1 (22-Aug.77} 60% prem, for 30th 
shangii Steam Navignton G | a 
wnghaiStean ion Co,| 
in Liquiduiion) “----,] 22,600} 100} 25! on | ae 30 Dec. 76 {BAS ROE9Vct, 77] 264 
China Coast Steam Na | ' 





igntion| 


Co, 5,000} #100} F100 | 62,522.10) ¥°41,153.60,30Dec. 76, © 2)% | 7Jan.76) 85 


Shanghai Dock Co. 













440 | 2500 | £500 29,100.00) (31 Dee. 77) °2% | 7July77| 215 
Pootung Dock Co. 950 | 100} Bi00\ “ pies 1July 77] 85 
Gas.’ 
Shanghai Gas Co. moo! 100 ' 26,523.81| 3,917.74/81 Deo. 76) #5 10 July 77} 143 
Compagnie du Gaz loo too 2,171.31 %2,333.25/30Deo. 76, * 5% [St Aug.77] 71 
Insurai { 
China Tradevs’ Insurn i | } 2 
1 Limited... | 200 | $5,000 | $1,500 | $125,000.00" $85,073.06 30 Apl. 7 12% [91 July 77] 3,300 
North-Uhina Ine,” Co., 1875/77] i 7,900.42 F649, 980.4430 June 77) { Retum of paid] 2 Jav. 78) "300 a 350 
Do. 1878 | 1,000 | 22,000 | £600 1 ap Coptial, 950 
Union In, Soviety of Can '500 | '$2.500 | "$500 | $210,500.00 $119,00:.38'31 Dec. 76) 1,200 







2350 | 2350 240,000.00 


Yangtsee 
$1,000 | “$200 | $62,507.60 $60) 


[30 Sep. 78, 260 prahare|15 Jan. 78) ‘610 
Chiniove Iosuran: 


69.2430 Dec. 76. * 6X | Jaw. 78) 26 nominal, 





Inswran 
Hongkong Fir 
hina Bire Jn. Oo., Li 






gi,000 | g200's .00' $244, 445.07:30 Dec. 76 +$47.50 p.ab.'20 Feb. 77) 700 ex. 72 
$500 | $100 |$999,787.90 "$96,904.56,30 Dee. 76,” +12 % /90Dec. 76) 176 




















Miscellaneow: } i i 
Shanghai & H’kow W F100 | F100 | 7 | F1,878.61/30 Dec. 76, "4% {IS Avg. 77] 
Shangtat Tug Boat A ion | F100 | % ib e 














ual Value of 


LOANS. Amount of Loan, ‘or Debentra,, Rate of Interest,} When Payable, Closing. 

















Shanghai Mun, Dohentures—Isene 1872 © 100.00 8% 30th April & Slat Oct. | 104 Nomi 
L Do. 1873) # 100.00 | ” Both Sune & Stet beer | tog SoMa 
Do, 1875) 100.00 » 30th June & Slat Deo. | 105 
Lyceum Theatre Ordinary Debentures... © 25.00 A 30th June, 15 
Do, Prefervnco do. E 37.50 8% ‘Slat Dec. 20 
Chinese [mperial Government Loaw 1874 {| £100 8% 30th June & ist Dee, | £101 
0. do, isi7 £ 100 8% 28th Feb, & 31-t Aug. | £1005 ”” 
* Fer half-year. + For year. J. P. BISSET & Co. 














‘Wearuen.—Our anticipation that the mild weather which had set in when wo last wrote, would be followed hy rain, was verified. ‘The 
wind yot lack to the north ou Suulay, nud blew a gale on Tuesday with heavy rain aud aleet, Yesterday it returned to the north-weat, and. 
shard frost set in. ‘The thermometer bas ranged between 52 and 25, ? 
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